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• D u rin g  th e  p as t, m an y  
artic les h av e  b een  w ritten

' in  ■'various n ew spapers  by  
som e w ith  no  know ledge, 
som e w ith little  know ledge 
and  som e w ith  vast k n o w l­
e d g e  re g a rd in g  th e  p ro ­
p o se d  C oal F ire d  P o w e r 
S tation , w h ich  is a n a b s o -  

1 lu te  M U S T  fo r S ri L anka.
T h e  V eteran  A u tho rity , 

M r. C arlo  F e rn an d o  w ho  
g u id ed  th e  C E B  o n  C o al 
Pow er, q u ite  co rrec tly  in - 
'S istsPn M aw ella  as the site 

,  T o r th e  p r o p o s e d ,C o a l  
P o w er S ta tion . - " 

a .. T he  in s is ten ce  o f  d e v e l - . 
Oping M aw ella , is due to .

' its  nearness  and  p rox im ity  
toi deep  w ater w here  C oal 

, C arriers co u ld  berth  easily  
fo r  u n lo ad in g .
• T h e  C E B ’ s ch o ic e  o f  

. N o r a ic h o la i  r e q u i r e s  a
COUl un load ing  P ie r w hich  
is 1 six  to  e ig h t k ilom etres 
lo n g  w h ic h  e x te n d s  b e ­
y o n d  th e  h o r iz o n . S u c h  
leng th  o f  P ie r is req u ired  
because  the sea  along  th e  
k a l p i t i y a  p e n in s u la  is  
s h a l lo w . T h e r e f o r e  to  
reach  deep  w a te r w here  a 
sh ip  can  app roach  requ ires  
th is d is tance  o f  six  to  e igh t 
k ilom eters fro m  the shore 

/A p art from  w h ich  th ere  is 
I no  p o ss ib ility  Of D red g in g  
d eep  canals to  b rin g  sh ips 
c lo se r  to  th e  P o w e r S ta ­
tio n , as th e re  a re  s tro n g  
u n d e r  w a te r  c u r r e n ts  
w h ic h  c o n s ta n t ly  m o v e  

, v ast q u an titie s  o f  sand  up 
and  dow n th is  co as t lin e  
depend ing  on  w ea th e r p a t­

terns-: i i-
> M aw ella  w as chosen  fo r­

k s  natu ra l fea tu res  th a t al- 
. low s V essels to  app roach  

v e ry  c lo se  to  th e  sh o re ,, 
s i m i la r  to  w h y  
T rincom alee  w as first cho- 

, sen  to  set-up  th e  firs t C oal 
P o w e r S ta tion . A s can  be  

4  s e e n  f ro m  th e  a t ta c h e d  
m ap  o f  suggested -deve lop - 
m e n t a t M aw ella , th e  C oal 
u n lo ad in g  P ie r is  a p p ro x i­
m a te ly  25 0  m e te rs  fro m  
th e  shore line .

It is  obv ious th a t th ere  is 
a  co lo ssa l c o s t sav ing  on 
th e  co n stru c tio n  o f  the u n ­
load ing  fac ility  a t M aw ella  
c o ta p a re d  to  th e  s ix  to  
e ig h t k ilo m etres  req u ired  
a t N o ra icho la i.

T h e  lo ca tio n  o f  the  C oal 
u n lo a d in g  f a c i l i t y  a t 
M a w e l la  th a t  is  p a r t ly  
sh e lte red  by  th e  K o lonna  
p o in t ,  o f fe rs  s ta b i l i ty  in  
d o ck in g  a  C oal S h ip  to  the 
u n lo ad in g  je tty . T h e  p ro ­
p osa l to  bu ild  a  six  to  e igh t 
k ilo m etre  long  p ie r  and  to  
have  a  coal un load ing  je tty

in  m id  o cean , poses o ther 
p ro b le m s  o f  s ta b i l is in g  
coal sh ips in  m id  ocean  to 
un load  th e  cargo . I f  it  w as 
p o ss ib le  to  sto p  sh ip s  in  
m id  ocean  and  to  un lo ad  
c a rg o ,  i t  is  a  w a s te  o f  
m oney  and  effo rt in  d ev e l­
o p ing  ha rb o u rs  to  un lo ad  
o th er cargo.

