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\  ^Continued from yesterday
- Theoretically, hum an  righ ts can  have no 

cultural o r religious exceptions as they are 
conceived to  be  of universal na tu re  especially 
when it com es to extrem e cases o f people 
being forcibly being executed or physically 
Harmed in  th e  nam e o f culture o r religion. 
Every hum an  being has a righ t toTife-and this 
•Cannot be sacrificed in  the nam e of cultural 
and religious sustenance. A certain  level of 
global sensibility has developed- in  th is line. 
Finally, a global level in te rest has em erged to 
p ro tect and  secure the in te rests  o f oppressed  
g ro u p s (i.e. w om en, ch ild ren , m inority  
groups) and  m ore specifically those  who are 
identified as indigenous groups (e.g. ved- 
dhas). Globalization, a lthough  o ften  bashed 
as yet ano ther form  o f w estern ization  cam ou­
flaged in new  attire, h as  an  elem ent th a t iden­
tifies and appreciates the hum an  cultural 
diversity. Unlike the drive tow ards m odernity  
in  which We saw cultural diversity as som e­
thing im peding cap ita list developm ent and 
therefore to  be elim inated  th rough  m odern­
ization  by following the  w estern  m odel, glob­
alization. seem s to  recognize and  appreciate 
the significance of cultural-h istorical diversi­
ty. (Here, I should  cau tion  th a t there  is a  very 
sub tle  p ro cess  of co o p ta tio n  as well as 
com oditification of cu ltu ra l p ractices w ithin 
the global capitalist econom y in  the Third 
World countries. Equally, there  is a lo t of pol­
itics to  th is p o stm odern  veneration  o f the tra ­
ditional as well)

For instance, V eddha peop le  going to 
Switzerland and  to th e  U nited N ations can be 
cited as an exam ple in  spite o f its  superficial­
ity and politicization. But, let u s  give some 
credit to  the w est w ho re jec ted  these  k ind  of 
people as being prim itive and  barbaric a t one 
point in  h is to ry  now  take  them  to  their hom es 
on their term s (i.e. V eddah leader a ttending 
the UN m eetings w ith  h is axe o n  h is shoul­
ders) a lthough people w ith  ‘w eapons’ (?) are 
n o t usually allowed. Freedom  of speech is 
considered as som ething to  be  pro tec ted  
globally and  as a re su lt there is a growing 
in terest in  the w orld to  preserve the m edia 
freedom  in  each country. Overall, w hat we see 
is a specific k ind o f global politics which is 
no t necessarily  p u rsu ed  by the nation -sta tes 
as such, b u t by o ther in ternational organiza­
tions and  non-governm ental organizations.

C u ltu ra l G lobaliza tion : All th ro u g h o u t 
history, people o f one place have in teracted  
w ith those from  d iffe ren t places. People have 
m oved fro m  one p lace  to  ano ther. 
Colonialism in troduced  w hat we call w estern­
ization  in to  their fo rm er colonies. The dom i­
nan t cultured in terac tions tha t we so far knew 
of, is one o f im itating  the  w est, hence to 
approxim ate modernity'. Today, th e  stratefeto; - 
and m odes of in te rac tions are so diversified, 
cultural in ie tac tion  h as becom e less system ­
atic and  hom ogenous. A rjun A ppadurai, an 
Ind ian  A nthropologist, tries to  explain this 
.Cultural g loba liza tion  recogn iz ing  several 
Human landscapes fo rm ing  a t global scale - 
C thnoscapes, m ediascapes, financecapes, and 
lechnoscapes. Here, he  refers to  w idening 
Avenues th rough  w hich th e  w orld  is econom ­
ically as; w ell a s  cu ltu ra lly  connected . 
Avenues o f cultu ral in terac tion  a t  th e  global 
level h a^e  th u s  b ro ad en ed , d ram atica lly

