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“To moke moxmum use of Tokyo conference

Trade Chambers urge speedy

‘1mplementatlon of

development prOJects

By Channa Kasturisinghe
Commenting on the Tokyo

. 1donor conference to be held

from next Monday Sri Lanka’s

lbusmess community stressed

“the importance of making the

* maximum use of foreign aid by

' taking measures to implement
:development projects without

" undue delays.

' The Tokyo donor conference
., is expected to bringing foreign

- aid to the tune of three billion’

: US dollars to the country, a part

of which would be utilised for
0 the reconstruction activities in

the war affected North and East
- regions. Thirty-five countries

- and 25 institutions are expected

“to participate in this confer-
. ence.

- However, the business cham-

! bers are of the view that the

, delay in presenting implemen-
tatlQn plans to ‘donors and the

BN

bureaucratlc delays in imple-
menting projects have prevent-
ed Sri Lanka from:making use
of a vast amount of foreign. aid
allocated as foreign aid. _

_ The President of the National
Chamber of Commerce in Sri
Lanka(NCCSL) Asoka . D.Z.
Gunasekara told the Dazly News

‘that’ the three major .trade:

chambers ‘ofthe country have
presented a proposal to -the
Governments of Sri Lanka and
Japan recommending the areas
in which the foreign aid should
be utilised, causes of the delays
in project implementation and
action to be taken to reverse the
trend. ‘

““The NCCSL,  the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce and the
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry in Sri
Lanka about one month ago

Jomtly formulated this _IE(_’RC_’,SE"I_

as this is a serious natlonal
issue. We firmly believe that
project implementation plans

should' by presented to.the,

donors ahead of donor confer-
ences. Otherwise, the imple-
mentation of these vital projects

"would be delayed for years until
the donor agenc1es ‘terminate
“supplying money, Gunasekara

said.

Talkmg on the same issue at a
seminar in Colombo recently,
World Bank Countiy Director
Peter 'Harold pomted out that
the bureaucratic issue usually
caused over one year delays in

"approving projects. Speaking at
the same seminar the IMF .
Senior Re51dent Representatlve.

also agreed with that view and
call to improve the public sec-
tor efficiency. to speed up imple-

,mentation of development pro-
jects. The Pre81dent of the Busv\
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News that development projects

with regard to the construction - .. .
and transport sectors should be, - -
implemented as soon as.possi-‘ .
ble since the future develop-:; -

ment of the country is largely

>

« dependent bn these pro;ects P ’
. “Another 1mportant area is to (
develop. Colombo’s sewage dis-| 1 .
posal system. It has become!
almost impossible for major' = -
residential or business com- ’

plexes to.be set up in the City as

the present disposal system -
does not have the capacity. .

It is also important to develop

the railways and make it a more;, "
efficient mode of transportad - .
tion. Implementation plans for

. such projects should have been -

formulated long

~ before,’
Embuldenlya sald . i
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