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YACHT MARINA ZONE 
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
Galle Port identified as the Best in the World (

Identified for development as 
the first tourist port in Sri Lan­
ka, construction work on the 
Yacht M arina Zone at the Galle 
Harbour com m enced on Janu­
ary 15. The Galle Port is the on­
ly Sri Lankan harbour that pro­
vides facilities for pleasure en­
joym ent and the International 
Yacht Society has recognised 
the port as one o f the world’s 
best suited for the cruise and 
yacht seasons, which prevail 
from  October to March during 
the non-monsoon period.

Construction o f the Yacht 
M arina Zone consists o f two 
phases. Phase One consists o f 
development o f basic facilities 
for the yacht marina with 
berthing facilities for 50 yachts 
o f 15m long and 3m draft. Total 
expenditure for Phase One o f 
the project has been estimated 
to be approximately Rs.125 m il­
lion and is expected to be com ­
pleted within six months. The 
project w ill utilize the m axi­
mum usage o f local engineer­
ing expertise as well as the ex­
isting high standard port re­
courses.

Phase Two o f the project will 
include the extension of the 
yacht m arina to accomm odate 
30 m ore yachts and develop­
ment o f facilities for cruise 
ships with berthing require­
ments for 300m long and 9m 
draft hulls.

All these constructions at the 
Galle Port are being carried out 
under the fullest supervision of 
the Executive D irector o f the 
SLPA Dr. Sanjaya Sedara Senar- 
ath. These projects have been 
im plemented on  the advice o f 
President Rajapaksa and under 
the guidance o f the Ports, Avia­
tion, Irrigation and Water Man­
agement M inster Chamal Raja­
paksa.

Vocational Training Minister 
Piyasena Gamage, Socia l Serv­
ices and Social Welfare M in is­
ter Lional Premasiri, the Mayor 
o f Galle Mr. M ethsiri De Silva, 
M anaging D irector o f  SLPA 
Capt. Nihal Keppetipola, E xec­
utive D irector Dr. Sanjaya Se­
dara Senarath, D irector Mr. 
Prasanna Kalutharage, O ffi­
cers o f the SLPA, representa­
tives o f  the Port Trade U nions 
and a number o f  staff members 
and employees o f  the Galle Port 
participated at the occasion.

Construction of the Yacht 
Marina Zone consists of 
two phases. Phase One con­
sists of development of ba­
sic facilities for the yacht 
marina with berthing fa­
cilities for 50 yachts of 15m 
long and 3m draft.

Expressing their views, the 
Sri Lanka Ports' Authority 
(SLPA) Chairm an Dr. Priyath 
Bandu W ickrama stated that 
under the new management

policies im plem ented by the 
SLPA, regional ports such as 
the Galle Port will be developed 
enabling them to develop inde­
pendently. This would result in 
harbours expanding and pro­
gressing rapidly without being 
dependent and being a burden 
to the developm ent projects of 
the Colom bo Port. He added 
that the developm ent o f  the 
Galle Port w ill immensely ben­
efit the elevation o f tourism  in 
the h istorical city o f Galle and 
in return it w ill benefit not on­
ly Galle but also the total local 
econom ic developm ent o f Sri 
Lanka.