changing the ethnic, religious and cultu ral 
constitu tion  o f national societies and self- 
iden tity  of th e  individuals. Let us take two 
exam ples. One has becom e p a rt of g lobaliza­
tion  process unknow ingly. W hen you sit dow n 
in  fron t your television, you are willingly or 
unwillingly p laced w ithin th e  globed cultu ral 
universe. (The fact th a t m ore than  hialf o f th is 
global cu ltu ral universe is rep resen ted  by the 
w estern  cultural d iscourse is a serious m a tte r 
to  be addressed) The m ost fam ous teledram a 
in  Sri Lanka in  the recen t tim es was no t a Sri 
Lankan one, b u t “Shanthi. “ See w hat the little  
children  know  about cartoons and o ther fea­
tures, Seasam e Street to  Mortal-Combati Night 
Rider to  Batm an. But on th e  o ther hand  we 
ourselves have b rough t sim ilar p rog ram s 
such sudu puncha, T in  Tin dubbed  in  Sinhala 
and  Tamil, a lthough  the dom inance of the 
ou tside  program s is too difficult to  challenge. 
Take for exam ple changing consum ption  p a t­
te rn s and th e  k ind of re s tau ran ts  com ing ou t 
rapidly. “Game Kade” h as gained a renew ed 
in terest. If one m erely considers the nam ing 
p a tte rn s  of re s tau ran ts  (Gedera, Kussiya, Pol 
A thu Kade), it is clear th a t certain  local food 
earlie r con sid e red  as “undeveloped" and  
gode, are m aking their way into the su p e r­
m arkets in big cities. Therefore, cultural glob­
alization  is n o t m erely w estern ization  as such 
b u t i t  p resu p p o ses a certain  am oun t of local­
iza tio n  too incorporating  the elem ents o f the 
indigenous. Of course, all these changes are 
m ade possib le  by th e  open economy. The 
k ind  of cu ltu ral transactions and connections 
m ade are so diverse, dynam ic and  non-sys- 
tem atic, the end  cultural o u tp u t is difficult to  
grasp.

E nv ironm en ta l G lobalization: How is it
th a t globalization  and  environm ent re la tes to  
each other? In fact, it is the environm ental cri­
sis th a t has m ade the w orld largely “globally 
conscious”. The causes of the environm ental 
crisis are so global in  the sense tha t all citi­
zens of the w orld  have con tribu ted  to th e  cri­
sis in  d ifferen t ways although  one can m ake 
the argum en t th a t it is the w estern  industria l 
na tions th a t are m ore responsible. However, 
m ost im p o rtan t is th a t the effects of the cri­
sis spare n o  national boundary . Global w arm ­
ing will affect all of u s irrespective of w here 
we are. A global crisis m u s t necessarily  p ro ­
duce a g lobal response  although the very 
actions m ay have to  be local and individual 
(i.e. struggle to  lim it th e  increase in carbon  
gases). This is why the  environm ental m ove­
m en t insightfu lly  em ploys “Think globally 
and act locally” au tho red  by B rundtland as 
their m otto . Most im portan tly , environm ental 
issues are im plicated  up o n  economic, p o liti­
cal and  social re la tionsh ips and therefore  the 
connections betw een environm ent and  g lob­
alization  are  m ore com plex than  we think. 
However, tim e-space com pression  is well 
illu stra ted  in  the contex t o f the environm en­
tal crisis; C hernobyl is only one sm all exam ­
ple.

> G lobalization: M yths a n d  C hallenges
fh u s 'a

in tensified  th e  in terre la tionsh ips in  the  w orld 
in  econom ic, political, social and environm en­
ta l spheres th u s  m inim izing the im portance 
of the  variables o f d is tance  and  tim e b u t m ax­
im izing a global sense to  a certain  extent. 
While th is is the m o s t identifiable fea tu re  of 
g lobalization, people tend  to  in te rp re t as well 
as to  m isin te rp re t by  relating  it to  in te rn a ­
tionalization , fu rtherance  of w estern ization  
an d  ex tension  o f im perialism . It is true  th a t 
g lobalization  entails a good p ro p o rtio n  of 
w estern ization . But it  canno t be equated  w ith

them . The way in  which globalisation unfo lds 
itse lf varies geographically and |therefore  th e  
k ind of questions arise in relation to  g lobal­
iza tio n  also differ from  one society to  an o th ­
er. W hat we need  to  understand  is th a t m ost 
ten e ts  o f g lobaliza tion , iare debatable and  
hence it is constan tly  contested.