F u rth erm o re  it co u ld  be 
seen fro m  th e  m ap th a t the 
construction  o f  the a rea  f o r . 
s tack ing  C oal, the P o w er 
H o u se  an d  th e  E lec tric a l 
S w itc h y a rd  w h ich  fo rm s 
the p o w e r sta tion  is situ ­
a ted  som e one  and a h a lf  
to  tw o  k i lo m e tre s  a w a y  
f ro m  th e  b e a c h e s  w h ic h  
are  u sed  by  th e  F isherm en. 
T he  K u d aw ella  F ish e rie s  
H arbou r, w h ich  is a lready  
under construction  is in  the 
ad jo in in g  b ay  and  as can  
be seen,' is n o t in te rfe red  in  
an y  m a n n e r  b y  th e  p ro ­
p o sed  co a l u n lo ad in g  fa ­
c ility  w h ich  is  in  fro n t o f  
th e  shear c liffs  tha t fo rm s 
th e  K o lo n n a  p o in t an d  is 
n o t u sed  by  F isherm en  and 
th e irb o a ts .

T he G overnm en t and  the 
P ub lic  had  been  m isled  re ­
p e a te d ly  th r o u g h  f a l s e  
sta tem ents th a t the F ish ing  
In d u s try  a t M aw e lla  w ill 
b e  d is r u p te d  a n d  th o s e  
F is h e rm e n  w il l  b e  p r e ­
v e n te d  f r o m  u s in g  th e  
B each .

A  fa lse  im p ress io n  has 
b e e n  c r e a t e d  th a t  th e  
P ow er sa tion  is  to  be  b u ilt 
on  th e  b each  s im ila r to  a 
T ouris t H otel. I t is c lea rly  
se e n  f ro m  th e  p ro p o s e d  . 
p lan  that the P ow er S tation  
is  loca ted  w ell aw ay  from  
th e  b each  in s id e  a coconu t 
esta te  w here  there  a re  no 

■ F isherm en ; • f-'
M aw ella  a llo w s all f a ­

c ilitie s  o f  the P o w er S ta ­
tion  to  be  co nstruc ted  w ith  
no  h ind rance  to  the fish ing  
com m un ity  and  to  the re s i­
d en ts  w ho  liv e  a long  the 
seashore .

A  m is c o n c e p t io n  th a t  
M a w e lla  w ill -require- the- 
d is p la c e m e n t  o f  p e o p le  
h as  b een  p u t fo rw a rd  by  
p a r tie s  w h o  h a v e  v e s te d  
in te re s ts  in  p re v e n tin g  a 
P o w er S ta tion  b een  d e v e l­
o p e d  a t  M a w e l la .  T h e  
s t r u c tu r e s  s u c h  a s  th e  
P o w e r  S ta t io n  a n d  th e  
C oal S tock  w h ile  b een  lo ­
ca ted  in  a  p riv a te  co co n u t 
e s ta te  a d jo in in g  m a r s h  
land , the  co a l tran sp o rtin g  
c o n v e y o r  a ls o  t r a v e ls  
th ro u g h  such  a  p ro p erty  to  
re a c h  th e  co a l u n lo ad e r on  
th e  s id e  o f  c l i f f s  a t  
K o lo n n a  p o in t. T herefo re  
th e re  is on ly  a  m arg inal in ­
te rfe ren ce  i f  any, w ith  e x ­
is tin g  res idence .

O n the o th e r hand , i t  has
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b een  n o ted  th ro u g h  a re ­
p o rt m ad e  by  the  C o n su lt­
an ts , th a t a sum  o f  R s. 88 
M ill io n  h a s  to  b e  m a d e  
av a ilab le  to  rese ttle  peop le  
at N o ra icho la i i f  the po w er 
sta tio n  is  to  be  b u ilt a t th is 
site . S pend ing  such  large  
a m o u n ts -  in d i c a te s  th a t  
m an y  fam ilie s  w o u ld  h av e ’ 
to  b e  r e l o c a te d  f r o m  
N o ra icho la i.

L e t u s  now  lo o k  a t th e  
co s t o f  b u ild ing  p o w er s ta ­
tio n s  a t th e  tw o  p ro p o sed  
sites; I t  is  e s tim a ted  th a t 
th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  a  300  
m e g a w a t ts  C o a l P o w e r  
-S tation  a t  N o ra ich o la i w ill 
co s t U S $  650  M illion . T he. 
s tu d y  c o n d u c te d  a t 
M aw e lla  w h ere  a  sh o rte r  
P ie r  is  re q u ire d  is  e s t i ­
m a te d  to  c o s t  U S $  4 0 0  
M ill io n  fo r th e  sam e c a ­
p ac ity  o f  300  M egaw atts .

