
' . lN ews_COP_2001-39.pdf!___ ;
j Cft/oi/oi isw A  A rep|y t0 Qr Tilak Siyambalapitiya

j Norochcholai delay and electricity bills in 2004
| The article w hich appeared under the above 
j title in your publication o f  14/6/2001 is one in 
i a series o f  inform ative articles w ritten by Dr. 
j Tilak Siyam balapitiya. H e along w ith engi- 
! neers o f the CEB had w orked relentlessly to  J educate the people, w ith facts and figures on 
; the necessity o f introducing coal pow er to the 
j generation system , giving special em phasis to 
j the  N orochcholai site. O f electricity  con- 
. sum ers, 99.999 per cent accept their views; so 
] m uch so that I have heard m y “Kussi A m m a”
! discussing the m atter w ith the neighbours. I 
| leave the .001 per cent to  those w ho are 
1 against. H ere I have to  point out a  slight error 
! in Dr. Tilak S iyam balapitiya’s letter w here he
! says “ ........... the governm ent suspended the
project in the year 2000 ow ing to  protests by 

'  j  one individual” .
! It could be accepted that the objections of 
{this individual is the m ain reason; but there 
i w ere one or tw o retired engineers and one

claim ing be civil engineer and an expert in 
energy planning w ho also objected. The objec­
tions on engineering grounds have been com ­
prehensively debunked by m ore know ledge­
able local and foreign persons w ith the latest 
technologies, computations etc. I believe that 
the objections o f  these engineers (retired) were 
not the m ain reasons for suspension, bu t those 
o f the adam ent individual who had the im agin- 
eray fear o f  a  threat to  a shrine, 11km away 
from  Norochcholai.

The urgency in com m encing the w ork on 
this project has been voiced by the Sri Lanka 
Institute o f Engineers and also m ore alarm ing­
ly by the C ham ber o f  Small Industries. This 
does not m ean that ordinary consum ers are not 
concerned. They are helplessly w aiting to  see 
the outcom e. The question now to be answ ered 
by the governm ent is w hether the project is to 
be suspended for the sake o f the 0.001 per cent 
o f consum ers who have frivolous objections

and m ake consum ers pay double o r treble the 
present rate?

The B ishop o f  C hilaw  has catagorically 
stated that it is the governm ent’s responsibili­
ty, although he objects. H ere the President w ho 
had given an undertaking to  the B ishop o f 
C hilaw  during  the W ayam ba P rovincial 
C ouncil elections to  suspend the project, could 
now take advantage o f  the recen t statem ent by 
the B ishop w here he states “The governm ent 
has the authority to  proceed w ith the project. 
H ow ever, it w ould be ac ting  on  its ow n 
responsibility” w hile m aintain ing his objec­
tion. N either party w ill lose face if  the p lant is 
constructed and allay the fears o r threats w hich 
are im aginary. Tim e w ill prove, w hen the plant 
is com m issioned that all th is fuss is ‘O’.
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