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Environmental laws by 
ihemselves serve no purpose
unless they are effectively enforced
By Ifham Nizam

limatic change is one of the 
biggest environmental, eco­
nomic, social and political 

challenges that the world is facing 
today. Certainly Sri Lanka is no 
exception.

Sri Lanka's rice production, 
vegetable and fruit productions 
Were already hampered and bil­
lions of rupees were lost. However, 
without an iota of doubt man is 
the biggest culprit and if he fails to 
imderstand it, he must be pun­
ished if not he would continue 
with policies that are detrimental 
to the society and environment as 
well.

Focusing on mitigating the 
effects of climate change especial­
ly  in the rural environment is of 
great importance.

Needles to say sound envi­
ronmental policies, effective and 
implementable laws and regula­
tions and a strong and robust sys­
tem for implementation and 
enforcement of environmental 
laws are essential for achieving the 
goals of sustainable development.

Environmental laws by them­
selves serve no purpose unless 
they are effectively enforced.

Environment and Natural 
Resources Minister Patali 
Champika Ranawaka strongly 
believes in full investigation of 
environmental offences, proper 
preparation for environmental 
cases as in many other cases, mar­
shalling scientific and technical 
evidence and their successful pros­
ecution in courts of law are an 
interlinked chain of events that 
are essential for the effective 
implementation of environmental 
laws.

The judiciary that interprets 
and enforces laws, the prosecutors 
who institute and prosecute cases 
before courts and the investigators 
and enforcement officers who 
carry out painstaking investiga­
tions into violations of the coun­

riaof IPCCCthesesocalleddeve 
oped countries shou Q
emission level by at lea st70-90 per
cen t by 2020. On the other h an d

they owe environmental debt to 
“ t o  c o . ^  and should com-
pensate them by establishing an
adaptation fund,6  Ranawaka
noted. , .said now these countries 
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try's environmental laws, form a 
crucial chain of key officials 
whose collective efforts alone will 
ensure compliance with and 
enforcement of the environmental 
laws and policies of a country.

He said Sri Lanka must be 
grateful to United Nation 
Environment Programme, Division

of Environmental Law and 
Conventions Director Bakary 
Kante who has given outstanding 
leadership to a Global Judges and 

Prosecutors 
Programme 
to support 
Sri Lanka's 
national 
efforts 
towards 
strengthen­
ing the 
capacities 
of judges,

J prosecutors 
andinvesti- 

gators in the field of environment 
and sustainable development.

He said the objective of the 
recent South Asian Regional 
Workshop was to address the chal­
lenges facing environmental prose­
cutors of countries in the South 
Asian region in successfully prose­
cuting environmental crimes and 
finding ways and means of over­
coming these challenges at the 
stages of investigation, prosecu­
tion and judicial process.

OThere is a wealth of informa­
tion, expertise and experience in 
the countries in our region in .this 
area of work and we hope to draw 
on this reservoir of know-how^dur­
ing this workshop, so that coun­
tries in the region could benefit 

from each other's 
best practices and 
the region as a 
whole could con 

.y., tribute, through 
. , UNEP's pro­

gramme, to devel­
op the enforce­
ment capabilities 
of developing 
countries in other 
regions of the 
world.O

Environmental 
harm knows no 
borders and there­
fore international 
cooperation is 
essential for secur­
ing a healthy envi­
ronment. A broad 
range of global, 
regional and bilat­
eral environmen­
tal agreements D 
including those on 
Climate Change, 
depletion of the 
Ozone layer, 

chemicals and wastes and conser­
vation and sustainable use of natu­
ral resources, such as biodiversity, 
endangered species and migratory 
species - provide the legal founda­
tion for achieving this goal.

Here again, they need to be 
effectively implemented at national 
level through national laws and 
regulations if we are to realize the

full benefits of these international
accords.

Certainly, multiple global crises 
should be considered as an oppor­
tunity to make a paradigm shift of 
our policies and strategies of eco­
nomic development and environ­
mental management globally, 
regionally and locally.

Ranawaka believes it is neces­
sary to put the economy in rich 
countries on a different trajectory 
as regards material and energy 
flows, following a socio-ecological 
transition to lower levels of energy 
and material 
use. Mere 
short term 
rescue strate­
gies such as 
more invest­
ments in 
banks etc will 
not provide 
sustainable 
solutions for 
the present 
financial crisis.
It is evident 
that the current 
economic 
accounting sys­
tems have failed 
to capture 
ecosystem serv­
ices to encom­
pass the relation 
between the econ­
omy and environment.

The International Panel on 
Climate Change Conference 
(IPCCC) reported that 70 per cent 
of global warming is due to burn­
ing of fossil fuel. That heat pollu­
tion would be the biggest environ­
mental catastrophe that 
humankind ever faced.

OTo avoid this, IPCCC suggest­
ed a carbon budget (1456 trillion 
tons of carbon for the whole centu­
ry). However this budget will 
expire in 2032 if we continue busi­
ness as usual,0  Ranawaka added.

He said on the other hand, the 
criteria to Kyoto Protocol have 
been outdated. The proposed emis­
sion cut -Bali Road Map-) was not 
enough to save humanity. There 
should be objective criteria to save 
our planet. According to IPCCC's 
Carbon Budget, the environmental 
permissible carbon quota per per­
son for 2009 is 2170 kg.

In Sri Lanka each person emits 
660 kg annually. In USA and 
Canada it is 22,000 kg per person, 
that is more that ten times the per­
missible quota.

The world average is 4700 kg 
that is twice the permissible level. 
That means low emitting countries 
like us could not emit more 
because our space has already 
been exploited by developed or 
global polluting countries without 
our consent.

adopt delaying tactics by setting 
out long goals -promising a 50 per 
cent emission cut by 2050- which 
are to be honored by their children 
and blaming developing world for
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increasing emissions which are 
now well below the permissible 
level.

Olf we look at the SAARC 
region, the region is having a pop­
ulation of nearly one sixth of the 
global population and has a total 
C02 emission level of around 1330 
million tones per year which is 
only 3.7 per cent of the global total 
emission.

He said with regard to the C02 
debt of developed countries 

towards SAARC 
region estimated in 
line with the Human 
Development Index 
report published by 
UNDP in 2007/2008 
and based on the 
principle that if the 
global per capita 
emission level of 
C02 is 2.1 tons and 
the of the low emit 
ting countries as 
well as the future 
generations.

Bangladesh 
has 468.33 million 
credits available 
in terms of tons 
of C02.whereas 
Sri Lanka has 
56.96 million, 
Pakistan: 481.75, 

India: 3342.6, Nepal: 83.23 and 
Afghanistan 80.12.

Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources have estimated 
that share of the SAARC countries 
is 48 per cent of the carbon debt 
owed by developed countries.

To fight climate change a new 
criteria is needed for emission cuts 
based on IPCCC's carbon budget 
and there should be an adaptation 
fund estimating the actual cost of 
climate change.

A new monitoring institution 
and a new international climate 
change court of justice, where 
defaulting nations would to be

answerable to ensure environmen-
tai justice, should be established 
Otherwise climate change related
terronsm would be another form
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