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New technology to ex
construction

by Jayampathy .
Jayasinghe

’ jj@sundayobserver.lk

Cost effective and innova­
tive. technology has been 
introduced to expedite 
building, construction work 
in Sri Lanka.

f
Managing Director Durra 

Building System (Pvt) Ltd, 
■ Harsha de Saram said they 
' ventured 10 years ago as a 
house developer and set up 
two housing development 
companies called the

Nivasa Developers and the 
ICC Housing company

“We have developed large 
township and condomini­
um projects such as the 
Nivasipura housing estate at 
Ekala, Ja-ela and was about 
to complete the 31-storied 
Iceland Apartment complex 
at Galle Face Colombo. We 
will build another 300 hous­
es at the Victoria Range at 
Digana Kandjfhe said.

The Managing Director 
said they have introduced a

new construction technolo­
gy called the Durra pan­
elling made from paddy 
straw raw material. “We 
were the first company to 
introduce Readymix con­
crete into the market-in 
1980. We also have a yard , 
where we manufacture pre­
cast building- materials for 
the construction industry To 
expedite construction' pre­
cast-concrete beams can be 
fitted to buildings,” he said.

He said the newest tech­

nology to be introduced 
from Australia were the 
Durra Panels which had 
been in existence for almost 
40 years. The Durra panels 
are used in Australia, USA 
.and in Far,Eastern coun-. 
tries.

“Research was being 
done to construct the walls 
and ceiling with Durra pan­
els in Sri Lanka.

However, we have intro­
duced the Easy Kit that can 
be .used for construction of

workers’ quarters and site 
offices. He said Paddy straw 
was the main ingredient 
used in the manufacture of 
the Durra panels.

“We have to find alterna: 
tive building material due to ' 
the scarcity of cement,sand, 
timber and bricks.

The Durra panels were ’ 
made from sustainable and 
renewable raw material. Our 
factory was at Pblonnaruwa 
to , purchase straw from 
farmers. Around 2,000
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project awareness seminars
Sri Lanka Ports Authority 

(SLPA) has set all necessary 
steps to implement construc­
tion of the Oluvil Port which 
had been under discussion 
since 1994. A series of semi­
nars to bring awareness of 
the Oluvil Port Constriction 
Project especially among the 
school children was held last 
month in Oluvil.

The series of seminars had 
been organized under guid­
ance by Minister of Ports and 

‘ Aviation Chamal Rajapaksa 
in view of bringing first hand 

, awareness of the advantages 
from the Project to the com­
munity in the area.

The management of SLPA 
has taken due steps to develop 
its regional Ports this year 
parallel to its new Pro- 

l grammes launched to work 
! strategically along with the 
| competitive maritime activi­

ties in the regional maritime

sector.
Further, the implementa­

tion of the Oluvil Port Project 
will be a decisive factor to 
change the state of lack of 
employment opportunities in 
the region creating 1000 direct 
and indirect employment op­
portunities by 2010 and 10,000 
such opportunities by 2015.

The regional communities 
will receive immense benefits 
from the project such as the 
introduction of cement, fertil­
izer, and other industries rela­
ted to the Port, bringing life to 
the fisheries sector in the,re­
gion, elevating market sector 
to a higher standard for the 
region’s paddy cultivation 
and dairy industry through 
the improvement of conven­
tional cargo handling opera­
tions.

The Oluvil Port construc­
tion project consists of two 
phases. During the first phase

Further, the implementation 
of the Oluvil Port Project will 
be a decisive factor to 
change the state of lack of 
employment opportunities 
in the region creating 1000 
direct and indirect employ­
ment opportunities by 2010 
and 10,000 such opportuni­
ties by 2015.

of its development, two break­
waters of 475 meters and 740 
meters, a reservoir of 16 hec- 
tars, utilization of 10 hectars 
of water area for commercial 
port activities and fisheries 
activities and a water area 
with a depth of 8 meters to en­
able handling of vessels of 
5000 tons, will be constructed.

Meanwhile, implementar 
tion for fisheries activities, 
supply of water and fuel to

fisher vessels will also be 
done under the first phase. 
During the second phase of 
development, dredging of the 
reservoir up to a depth of 11 
meters enabling handling of 
vessels of 16000 tons and ex­
panding of the vessel basin 
up to 24 hectares are expec­
ted. •

These series of seminars 
was held at Nindavur AlAsh- , 
rak National school, Adda- | 
lachchanei Central College, i 
Samanthurai Muslim Central 
College and also at Saintha- , 
marudu Business Associa- , 
tion. Co-ordinating engineer 
of the Oluvil Port Project Mr. 
A.L. Mohomad Naufer, Proj­
ect Officer Mr. M.M. Nagur 
Thamli, Training Officer Mr. 
M.M Thahir, and the principal 
of Samanthurei Muslim Cen­
tral College Mr. M.M. Faruk 
also assisted as resources per­
sons at these seminars.

tonnes of straw ̂ a s  being 
purchased frqjh -farmers in 
the Pblonnaruwa district at 
Rs. 4,000 a tonne," he said.

Durra’s .Sales Engineer, 
Madhavi Kondadeniya said 
the Durra panelling was a 
local prodiict that was natu­
ral'and environment friend­
ly The panelling' has been 
used widely to construct 
wails and f6r partitioning of 
modern- buildirtgs. It is 
robust and fire resistant. The 
panel was a 1 multi-purpose'

.product used in the con­
struction of commercial, res­
idential and industrial pro- 

' jects.“It was also 10 per cent 
cheaper than a traditional 
wall and much less.labour, 
was needed when used for 
construction purposes. It 
takes three days for walls to 
be constructed.The compa­
ny also provides technical- 
support and guidance,” she 
said.

Durra Building System 
(Pvt)' Ltd, is a fully owned

subsidiary of International 
Construction Consortium 
Ltd. It is a 100 per cent Sri 
Lankan product combined 
with Australian technology 

It is a new revolutionary 
structural development 
with proven application for 
construction purposes. The 
technology has a 40-year- 
track record in Australia.The 
initial investment of the- 
company for machinery 
and technology was around 
Rs 225 million.
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