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Brakes on Norochcholai
i

i By Munza Mushtaq
M in is t e r  A n u r u d d h a  

R a tw a t te  w h o  r e c e n t ly  
‘ c la im ed  the N orochcho la i 
| c o a l  p o w e r  p la n t ’s c o n -  
! s truc tion  co u ld  b eg in  once 

lo an s  w e re  a p p ro v e d  h as 
i o n ce  a g a in  ru le d  o u t th e  
I c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  p la n t 
i w ith  n o  o b v io u s  re a s o n . J B ish o p  o f  C h ila w  F ra n k  
l M arcu s F e rn an d o  too , has 
o n ce  aga in  said  to  be ob ­

je c tin g  to  th e  p lan t.
A c c o rd in g  to  M in is try  

sources the  reaso n  fo r this 
dec is ion  is y e t to  b e  g iven  
and  it is  a lso  lea rn t it  had  
d e c id e d  n o t to  e x p e d ite  
w o rk  o n  th e  3 0 0  M W  
K e r a w a la p i t iy a  p o w e r  
p lan t.

T h e  P o w er and  E nergy  
M in istry  has a lso  decided  
tha t the only  w ay  the pow er 
c r is is  c o u ld  b e  so lv ed  is

w ith  th e  p riva te  sec to r par­
tic ipation .

W ith  th is  in  m in d  th e  
T reasu ry  re c e n tly  ca lled  
fo r tenders from  the private  
sec to r to  supp ly  genera to rs 
w h ich  could  p roduce  1050 

-M W  o f e lec tric ity  w h ich  
w ou ld  be  sufficient till year 
2011.

T h e  T re a s u ry  h a d  a s ­
su red  th a t there  w ou ld  no t 
be  any  pow er crisis till year

2011, i f  these  genera to rs 
w ere  p u t in to  operation .

H ow ever, the C EB  E n g i­
n ee rs  U n io n  said  i f  these  
genera to rs w ere  h ired , the 
p o ss ib il ity  o f  a p r ic e  in ­
crease  by  the C EB  w ould  
com e in to  effect.

“C onsum ers w ill have  to 
pay  an annual Rs. 14 b illion 
i f  tw o  o f  these  th ree  350 
M W  p o w er p lan ts are  set 
u p ” , the u n ion  said. Setting

up o f  the N orochcho la i and 
K e r a w a la p i t iy a  p o w e r  
p lan t w ou ld  n o t b ring  im ­
m ed ia te  re lie f  to  the po w er 
crisis , the  u n io n  added:

“ T he  step  taken  b y  the 
treasury  to  advertise calling 
fo r generators from  the p ri­
vate  com pan ies  is  a g im ­
m ick  ju s t to  show  the p u b ­
lic th a t they  w ere  try ing  to  
so lv e  th e  p re s e n t p o w e r  
crisis. T h e  only  reason  w hy

p r iv a te  c o m p a n ie s  w e re  i 
ca lled  to  supply  genera to rs 
is  to  g a in  heav y  com m is­
sions fo r ce rta in  ind iv idu ­
als “, the C E B E U  said.

“ B y  u n d e rc u tt in g  th e  j 
p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  th e  i 
K e r a w a la p i t iy a  a n d  
N o r o c h c h o la i  p o w e r  1 
p ro jec ts the coun try  w ill be 
p ara ly sed  in to  an  u n n eces­
sary c ris is” , th e  eng ineers 
added.


