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Norochchoiai - the problem within the problem
By Reid Shelton Fernando

World Environment Day is 
celebrated every year on June 
5. in order to emphasise the im­
portance of environment in 
human life. For the year 2006 
the theme set apart by the UN 
is the Desertification and de­
serts. The World Environment 
Day theme selected for 2006 is 
Deserts and Desertification 
and the slogan is Don't Desert 
I irylands! The slogan emphasi­
zes the importance of protect­
ing drylands, which cover 
more than 40% of the planet's 
surface. This ecosystem is 
home to one-third of the 
world's people who are more 
vulnerable members of society 
According to the UN informa­
tion the main international cel­
ebrations of the World Envi­
ronment Day 2006 will be held 
in Algeria.

in Sri Lanka there are no de­
serts but the process of desert i- 
fication is on through a process 
the humans deploy in the name 
of development. The process of 
deforestation is on the agenda 
when the unconcerned profit­
eers who cut the trees for log­
ging. On account of the urgent 
need of power-generation due 
to the escalation of the petrole­
um products, the general con­
sensus has been reached to 
have coal-fired power as the 
cheapest available. But the dan- 
gei's that are inherent in this 
project had not been properly 
assessed by the stakeholders of 
this coal-fired power genera­
tion. It is entirely detrimental 
to the environment and it will 
make the Peninsula of Kalpi- 
tiya a desert within the next 
ten years

Political options have varied 
from time to time. Several lead­
ers wh ile i n power or in the op- 
position did give assurances to 
(he people that this will not be 
built at Norochchoiai. Is it (hat 
the leaders do forget the prom­
ises that they give to the peo­
ple? Are the leaders dishonest? 
When the affected people had 
gone in for litigation to the ju ­
diciary. the case was with­
drawn because of the assuran­
ces given by the State and quot­
ing a Cabinet papers, [f the 
cabinet decision is reversed 
then this fact should be in­
formed and the original case 
will have to be revised. So the 
State is not faithful to the judi­
cial process and disregard for 
the judicial process in the 
country

It is stated by the engineers 
of the CEB that coal-power is 
the cheapest. The CEB did not 
cater to any other alternative 
other than coal-fired power. 
They campaigned only for coal. 
They did not bother even to in- 
uuire about other nossihilitioQ

They did not have research 
conducted on the other possi­
ble alternatives. The coal-fired 
power may be cheaper when 
compared with diesel supply. 
This attitude of the CEB has 
created a suspicion among the 
opponents whether the CEB is 
after the commission that goes 
on normally with any develop­
ment projects.

The Bishop of Chilaw lit. 
Rev Dr. Frank Marcus Fernan­
do campaigned against the im­
plementation of this project, 
not merely to save the shrine of 
St. Anne's at Talawila on sever­
al grounds the livelihood of 
the over 1tlt).not) people of the 
peninsula who would be affec­
ted. The poor farmers and the 
fishermen would have to give 
up their habitation. Further it 
is not only the farmers and 
fishermen of the peninsula, 
that would be affected by it but 
people over 40-50 kms around 
in the mainland would have 
environmental and health 
problems due to the gas that 
emanates from this plant. The 
bishop also stated the security 
reasons for opposing this proj- 
ect.The protest by the Bishop is 
not merely on the religious 
grounds. It is unfortunate (he 
stake holders have tried to dis­
credit the opposition by the 
Bishop with mere flimsy rea­
sons .

There is media disinforma­
tion by the stake-holders re­
garding the protests. They had 
stated that protestors are with 
tlie Diesel-lobbyists. 11 is not 
true at all.
Environmental issues -

It is learned that there is an 
EAI Report conducted by CEB 
whether done with or without 
the approval of the CEA Cen­
tral Environmental Authority 
in 1999 which was conducted 
by a EuiWpeatl Firm which has 
several flaws a s  shown by some 
local activists. Knowledgablo 
people have categorically sta­
ted that the report submitted 
by this concern has several 
statements that are untrue, 
while others are half-baked 
truths. That original project 
was mooted and designed |i>i- 
bettercoal I mm Australia and 
funds were promised by Japa­
nese Aid Programme. This coal 
was expensive. Now the foun­
dation was laid for a different 
set of machinery because the 
coal is imported from China. It 
is stated that the Chinese coal 
is dirty with a greater quantity 
of sulphur contained in them 
and creates a greater emission 
of sulphur gasses to the atmos­
phere. The 61.000 dollar ques­
tion is whether tile CEB lias 
conducted a El A report on the 
changes made to the original 
machinery.
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Residents protesting against the coal power project

