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Hambantota power plantf .
Pl‘ OJGCt given to Chinese

, gomg through the1r quo '

by Iﬂmam leam '

‘ Plans are afoot to handover the con-
. tract of the 1,200 Mw Power Plant in
. 'Hamhantota to a'Chinese firm, senior

"'Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) ofﬁc1als -

. said yesterday
" A senior ofﬁcer told The Island yes-

B terday that the Board of Investment

(Bbl) and. Enterpnse Development and

InGéstment Promotion Minister:Dr. .

‘ :.:Amunugama had recommended )

. the ¢ontract of the southern power plant -
" to ’Bé given to the Chinese company.

“It is.

owever, this ¢ ofﬁcer said:
wnopg to give 1 the contract to a firm after
' cafling-for tenders and getting nearly 14

' biéders both locally and internationally.

* 'Bifl§ were called recently in the local
ne\’w;spapers o

: dVIany in the CEB, including the pow-
‘ ertu.'l engineers’ union, are puzzled over

: *'thé ; decision of the Bol and. the
g En"terpnse Development and Investment :

-Promotlon Ministry; he added.
: ‘He sa1d that it is very unprofessmnal

. '«.towreject other bldders even. w1thout,

o

‘ ad hog
) Kerawalap1t1ya Power Plant too is going -

fi rm_..___. . |

- The Island learns that' the Chmese -
company which rece1ved the green light'
is a company that has vested interests.

© Meanwhile, another spokesman said |

that responsible bodies and officers have -.:

.to take serious and careful decisions per- *
taining to the power sector “’l‘helr 'deci- .

sions are going affect the economy of the |

country or put added burden to the com: -
’ _mon man.” .

~*Citing exarnples he sa1d that due to"‘?\..
de01s1ons the 30 MW ..

to be unsuccessful. Some ‘CEB officials -
believe that if the Kerawalapitiya Power
Plant is constructed and operated it will

cost the country a staggermg 77 mlll1on. -

a day L

CEB Engineers Umon Pre31dent

Ananda Piyathilaka yesterday said that

though he cannot comment on the above . ;

figures, the cost' of Kerawalapitiya
Power Plant certainly would increase. -
He said that earlier the .cost of the

-plant was US$ 220 million and later 1t

shot up to US$ 300 m1]llon

e b




