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I
n recent years computer 
technology has been trans­
forming the world’s econo­

my into an increasingly com­
petitive arena. Developing 
countries have been forced to 
keep pace with advances in 
technology to avoid missing out 
on opportunities for economic 
and human development.

| The Sri Lankan Government 
has realised this necessity and 
since 1992 has embarked on a 
program of rapid export orient­
ed industrialisation aimed to 
accelerate economic growth. 
This has been strongly support­
ed by the Prime Minister who 
explicitly stated the Govern­
ment’s commitment to making
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IT a key sector of Sri Lanka’s 
economy. Further pro-active 
steps have been taken with the 
sponsorship for the first time of 
an international exhibition and 
conference in Colombo which 
highlighted the vital importance 
of IT and telecommunications. 
Similarly, the launch of the Dis­
tance Education for Public Ser­
vants Project (DEPS) and the 
recent development of the IT 
park in Malabe, implemented 
by the Urban Development 
Authority in collaboration with 
the Board of Investment further 
attests to Sri Lanka’s drive to 
claim its place in global IT 
industry.

This initiative can also be 
seen in events planned for the 
future such as the International

Information and Communica­
tion Technology week, 4th-12th 
October 2002, which is to be 
conducted with the aptly named 
theme of “Envisaging an e- 
nation”. The Government hopes 
that by giving such high priori­
ty to die development of the IT 
industry more companies will 
be able to achieve international 
renown alike to the successful 
global recognition gained by 
local companies such as “Mil­
lennium Information Technolo­
gies” (MIT).

Development of the IT indus­
try has also taken high priority 
in the Government’s agenda 
with the hope of curbing the 
ever increasing numbers of 
unemployed graduates. At the 
moment there is an abundance

Development of the IT industry has also taken high priority in the 
Government’s agenda with the hope of curbing the ever increas­
ing numbers of unemployed graduates. At the moment there is an 
abundance of educated youth in Sri Lanka totalling approximate­
ly 25,000 under-employed graduates, lacking industry oriented 
training and communication skills placing them at a significant dis­
advantage when seeking employment.
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opment of both the Malabe IT 
park and the training programs 
ran by the Institute of Comput­
er Technology (ICT) have 
depended on the collaboration 
o f public and private sector 
institutions.

Private sector investment in 
the Malabe project totalled Rs. 
8,800 million which is 8 times 
the amount invested by the pub­
lic sector even though the gov­
ernment placed the project on 
the high priority list in its allo­
cation of funds for infrastruc­
ture development and land 
acquisition.

Speaking to the Daily News, 
Director of the ICT Prof. V. K. 
Samaranayake stressed the ben­
efits that can derive from such 
partnerships not only between 
the public and private sectors 
but also partnerships on interna­
tional levels. Some of the ICT’s 
regional programmes receive 
sponsorship from the Japanese 
International Co-operation 
Agency and in this way knowl­
edge and experience can be 
shared which in the long term 
can help to strengthen Asia’s 
economy benefitting all parties 
involved.

Similarly, in 1993, the gov­
ernments of Sri Lanka and 
Japan made an agreement to 
launch a national training 
course in Structured Systems

Analysis and Design Method­
ologies (SSADM) for partici­
pants from South, South East 
Asia and Pacific countries. 
Resulting from the success of 
this venture which gained a spe­
cial award for international 
cooperation, other schemes 
have also been implemented, 
including the Commonwealth 
Secretariat under the Colombo 
Plan which now sponsors par­
ticipants from Mongolia, 
Philippines and Iran. Sponsor­
ship programs of this nature 
give Sri Lanka the opportunity 
to conduct training programmes 
for individuals from other 'j 
developing nations with the 
assistance and cooperation of a 
developed country.

With such successful 
schemes and partnerships in 
operation and others planned 
for the near future Sri Lanka 
may not need to “envision an e- 
nation” for too long. According 
to ITU calculations the expan­
sion rate of internet users in Sri 
Lanka alone stands at a  rate of 
86% with the expansion rate of 
internet hosts at 78% in com­
parison to India’s 53%. If for­
eign investments can he 
secured,local and international 
partnerships nurtured and gwtf-s 
emment backing sustainedJ'Vah 
e-nation may become a virtual 
reality.