part of the project holders i.e. 
CEB to make public such re­
ports. It is also laid down in the 
Environmental law enacted in 
Sri Lanka, that such reports 
must be available to the public 
for their perusal and the people 
have a right to ascertain the 
good and the bad about such is­
sues. .
Regarding the project with Chi­
nese aid and machinery -

it is an entirely different con­
struction that was mooted with 
Australian coal. Even the half- 
baked environment reports 
cannot he applied to this new 
set up. Therefore, the EAIR of 
the previous project, cannot be 
applied in that instance and a 
fresh EIAR has to be done 
which the CEB, the stakehold­
er. has not complied with so 
far.

According to the available re- 
porls to produce 300 MW of 
power 2640 metric tons of coal 
has to be used. Out of these 
10% is evaporated to the atmos­
phere and further 10% will be 
the ash.The earlier plan was to 
use this ash to produce cement 
but now the cement company 
has declined the offer.

The details of the changes in 
the pattern of the new factory 
and other changes are not 
made public.

How the imported coal is to 
be transported to the site is not 
made known yet

The original suggestion was 
to erect a jetty four km from 
the shore and to send the im­
ported coal to the power plant 
through a conveyor belt. The 
engineers who have explored 
this possibility of erecting the 
jetty have expressed negative 
views and it is not a feasible op­
tion to carry out when they 
need daily 2640 metric tons.

transport the coal from Trinco- 
malee to the power plant at 
Norochchoiai. The existing 
lines will not be able to comply 
with this provision of trans­
porting coal front Trincomalee. 
It means that there has to be a 
new railway line to be built and 
which has not planned yet con­
sequently no EIAR done.

Once the power plant is oper­
ative according to the stake­
holders in 2010, the generated 
power has to be linked up with 
the national grid. The sugges­
tion is to link up with Veyango- 
da. It also means that the high- 
tension power lines will have to 
be constructed and no plans 
are made and it is going to be 
further environmental catas­
trophe affecting the economy 
of the NWP and WI>

Falsification in the media
The State and private media 

are used by the State and the 
project holder CEB to carry on 
a vilification campaign. The 
facts and figures given are not 
entirely correct. The adver­
tisements in the print and 
electronic media carry on a 
campaign with half-baked 
truths. On a particular Friday, 
the Police organized a cam­
paign after the Mosque pray­
ers at Norochchoiai. The po­
lice supplied the posters and 
banners and forced people to 
carry them around. Then the 
media reported that the peo­
ple of the area are in sympa­
thy and that they are asking 
questions as to the delay.

There was another story of 
how the Kalpitiya police took 
a parcel of drugs in a bus. The 
Police had followed tho Inis 
from Kalpitiya and impoun- 

i ded the parcel. There was no 
, one responsible for this parcel 
of (true Then the news tinners

at Norochchoiai. (his is also lo 
give support to the Minister's 
constant barrage that those 
who oppose this project are in­
volved in drug dealing and are 
linked to smugglers. He even 
said that the Bishop and the 
priests in the area have be­
come stooges of these anti-so­
cial elements. Therefore, the 
Officials of the police are also 
responsible for this false cam 
paign.

Regarding Media blitz, on 
tlie day the foundation stone 
was laid ( I fill May 2006). there 
were several newspaper fea­
tures and lull-page advertise­
ments from the CEB. In one of 
the pictures there was a pho­
tograph from the Talawila 
mission house, where the 
Priest-administrator and an­
other priest were featured 
with the Minister of Power 
and Energy.

This was placed merely to 
show that thi' religious lead­
ers have given their blessing 
to this project. One news pa­
per carried news previously 
that the Bishop of Chilaw ap­
proved the project.
And later the Bish­
op of Chilaw had to 
clarify the issue 
stating that lie nev­
er met the Minis­
ter.

