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Eppawala phosphate project
, > The public have b een  inform ed, 

' ; through the colum ns o f the Daily News, 
that th e governm ent has decided  to  
rescind the preliminary agreem ent with  
the foreign com panies on the m ining of 
the phosphate deposit at Eppawala by 
them . According to the sam e report, this 

, decision  had been  taken in response to 
the strong op p o sitio n  to the project 
expressed  by the left parties, the LSSP in 
particular. The statem ent in the Daily 
N ew s is  attributed  to  Mr. Batty 

'W eerakoon.
= Mr. W eerakoon’s opposition  to the pro- 
‘Ject, as a private citizen  and as Minister

for Science and Technology, is well 
known. It is also known that Minister 
Weerakoon has becom e of late the princi­
pal defender o f  the President who hap­
pens to be in dire straits on many fronts.

Furthermore, he is not the Minister of 
Industries under w hom  the Mines Bureau 
and Lanka Phosphates function. A state­
m ent m ade by Mr. Weerakoon therefore 
carries little weight.

It is therefore incum bent on the gov­
ernm ent to issue a formal, official state­
m ent on a m atter of such grave im por­
tance to the future of the country.

That statem ent m ust be issued  by the

parties who are directly accountable for 
giving the go-ahead for this project or for 
abandoning it. They are (i) the Board of 
Investment; (ii) the Ministry o f Industries, 
and (iii) the President. In the case o f the 
President it should  be in her present o ffi­
cial capacity as President and not in her 
capacity as a Presidential Candidate.

This questionshould be follow ed upon  
and an official statem ent obtained from  
the authorities who are com petent to 
make one.
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