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Govt to develop
Renewable Energy

The government says that
it has designed a national
energy plan for the develop-
ment of wind and bio mass
energy resource, making the
renewable energy meet 10
percent of the island’s ener-
gy needs by the year of 2016.

According to a statement
issued by the Department of
Government Information,
the government has decided
to join the International
Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA) as a move to pro-
mote the development of
renewable energy in the
country.

“The development of
indigenous renewable ener-
gy is the key solution to the
current challenge on reduc-
ing the dependence on
imported petroleum,” said
the communique.

At present, about 4 per-
cent of Sri Lanka’s electrici-

~ ty production is based on
non-conventional renewable
energy, while 2 percent of
the households in Sri Lanka
enjoys off-grid renewable
energy systems such as
solar, micro-hydro to meet
their basic energy needs. |

The IRENA is an inter-
governmental organisation
for promoting the adoption
of renewable energy world-
wide. It aims to facilitate
renewable energy technolo-
gy transfer and provide
expertise for practical appli-
cation and policies.