Com m issions and 
transparency

It is common 
knowledge that ev­
ery project has 
commissions given 
to the interested 
groups and signa­
tories. I think that 
this is an accepted 
practice a 
the world

commissions for the welfare 
of the people. It is common 
knowledge that a particular 
chairman of a state-run 
board, brought vehicles from 
these commissions. But what 
happens is that the officials 
and the leaders who receive 
such commissions do accrue 
them in foreign banks. In this 
project who are the recipients 
of such commissions? The fi­
nancial transactions must be­
come public knowledge. 
Alternatives

It is unfortunate that the 
State and the Stake holders 
haven’t taken note of alterna­
tives to the Coal-fired power. 
Even the recent articles in 
various international maga­
zines prove that renewable en­
ergy is cheaper and is envi­
ronmental friendly. There are 
several possibilities such as 
wind-power, solar power, natu­
ral gas and dendro-power. 
Some of these alternatives 
are cheaper and quicker. 
There are enough experi­
ments carried out all over the 
world. There is an interested 
group of academics, scien­
tists. engineers, environmen­
talists and activists who are 
ready involved in showing 
practically how these alterna­
tives are better options than 
the coal-fired power. It is un­
fortunate tlie services of these 
experts have been disregarded 
by the CEB, the M inistry and 
by I he Leaders.

This expert group had pub­
lished a brief paper and was 
sent to the media and it is to be 
published yet. I take this op­
portunity to highlight some of 
their opinions to show that 
there are better alternatives.

“ In any event, we are con­
cerned that these are, apart 
from the proposed generation 
of 100MW of electrical energy 
using fuel wood, the only visi­
ble plans for the energy sector. 
They are directly in contradic­
tion with the declared policies 
of recognising that energy is a 
much wider subject than elec­

tricity, enhancing energy se­
curity and energy sovereignty, 
concern for the environment
etc.

The Government has al­
ready accepted in principle a 
role for Dendro power for elec­
tricity generation. This is to 
be commended. Bio-fuels for 
transportation is another that 
needs to be factored into any 
plan for energy sustainability. 
There are other sources that 
should be considered, includ­
ing some with a shorter time 
span for implementation than 
coal. Wind energy for electrici­
ty generation is one such. One 
estimate of the total on-shore 
wind energy potential in Sri 
Lanka is a high 24,000 MW! We 
need to have an active R & D 
programme for the develop­
ment of local capacity in wind 
turbine design and construc­
tion. Solar thermal and solar 
photovoltaic for specific appli­
cations are other options.

If the Government is keen to 
have a fossil fuel based option 
to meet base electricity de­
mand for the short term, we 
strongly suggest that Natural 
Gas too be considered as an op­
tion. There is one other option 
that needs to be pursed before 
any fossil fuel based genera­
tion is considered, even as a 
stop-gap measure. It is estima­
ted that a considerable 
amount of electrical energy 
(equivalent to a substantial in­
stalled capacity) may be saved 
by energy conservation, espe­
cially in the hospitality indus­
try. A case study is presented 
on the Singapore govt, web 
site on the Grand Hyatt hotel 
retrofit. It is being used as a 
case study and good example 
of what has been done. The 
capital required is reasonable, 
and the pay-back period is 
very short. If the Government 
co-ordinates this activity as 
major project, it will qualify 
for carbon credit, and even the 
modest investment required 
may be forthcoming through 
the CDM scheme".

over
Sump

P ro p o sa ls  -
a) Let the CEB and the politicians do review this project even though the foundation stone is 
laid. There are several projects that have not gone beyond the foundation stone.
b) Let there be a public hearing and let everyone consider this issue beyond party affiliations 
and think of the future of the country in an environmental-friendly manner.
I place some ot these proposals from the expert group
c) Immediately institute a major energy saving strategy as a means of overcoming the imme­
diate problems of the electricity industry, which could outdo 300-900 megawatts
d) We propose that the energy policy as enunciated by the Government be given more cre­
dence by a commitment to move towards a totally renewable energy scenario by a defined 
date"
e) Declare the intention of totally phasing out all non-renewable sources of energy within 
(say) twenty-five years. Review all other fossil fuel based projects, with a view to making 
them compatible with phasing out fossil fuels in twenty-five yearsf) No subsidies of any sort 
be given to fossil fuels, instead any subsidies that may be available should be directed to re­
newable.
nl Use a multi-r.riterinn annrnach to nroiect evaluation