For example, internationalization refers to  
a p rocess o f in terre lationsh ips betw een sov­
ereign  nation  s ta tes  to prom ote congenial 
re la tio n s  w ith in  th e  nation -sta te  system . 
Further, its  p u rp o se  is to  m ake the n a tio n ­
s ta te  system  m ore pow erful apd best exam ple 
for th is is the in terpatiorial a^thfities an d  
fo ru m s in itia te d  by the U nited N ations. 
G lobalization does no t involve pation  s ta te s  
as th e ir p rim ary  u n it o f action; its pu rp o se  is 
n e ith e r to  p rom o te  no t to destabalize th e  
in te rs ta te  system . There are, in  fact, m ultip le  
agen ts o f globalization- M ultinational co rp o ­
ra tions, NGOs, Private international in s ti tu ­
tions, special in te re s t g roups and so on  
a lthough  their in p u t can vary.

This takes u s to  a very im portan t m a tte r  
re la ted  to g lobalization. D oes globalization  
d isem pow er the na tion  state? As m en tioned  
above, econom ic sta tistics indicate th a t eco­
n o m ic  pow er of n a tio n  s ta te  h a s  b een  
decreasing  giving w3y to  the m ultinational 
corpora tions. This is a m atte r th a t can be 
argued  bo th  ways. In fact, East Asia p rov ides 
a good exam ple w here governm ents and  th e  
m ultina tional firm s have w orked together to 
m ake the region econom ically m ore viable. 
East Asia is in tricately  in tegrated  to the w orld  
cap ita list econom y. But, this does n o t m ean  
th a t the East A sian s ta tes  have lo s t then- 
pow er. G overnm ents as well as the firm s are 
exploiting th e  econom ic com plem entarities 
o f th e  region to  m utually  avoid.the risks an d  
h igh  costs o f b usiness to  prom ote dynam ic 
g row th  in  th e  region. The situation  in  East 
Asia d irects u s  to  a d ifferent tendency w ith in  
g lobalization- th a t is regionalization ra th e r 
them a case of losing sta te  power.

But the experience of the  Third W orld poo r 
coun tries such  as Sri Lanka cah be  very d if­
feren t. Even in  th e  case of H um an Rights 
issues, In ternational O rganizations can, at 
tim es, be b iased  against T hird W orld p o o r 
countries. They are losing their bargain ing  
pow er in  an  increasingly globalized world 
a lthough  a  very few  sta tes suciH as India has 
r is e n  am id s t in te rn a tio n a l ^pressure (i.e. 
nuclea r issue). But this situation shou ld  n o t 
m erely  be a ttr ib u ted  to the forces o f global­
iza tio n  b u t th e  political cu ltu re  o f these  soci­
e ties is also largely responsible, In fact, politi­
c ians as well as o th er civic leaders ten d  to  Use 
g lobalization  as a scapegoat, | i s  can be wit­
n e s s e d  fro m  is su e s  s u c h f a s  Eppaw ala 
P hosphate  Mine in  Sri Lank£| As economic 
g loba liza tion  is unavo idab ly  keep ing  the 
n a tio n  s ta te  strong  and m ahaa in ing  a good 
political cu ltu re  is, in  fact, im io rtan t. Global 
capita l requ ires peaceful antif stab le  sta tes. 
S ta tes  can  em erge  s t ro n g jb y  p reserv in g  
hum an  rights, m aking the polity ancLsdciety 

‘'dem ocratic and-observ ing  good e0M m & enK  
ta l e thos th u s m aking them selvgl attractive
to global capital.

N evertheless, m any th ink thfft g lobaliza­
tion  m ake developing countriesjgfaccumb to 
w estern iza tion  ever m ore rapiWy changing 
th e  national (?) cultures. (Here, w m ust s ta te  
th a t we have always blam ed “som ething else 
“ fo r ou r cu ltu ra l de te rio riza tio n jjid  now the 
la te s t cu lp rit is globalization, i lm i  1960s we 
b lam ed  colonialism ; then  u n t* p l9 7 0 s  we 
b lam ed  im perialism ; 1980s arm  1990s we 
b lam ed  the  o p en  econom y anq lhow  in  the

