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Sri Lankan architects 
ready to help Nation

COLOMBO: Sri L ankan c o n su l­
tan ts are read y  a n d  w ill in g  to  len d  
th e ir  serv ices for  th e  G o v ern m en t  
to  rea ch  th e  g o a ls  th o r o u g h  
Mahinda Chintanaya, th e  S r i 
L an k a In s t itu te  o f  A r c h ite c ts  
(SL IA ) said  yesterd ay .

R e sp o n d in g  to  y esterd a y  's Daily 
News lead  sto ry  o n  ‘L ocal ex p ertise  
for m eg a  p r o je c ts ’, SLIA  P resid en t  
R u k sh an  W id ya lan k ara  in a letter  
•to the Daily News sa id  th ey  w ill 
tak e a lea d in g  ro le  and  tak e u p  this 
c h a lle n g e  on  a rea s  su ch  a s p ro ­
m o tio n  o f  the d e v e lo p m e n t o u ts id e  
th e  W estern P ro v in ce , e v e n  g o in g  
to  th e  ex ten t o f  h a v in g  m o d e l v il­
la g e s  in  e a ch  G ra m a  N ila d a r i D iv i­

s io n . "All w h a t w e  n e e d  is th^ 
r e c o g n it io n  o f  o u r  e ffo r ts , e 
g rea ter  r eco g n itio n  o f  profession: 
als, a r eco g n itio n  o f  a  c le a r  role ii 
th is  nation a l c a u s e ,” W idyalankara 
sa id .

"H ow ever, it is eq u a lly  im port 
ta n t that the b u rea u cra tic  and  thf| 
a d m in is tra tiv e  a p p a r a tu s  o f  the] 
G o v ern m en t a lso  fa c ilita te  these 
o b jectives.

N o  m atter  w h a t lofty id ea ls  thei 
p o licy  m akers w ill h ave if  th ey  are 
n ot stron g ly  p u rsu ed  by th e  ne: 
le v e l o f  the G o v ern m en t m a ch ih  
ery, the resu lt is  o b v iou s,"  th e  letl 
sa id .

See page jl
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The Architect charged that there was still 

procurement of consultants taking place 
outside Government procedure resulting in 
higher costs. There are still non-profes­
sionals being awarded large scale govern­
ment projects, some of which are veiy 
complicated in nature such as hospitals;

There are many instances where local 
consultants have been overlooked in for­
eign funded projects. Some Government 
agencies were also asking for performance 
bonds and bank guarantees from consul­
tants not affordable to locals, the SLIA' 
President said. I
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