I t  is  th e  C E B ’s in ten tio n  
to  b o rro w  funds fro m  J a ­
p an  to  co n stru c t th e  p o w er 
sta tion  at N oraicho la i. T h e  ' 
reaso n s  g iv en  fo r b o rro w ­
ing  such  funds is th a t the 
p ro p o sed  design  and  c o n ­
stru c tio n  o f  the p o w er sta-. 
tion  a t N o ra ich o la i can n o t 
b e  fu n d e d  s im ila r to  w hat 
the C E B  h ave  u sed  fo r se t­
t i n g - u p  s e v e r a l  d ie s e l  
p o w er sta tions on  a  B O O / 
B O T  basis . W hy  it is  n o t

p o ss ib le  to  d o  o n  a  B O O / 
B O T  b asis  a t N o ra ich o la i 
is p u re ly  d u e  to  th e  large 
cap ita l ex p en d itu re , w h ich  
is  req u ired  ju s t  to  p ro d u ce  
3 0 0  M egaw atts o f  e lec tric ­
ity. I f  th is  w as d o n e  on a 
B O O /B O T  b asis , th e  co s t 
o fg e n e ra tin g  a u n i t  (kW h) 1 

-o f  e lec tric ity  Will b e  in  e x - ; ‘ 
cess  o f  8 .0  U S $  C en ts.

T h e  co n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  
C o a l  P o w e r  s t a t i o n  .a t 
M aw e lla  o r an y  o th e r site 
in  th e  S ou th  c o u ld  be  u n ­
d e rtak en  o n  a  B O O /B O T  
b a s i s  as i t  is  s e e n , th a t  
th e se  o th er sites  to o  can  b e  
d e v e lo p e d  f o r  le s s  th a n - -  
U S $  5 0 0  M ill io n , w h ich  
w ill re su lt in  th e  ch eap est 
c o s t o f  e le c tr ic i ty  w h ich  
co u ld  be g e n e ra ted  T h er­
m ally .

T h e  s t r e n u o u s  e f fo r ts  
n o w  m ade fo r  d ev e lo p in g  
th e  N o ra ic h o la i s ite  w ill 
o n ly  b en e fit th e  v e s te d  in ­
te res ts  o f  se lec ted  k e y  per­
sons w ho  tro u g h  b a d  p lan ­
n in g , had  je o p a rd iz e d  the 
c o u n try ’ s e le c tric ity  g e n ­
e ra tin g  base  an d  w ho  are 
n ow  usin g  th e re  p o s itio n  
an d  effort' to  m isg u id e  H er 
E x ce llen cy  T h e  P res iden t, 
T h e  H o n . M i n i s t e r  o f  
P o w e r E nergy  an d  th e  res t 
o f  th e  G o v ern m en t and  the 
m em b ers  o f  th e  P u b lic  in

S ri L an k a
In  h e r  c ap ac ity  a s  th e  

M in is te r  o f  F inance, H e r 
E x ce llen cy  the I P re s id e n t 
h as o b se rv ed  the co lo s sa l 
c o s t  a s s o c ia te d  w i th  
N o ra ic h o la i ,  the  d i s tu r ­
b a n c e  a n d  th e  d is p la c e ­
m e n t o f  p eo p le -w ith in  th e  
K a lp i t iy a  p e n in s u la  a n d  
h a s  p u b lic ly  a n n o u n c e d  
th e  can ce lla tio n  o f  d ev e l­
o p in g  th e  C o a l F i r e d  
P o w e r  S ta t io n  a t 
N o ra io c h o la i .  H e r  d e c i­
s io n  w as ap p ro v ed  b y  th e  
C ab in e t as rep o rted  o n  1~ 
A u g .-2 0 0 0  in  th e  D a ily  
N e w s ,-T h e  I s la h d -a n d  a  
h o s t o f  o th e r  N ew spapers. 
S ev e ra l T V  n ew s rep o rts  
a lso  co n firm e d  the can ce l­
la tio n  at N oraicho la i.

D espite H e r E xcellency’s 
steadfast decis ion  and com ­
m itm e n t  n o t  to  p ro c e e d  
w ith  the se ttin g  up o f  the 
P o w e r  S ta t io n  in  
N oraicho lai, in terested par­
ties are  now  using  the cu r­
re n t d e fic it o f  genera ting  
c a p a c i ty  d u e  to  th e  lo w  
w a te r levels resu lting  from  
th e  c u r r e n t d ro u g h t, a re  
n o w  once  ag a in /p o ised  to  
th r e a te n  th e  p u b lic  a n d  
fo rce  the governm en t to  go 
a h e a d  w ith  th e ir  d ev io u s 
p la n s  o f  d e v e lo p in g  th e  
p o w e r  s ta t io n  a t

N o ra ich o la i a t u n a ffo rd ab le  
costs.

