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Take up Mawella coal power project
This is to clarify  som e m isguided 

conceptions about M aw ella and 
N orachcho la i raised  in The 
Island (25.1.2001 ) by Mr. Gadarachchi 

com m en ting  on m y artic le  titled  
‘M aw ella  C oal P ow er crucia l fo r 
Southern D evelopm ent’ in The Island 
on 5.1.2001.

Mr. G advocates that we all should 
pressurize the G overnm ent to have the 
coal pow er plant at N orachcholai irre­
spective o f  personnel feelings, politics 
and  religious objections and save the 
country  from  econom ic disaster. It is 
correct tha t coal pow er is essential to  
save the country  from  an econom ic d is­
aster, but it m ost certainly should not be 
at N orachcholai in the K alpitiya sea.

A s pow er developm ent consultant to 
th e  C E B , I have been ag a in s t the 
N orachcholai P roject since it w as shift­
ed  there  by the CEB in 1993. My objec­
tion  w as m ainly on security grounds. 
T he  m ain task  involved is setting up a  
coal pow er p lant fuelled w ith im ported 
coal. T h a t is the ch ie f reason w hy 
T rincom alee w ith its natural harbour 
facility  w as first selected fo r the coal 
pow er project. N ext to  Trinco it is 
M aw ella/K udaw ella w here an excellent 

I natural harbour facility  is available to 
I handle 60,000 dw t coal ships ju s t by the 

shore.
O n the o ther hand K alpitiya sea is 

shallow  and the ships have to  anchor 
abou t 4  km  ou t in the sea. From  there a 
long trestle  p ier to  transport coal to  the 
shore is necessary. T his p ier in the 
K alp itiya  sea is dangerously  exposed to

a suicide bom bing attack. It can never 
be protected 24 hours a  day by checking 
all the boats w hich will pass through 
this pier. This p ier is the life line o f the 
pow er p lant and once that gets knocked 
out the pow er station will stand w ith a 
m ajestic look w ithout coal supplies, and 
thus unable to generate power.

M oreover coal can be unloaded in 
the open sea only fo r eigh t unpre­
dictable m onths in the year due to  m on­
soon winds. The CEB should be pre­
pared to  pay dem urrage for the periods 
coal unloading is held up, because o f 
unfavourable weather. In addition other 
civ il eng ineering  prob lem s ex is t in 
N orachcholai as w ater is scarce there 
and desalination has to  be resorted to. 
O n the o ther hand there are no such 
problem s at M awella. T hose who pro­
m ote N orachcholai are advised to read 
my article in The Island ‘ Coal power, 
yes - but not a  dead plan t’ (6.9.1999) 
and security o f N orachcholai not to  be 
R idiculed (12.8.2000). It is on this secu­
rity issue the G overnm ent rightly can­
celled N orachcholai for the project.

It is correct coal pow er was taken up 
on my initiative and I have been w ork­
ing on these projects since the late 
1970’s. C onsequently  I do not w ant to 
see a  dead plant standing like a m onu­
m ent. In m y long engineering career I 
have never faced such a  disgusting situ­
ation arising over the construction o f  a 
pow er plant. A nti coal poison w as intro­
duced into the m inds o f  the people in 
the 1980’s by N ARA  w hen Trincom alee 
was taken up for the coal pow er project

w hen NARA’s oyster culture project at 
Snug C ove w as ordered to  be m oved out 
fo r the purpose o f im plem enting the 
coal pow er project by P resident J. R. 
Jayew ardene.

Mr. G  says that the G overnm ent has 
abandoned the coal pow er project at 
M aw ella and now a fisheries harbour 
has been set in the K udaw ella bay 
w here the coal pow er je tty  is planned to 
be set up. It is not so. It w as because o f 
the organised protests started by anti 
social e lem en ts a t th a t tim e, tha t 
President Prem adasa ordered that w ork 
on M aw ella be stopped and an alterna­
tive site looked for.

If  a  fisheries harbour has been con­
structed in the K udaw ella bay it has to 
be rem oved fo r the greater good o f  the 
nation. Coal pow er is base load pow er 
required to  operate factories and pro­
vide em ploym ent to  m eet the needs o f a 
20 m illion population. For all I know 
this fisheries harbour is no t in  the 
K udaw ella bay but w estw ards in the 
N ilw ela bay adjoining K udaw ella bay 
w here coal supplies w ill be unloaded.

Mr. G  has put forw ard this am using 
argum ent - “It is unbelievable that such 
a  know ledgeable person (referring to 
me) talks o f developm ent o f the South 
by having a coal pow er p lant there 
when electricity generated from  any 
o ther place be it N orachcholai could be 
transm itted.” O ne o f  the im portant pri­
orities o f  the governm ent is the devel­
opm ent o f  the neglected South w here 
tw o deadly insurrections had arisen. For 
the past 15 years o r so attem pts m ade by

both the U N P and PA in th is direction 
have failed miserably,

I have been stressing the fact that the 
tw o basic requirem ents fo r develop­
m ent are w ater and power. B ut the plans 
draw n up to  m eet these requirem ents - 
K aluganga diversion to  the south and 
the M aw ella coal pow er p lant w ere sab­
otaged by the enem y w ithin. It is in this 
context I have draw n the attention o f  
Mr. R onn ie  de  M el, M in iste r o f  
Southern D evelopm ent and no t to  tickle - 
the ego .o f the minister.

L et us see how southern develop­
m ent will fare pow er-w ise w ith a  coal . 
pow er p lan t at N orachcholai vs o n e  at 
M aw ella. Coal ships from  A ustralia w ill ; 
have to pass M aw ella and travel all the 
w ay to  N orachcholai. F rom  there e lec­
tricity produced will have to  be trans­
m itted back to  the south through a  300 - 
400 km  long transm ission line. T he 
CEB transm ission experts should be 
able to  calculate the cost o f  the line and 
the losses in transm ission. T his is a  case 
o f  ‘ Parangia K otte G iya .’ O n the o ther 
hand w ith a pow er p lant a t M aw ella 
coal ships can com e straight to  M aw ella 
and from  here pow er w ill be d irectly  
distributed to  the region.

I suppose w hat I have stated  here  is 
clear fo r public understanding, so that 
they will no t be m isled by false  state­
m ents and w orthless SECU R ITY  guar­
antees.
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