new  cen tu ry  we have conveniently found 
globlization). This takes u s to  the nex t chal­
lenging issu e  related  to  globalization. Does 
g lobaliza tion  th rea ten  the local cu ltu res and 
hence does it d ispose localization? (Those 
w ho b ring  o u t this argum ent should  critically 
exam ine th e  question  w hether there  is som e­
th ing  called  “local/national culture in  a un i­
fied  sense  w ithin any country) This is the 
fo rem o st as well as u ltim ate criticism  against 
g lo b a liz a tio n  em anating fro m  develop ing  
countries. This idea tha t g lobalization  th rea t­
ens w hat is local em anates from  ano ther 
assum ption;, ,thaj; is, globalization is  no th ing  
b u t w esternization, ft is true: th a t w estern  
societies lead  globalization and  as a result, 
w hat is w estern  becom es “global” due to the 
inc reasin g  m ed ia tiza tion  of cu ltu re . So, 
Dallas,-Night Rider and Sesame Street becom e 
p a rt o f global consum ption. Expanding global 
culture and economy m ake M adonna and 
Michael Jackson to  find a global audience. 
W hat is m ost im portant is w hether th is kind 
of sp read  of popular culture th rough  .media 
signify a uniform  global culture dissolving 
local cultures. This is the side we see directly 
w hen we talk  about globalization.

Then, w hat about all th e  Indian cultural 
im pact; “Shanthi” is one o f the m ost fam ous 
fam ily te led ram a recen tly ; shalw ar has 
becom e one of the m ost popular dresses, 
Chinese res tau ran ts are established even in  
rem ote p laces in the country, Indian and 
P ak istan i re s tau ran ts  serving C hapathi; 
Indian celebrities come to  Sri Lanka for fund 
raising  etc. There is a series o f changes occur­
ring in  our societies w hich can neither be 
identified  as being w esternized or otherwise.

So far, we talked about “u s” receiving 
th ings from  elsewhere. Let m e take a differ­
en t example. Certain things (food, music, 
dress) which are branded as rural and local, 
and of course, as “belonging to  the p o o r” are 
m aking their way to  the Superm arkets and 
hotels. Why is it tha t rice and  curry is  served 
in a  “w attiya” in  Majestic city? Urban eating 
p laces now  try  to portray  their authenticity. 
Why is  it th a t the national d ress  (Sarong and 
the national) has found a place am ong the 
new  elite (not th e  politicians)? (Whether these 
symbolic gestures will p rom ote any ideologi­
cal transformation within our society is to  be 
debated.) Not only that, certain  local p roduc ts  
are finding their way in to  the in ternational 
m arket (e.g. Link Sudantha too th  paste). Many 
Ayurvedic products are today developed for 
the international m arket. Herbal hea lth  care, 
which is unique form  of Ayurvedic m edicine, 
has found  a global m arket. What I try  to  
stress here  is  tha t globalization is  n o t m erely 
one-way stree t from  the w est to  east as it  is 
usually potrayed. There is a  tendency tow ards 
bot regionalization as well as localiza tion  
w ithin the process of globalization. Earlier, 
‘m odem  and traditional’ w as view ed as d iag­
onally opposed elem ents. Now, th e re  are 
exchanges betw een ru r a l / t ra d i t io n a l an d  
urban /m odern . Especially w ith th e  increasing  

^ sav iro n m en ta l consciousness, there  is a ten ­
dency tow ards “going n a tu ra l a n d  organic.” 
For example, Kothala llim b u tu  h as becom e an  
im p o rtan t m edicine. W hat w as earlie r con­
d em ned  as local and  trad itiona l is now  p laced  
h igh  in  th e  p o st m o d em  space. T here is a 
g lobal dem and  as well a s  a recogn ition  for 
w hat is indigenous. (R ather th an  tak ing  m ea­
su res  to  contro l the dem an d  as  w ell as th e  
supp ly  side of K othala H im butu , w e have left 
its m a rk e t be to tally  anarchic. As a  resu lt, it 
m igh t d isappear soon. We sho u ld  figh t fo r 
the p a te n t righ ts o f such  local p ro d u c ts  w hen

they are u sed  in  m edicine by outside com pa­
nies. We could im plem ent a  course of action  ! 
to  avoid m isuse of such  locally im p o r ta n t1 
herbs to  ensure its  long-term  existence. It is 
un fo rtunate  th a t it  is n o t globalization per se, 
b u t our own politicians and short-sighted  
people  th a t destroys w hat is local w ithout any 
consideration)