T h e  e x c u s e  g iv e n  b y  th e  
C E B  n o t to  c o n s id e r  th e  
v e ry  w e ll  s tu d ie d  s i te  a t 
M a w e lla  is  th a t th e re  is  a 
“ P re s id e n tia l D e c re e ”  sa id  
to  b e  is s u e d  b y  P re s id e n t 
P re m a d a sa . E v e n  i f  i t  is  so , 
in  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  O u r  
C o u n try  H e r  E x c e l le n c y  
T h e  P re s id e n t  C h a n d r ik a , 
B a n a d a r a n a i k e  
K u m a r a tu n g a  is  w e l l  in  
c o m m a n d  to  re v o k e  su c h  
d ec ree . j

T h e  r e f u s a l  to  f o l lo w  , 
H e r E x c e l le n c y ’s d e c is io n  ! 
w h ich  h a v e  b e e n  a p p ro v e d  ! 
b y  th e  C a b in e t to  a b a n d o n  
N o ra ic h o la i a n d  th e  v e ry  
in s is te n c e  o f  th e  C E B  to  
p ro c e e d  w ith  th is  s i te  b y  ’ 
th re a te n in g  th e  p u b lic  o f  [ 
p o w e r  s h o r ta g e s  a n d  f o r e - , 
in g  th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  g o : 
ag a in s t th e ir  o w n  d e c is io n , 
is a  c le a r  in d ic a tio n  a s  t o : 
th e  d e v io u s  in te re s t  w h ic h  
a re  b e h in d  th e  d e v e lo p -  , 
m en t o f  N o ra ic h o la i.

A p a rt f ro m  th e  p ro p o s a l 
to  lo c a te  th e  C o a l P o w e r  
S ta tio n  a t  M a w e lla  th e r e  l 
a re  s e v e ra l o th e r  lo c a t io n s  j 
in  ,the  S o u th  w h ic h  h a v e ; 
b e e n  id e n t i f ie d  b y  th e s e  . 
A m e r i c a n  C o n s u l t a n t s  : 
w h o  w e r e  h i r e d  b y  th e  
C E B  v e ry  m u c h  p r io r  to  
e n g a g in g  th e  c u r re n t c o n ­
su ltan ts  to  s tu d y  th e  s i te  a t 
N o ra ic h o la i.

T h e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  
an y  su ch  s ite  th ro u g h  th e  
p riv a te  s e c to r  o n  a  B O O / 
B O T  b a s is  w il l  n o t o n ly  
re s u lt in  d e v e lo p in g  su ch  
p o w e r  s ta tio n  a t a  lo w  c o s t 
b u t  c o u ld  a l s o  p r o v i d e  
e le c t r i c i ty  a t  a f f o r d a b le  
ra te s . - -  •
“  R ep o rted  e x p e n d itu re  o f  
40 0  M illio n  R u p ees  o n  s ite  
s t u d ie s  a t  N o r a i c h o l a i  
m ade  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  w e ll 
o v e r five  y e a rs , a  p e r io d  in  
w h ich  i f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  th is  C o a l F ire d  P o w e r  
S ta tio n  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  
p riv a te  sec to r, w o u ld  h av e  

-re su lted  in  th e  f i r s t  C o a l 
P o w e r  S ta tio n  p ro d u c in g  
ch eap  e le c tr ic ity  by  now .

T he ab o v e  fac ts  an d  the  
availab ility  o f  several sites 
in  th e  S o u th  in c lu s iv e  o f  
H a m b a n to ta  a l lo w s  th e  
G overnm en t to  lo ca te  the 
C o a l  P o w e r  S ta t io n  in  
S o u th  o f  th e  C o u n try  
thereby  n o t o n ly  d ev e lo p ­
ing  the S ou th  b u t a lso  p ro ­
v id e  th e  c o u n t r y  w ith  
p ro p er e le c tric ity  g en era t­
in g  fac ility  w h ich  is  now  
d e p r iv e d  th r o u g h  p r o ­
lo n g ed  an d  u n w an ted  a c ­
tiv ities at N ora ich o la i, d e ­
sp ite  the G o v ern m en ts  d e ­
c is io n  n o t  to  b u i ld  th e  
P o w e r  S ta t io n  a t 
N oraicho lai.


