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The Gems and Jewellery, Pack-

aging, Plastics and Wood-Based'. |;

-Industries yesterday presented a
flve-year plan to incréase pro-
: ‘ductivity and “competitiveness”

- ...in a series of workshops with the

" ment,

|
l

" gies, hnklng ideas with products »

theme, ‘Strategies for Growth,

The plans. developéd ‘are part

. of a dlalogue between; the. Min-

“istry” of Enterprlse Develop-
Industrial - Pohcy and
Investment Promotio
" private sector.

Task forces represen ‘
key industries either ha € com-

pleted or will complete. strate-

and-services aimed at sustaihing
-long- term growth .on a global

. basis.”

|

Although each specific to'
- Tespective industries, the strate-

- gies share a-common phllosophy
* based on the 51mple idea of com-
petitiveness,

T \each step of production. or, ser-

\

vice delivery process.

 “The government and 1ndustry'

share a common objective t.hat

which ultimately depends upon,-
" our ability to promote néw .’

thinking wherein everyone con-
tributes new ideas leading to bet-
ter. products, reduced costs,
which benefits all of us,”
Minister of Enterprise' Develop-
ment, Industrial Policy and
" Investment Promotlon Prof. G. L
* Peiris.

Prof. Peiris told mdustry par-'

~ ticipants that global competition

F

. imposes a corresponding need
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or ;ey sectors

‘adding valug:-at -
'Force,

said

- million
tic market

€rs

* Gems and. Jewellery projects: annual exports of US$
370 million and net value add1t1on of Over. US$ 250 '

* Packaging Industry sets goal of 80% share of d0m687

* Plastics Industry aims to draw even W1th Asian lead-

* Wood Based Industrles projects exports to 1ncrease .
10-fold generatmg 100, 000 new jobs L

for Sri Lanka'to look critlcally at

its position in each of its key
industries.

prospering at what we can do
best.and that's based on what we
collectively produce and sell to

...world markets based on some
'.'opt1mum combmatlon of quallty
Aand cost ""he sa1d

" Gems and'J ewellery
Chanaka; Ellawala, Chairman
G

-"outlmed a. “vision” lead-
ing to secure. Sri Lanka’s posi-

tion as the world’s’ Sapphlre ’
. toral overview on the Packaging

Capital’..
He outhned what he called a
three- pronged strategy to repo-

_sition” the industry, with each:
building upon the other. * Flrst, @

Manufacturlng Strategy aims to

increase the value-of Sri Lanka’ s;'
product'in a two step process’

that responds to two questions:
‘What can be dorie to increase

valie to domestic products alone .

and- ‘What forelgn raw material
can we-add to increase the value

-of our for domestlc products ‘

T m—— — T

“Like every other
country, we can only survive by

Second
Repositioning Strategy will -dif-
ferentiate the product$ and ser-
vices from Sri Lanka to move the
industry ‘up-market’ by increas-

a Brandmg and )

“For tl’llS we-'fmust look at spe-
cific options' su¢h as. product1v1-

ty; competitive posmon employ—g

ee development, technologlcal
"’leadership and public responsi-
“'bility’ involving both micro. and

macro perspectives of mdu_stry'
development. But-to improve on.
~ these specific options,” the cur-

rent status of the, mdustry 1s

Force Chairman Sarath
Wijesinghe, rapid changes in

‘technology- and materials -in -
"déveloped countries ‘have led to.

ing Sri Lanka’s share of hlghx'relocatlon of ' their- plastlcs pro-

value products, and then further .,
develop- the market ‘for. these
products and services.. -

i“Third, .a.Hub’ Strategy will
support the othét-two strategies
by providing the, infrastructure,
support. services, pollcy ‘and
business: env1ronment he said. -

* Packaging
Presenting the five-year sec-

Industry, . Chairman of the Pack-

aging Task Force, Dharmatilake
- Ratnayake and Co-Chairman J D

Amarasooriya said that the long

‘term ob_]ectlve td achieve pack- -

aging "-sector competitiveness
would be to acquire packaging
service leadership in value, qual-
ity, rellablllty and responsible

service; with a view to capturing
‘an overall market share of 80%

of the total packaging demand in
Sr1 Lanka

r . ’,

L a,

. cessing 1ndustr1es 'to countries
“with the ability to manage tech-
nology.

Newly industrialised countries
such_as Singapore, Taiwan, and
Kored were first to benefit, but,
in turn, are losing these plants to
Vietnam, Indonesia and China."

“As important, these reloca-
tions led to other, related foreign
direct investment linked to those
industries,” W1]es1nghe
“Effectlvely, it's a two-for-one
proposmon

‘According to Wijesinghe, in

the ‘past, Sri Lankan policymak-
ers paid little attention to local
industry, even though it was one
of the fastest growing 1ndustr1es
in the world.

Wood-based Industry

Wood-Based Industry Task
Force Chairman Major Douglas
‘Wijesinha said that the wood

Accordmg to’ Plastlcs Task'

said.”

¢

trategles

workmg mdustry in 2001 earned .
US $10.8- -million from éxports,

“which is about 0.2 percent of

total national export earnings.
.When implemented, the strate-
gic initiatives recommended by
the Task force, exports can be
increased ten-fold and the
domestic market three-fold over

'the next five years, generatmg m,
. eXcess of 100,000 new.jobs

', The:

consumes about ‘75 percent:’ ‘of

Construction ‘'indu try

sawnwood while "the ‘furniture
industry .takes 15% and other
wood based, industries use 10%.
“The 1ndustry other ‘than con-
structlo “employs, about -50, 000

‘.workers, lncludmg A2, 000 1n,

saw milling and 28,000 worketrs‘
in furniture manufacturlng and
accounts for about 1% of total
industrial production. ’

Ministry Secretary Ranjit Fer-
nando said that each industry
task force is a mechanism for the
government and Télated- prlvate
sectors to work closely to formu-
late strategy and pohcy to
advance . economlc growth,
building on the success of each
industries.

“Far its- part, government must

foster growth with -policies

which create.an environment
friendly - to investment because
investment ultimately .generates
the revenue we need for a better
standard of living, from jobs and
individual opportunity, down to
and including social benefits.

We all. must be part of the'solu-
tion because otherwise we are

part of the problem,” he said.