Such cultural fusions in  various countries j 
signal th a t there m ay be  emerging se ts o f new  
cultures, which are fed from  all so r ts  o f cul­
tu ra l flows bo th  in ternal and (external. For 
exam ple, certain changes in  the field  o f danc­
ing  and  m usic in tSri Lanka show  ihait .they are ' 
n e ith e r purely  (?) Sri Lankan, ttor Indian or 
w estern . But people enjoy and su p p o rt th em  ; 
a lthough  som e m ight criticize them  as u n -S r i! 
L ankan popular m usic. Take for exam ple how  ' 
C hanna W ijewardena has m astered  the a r t  o f 
dancing  in to  a  new  hybrid  form. In fact, th is  
is th e  k ind  o f th ing th a t Partha C hatterjee 
describes  as belonging to  “independent im ag­
in a tio n ” w hich is n e ither totally contro lled  by 
w este rn  influence n o r m otivated  by a naive 
native exceptionaslism . In the field o f m usic, 
th e re  have been  dynam ic innovations b len d ­
in g  fo lk  m u sic  w ith  o th e r fo rm s. M any 
dynam ic singers have come to  the fo refron t 
as th e re  are m ore avenues for them  to  p re ­
sent.

It is  im p o rtan t to  u n d e rs tan d  th a t th e  cu l­
tu ra l changes associa ted  w ith  globalization  
can no  longer be un d ers to o d  as a  s im p le ' 
expansion  of the w estern  ideology. Thus, to  a  
certa in  extent, g lobalization, in  fact, p re su p ­
poses localization. Ecologically sensitive glob­
al to u ris t requires u s  to  p ro tec t our n a tu ra l 
beau ty  and  cultu ral heritage. T herefore, th e re  
is an  opportun ity  fo r u s  to  p reserve  an d  
m ain ta in  na tu ra l and  cultured a rtifac ts in  a 
globalizing world although  u n fo rtu n a te ly  it  is 
our ow n peop le /po litic ians w ho d estro y  th em  
and  th in k  about very sh o rt-te rm  gains. W hat I 
w an t to  stress  here  is th a t g loba liza tion  d o es 
n o t necessarily  su p p ress  w hat is  local as w hat 
w as an tic ipated  w ith m odern iza tion .

As a whole, g lo b a liz a tio n  is an o p e n  
p ro cess  and  its  d irec tions are nev er p re d e te r­
m ined. Of course, i ts  w este rn iz ing  im p ac ts  
rem ain  dom inant an d  m uch  fe lt by  th e  devel­
oping countries. The rea so n  fo r th is  is th a t 
g lobaliza tion  un fo ld s itse lf w ith in  th e  ex is t­
ing  geopolitical and  econom ic pow er balance; 
it  is  closely re la ted  to  the dy n am ics1’o f th e  
cap ita list economy. T herefore , w e co n tinue  to  
th in k  th a t g lobalization  is y e t an o th e r ex ten ­
sion  o f  w estern  im peria lism  com plete ly  d is re ­
gard ing  th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  an d  new  sp aces  it 
p rov ides to  the non -w este rn  w orld . In  som e 
societies, th e  s ta tu s-q u o  m ay  u se  “g lo b a liza ­
tio n ” in  very paradox ica l s itu a tio n s: overin ­
te rp re tin g  it as w es te rn iza tio n  to  w in  the  
local peop le  and  th e n  to  u se  i t  as an  u ltim a te  
scapegoat to  p u rs u e  certa in  po lic ies w h ich  
a re  n o t very popu lar.

G lo b a liza tio n  is  n o t a n  a u to n o m o u s  
p ro cess  de term in ing  th e  d e s tin y  o f the  p e o ­
p le  in  th e  21s t cen tu ry  in  a  p a rtic u la r d irec­
tion . O ur fu tu re  w ill d ep en d  on  how,, we 
engage w ith  i t  an d  th e  co n tex ts  w ith in  w hich  
w e do so can  re s u lt in  d iffe ren t experiences 
o f g lobalization  w hich  w ou ld  vary over tim e, 
sp ace  an d  very im p o rta n tly  social class. 
T herefore, i t  is  p a ra m o u n t th a t w e try  to  
escape  from  th e  h is to rica l Sri L ankan inh ib i­
tion  o f “b lam ing som eth ing  else fo r ou r ills” 
in  th e  new  cen tu ry  a n d  s ta r t critically looking 
a t o u r own p itfa lls  and  sho rtcom ings to  see 
w hy we get the “b a d ” th ings even from  glob 
alization .

Concluded


