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CEB's questionable 
coal power development-2
by Carlo Fernando

Former Power D evelopment 
Consultant, CEB

ith regard to coal power, the m ost 
essential pow er source to  provide a' 
reliable and econom ical pow er sup- 

ply, the CEB talks o f  only Norachcholai —  the 
w orst site for a coal pow er p lant baked- on '1 
im ported coal. It is worse than Trincom alee 
securitywise. There are also serious drawbacks 
in civil engineering aspects. M ind you siting a 
coal pow er plant is a  civil engineer’s task  and 
not that o f an electrical engineer. The fault lies 
here. So far for any pow er developm ent Work 
the CEB gets dow n foreign personnel paying 
them  hundreds o f million rupees ignoring the 
local civil engineering expertise.

The prom oters o f Norachcholai claim  that 
local and foreign experts have recom m ended 
this site. Let them  reveal w ho those experts 
are; This project Was shifted to Norachcholai 
from  the 'JC I favoured site Negom bo by some 
electrical engineers who did not have ariything 
to  do with these coal pow er studies. M ind you 
officials although given high flown designa­
tions in . their w ork places and letters added in 
front and behind their nam es,.do  not becom e 
experts overnight by virtue o f these im pressive 
titles:

W hen B lack & Veatch U SA  - Trinco Coal 
Pow er Consultant - made studies for an alter­
native site they also,considered a coal pow er 
p lant to be sited in Puttalam area. I f  so coal has 
to  be unloaded in Colom bo and then transport­
ed to Puttalam  by train. They never approved 
an unstable 4  km  long jetty  protruding ou t into 
a stormy m onsoonal sea. .

Those who. are. to  be blam ed for this utter 
mess are foreign funded environm entalists, the 
diesel,lobby, inexperienced professionals; eduv 
cated troublem akers; pow er hungry characters,

: professional jealousy, conflicts be tw een ' civil 
and' electrical professionals and the ‘you pro- ■

• pose I,oppose national tra it’.
Presidentnot to be misled

It is to  be no ted 'that it is the .educated that 
m isled President Prem adasa and got w ork on 
M aw ella stopped. Again the educated m isled 
the M inister o f  Pow er & Energy Chandra 

:Baindara ,and.got the coal pow er plant shifted 
from  N egom bo, the JC I favoured site  to 
Norachcholai the worst site. The President 
C BK  rightly cariceiled the site for the project. 
Now  once again the educated are stubbornly 

. trying to m islead the President to get the order 
cancelled.,., •

H ad the JC I plan  on N egom bo been carried 
out as scheduled by the FCI w ithout any inter­
ference and intrigues by self-styled experts, 
from  here, coal pow er generation would have 

^been a, reality, in 1999 - now it has becom e, a

te & M B u d g t : tefc.v v;c; , t : ' ,

S,’̂ ^ ^ c e . i .  th e  P residen t cancelled  the 
„„ bradhtholai site and ordered , the CEB to 
m ove' to  another site,, now  tw o years have 
passed and the CEB has done absolutely noth­
ing in this respect. The CEB says that not one 
cOal, power p lan t but several such plants a r e ; 
necessary. TO~achieve- this w K af aicT thFC E B  ' 
do? They rem oved all the engineers in the coal 
pow er - branch,, w ho had gained som e coal 
pow er expertise since the studies for the Trinco 
project began. N ow can you believe it, this 
branch has only one engineer and one peon. 
This shows the CEBs hypocritical approach to 
coal power.

Alternative sites

Regarding alternative sites the CEB can 
only talk  about H am bantota, G alle, and M atara 

: None o f  them are suitable sites for the early 
im plem entation o f  a  coal pow er plant: These 
same officials never speak about M aw ella,'the 

.’-best' site after' Trincom alee. A re they plain 
dum b or resentful? M ay be M aw ella .has 

: becom e a dirty w ord fo r the C EB . W hy does 
the CEB shun good sites and favour unsuitable 
ones is the m illion-dollar question.. Once a 
CEB high official said that there is a ‘presi- I 
dential decree’ against M aw ella. President j 
Prem adasa was m isled and he stopped w ork on  ; 
the M aw ella Project. In  the sam e m isguided 
m anner President Prem adasa supplied arm s 
and m oney to the LTTE. Does this m ean that 
the present governm ent should continue such 
unacceptable actions? - -  --

The follow ing are som e relevant statem ents 
made by the late Mr. A. C. H. Pereira theiem i- 
nent electrical engineer o f  the DGEU/CEB. in'^ 
his capacity as a  C onsultant to the CEBj 
extracted from his articles ,5 appearedcin the 
C E B ’s 1992 publication under the title. ‘C oat~  
P ow er fo r In d u s tria liz a tio n  a n d  N ationa l 
P rog ress  in  S ri L a n k a ’

From Article No. 18. . \  v
‘I t  is a  s ta rk  tra g e d y  th a t  th e  lobby, o f,, 

ra b id  env iro n m en ta lis ts  h as  a t  las t succeed-: 
ed in  .persuad ing  P re m a d a sa  to  o rd e r  th e  ., 
a b a n d o n m e n t o f  th e  M aw ella  (R u h u n a) coal 
pow er p ro jec t. T h is  crow d  o f  people  W as- 
nev er h e a rd  o f  in  th e  old d ays. T h e  lobby  1 
obviously  has very  s tro n g  vested  in te rests  .a te  
s to p p in g  w ork  on th is  p ro jec t. W hy  all this.., 
p u b lic ity ? ’ . /  i

‘....I consider th e  an ti-coa l lobby  to  be  a  1 
d a n g e r  to  o u r  beloved coun try . S team  p o w e r 1 
com es in  500 a n d  1000 M W  u n its  a n tp jfg | 
w ould  be  a  c rim e  to  in s ta l d iesel u n its  o£ |S (fe 
to  30  M W  to  m ak e  u p  even 300 M W  in p jace |?  
o f  coa l.’ " '' '

‘.... C oal pow er s ta tio n  ch im ney  s tack ’s 
a re  100s o f feet ta ll w hilst diesel ones a r $ f  
ru d im e n ta ry  a n d  p o llu te  th e  g ro u n d  direct-? 
ly.’ . . .

‘I f  M aw ella  is shelved th e  G o v e rn m e n t 
will be  com pelled  to  in s ta l m o re  diesels 

' S a p u g ask an d a  a t  d isa s tro u s  re su lts .’ • •.; 
From Article No. 26 

‘I f  w e do n o t h ave  coal now , I  say  we w ill 
have to  stew  in o u r  ow n ju ice . O u r  chiL> 
d re n ’s ch ild ren  will u n d o u b ted ly  suffer, fo r 
g row th  is the  essence o f  life’.

The CEB has spent Rs. 450  m illion on. 
N orachcholai. Forget about it. W hat the CEB; 
engineers should do  now  is to  persuade th e  
President to get her M em bers o f  Parliam ent to 
tell the people in the South, the im portance o f 
the coal pow er plant fo r the developm ent o f the - 
South and save the country from  a  catastrophe^ 
It is: the safest source o f  base, load pow er we,- 
c'aih have tb^ofieM te:;iM t e e s -  -arid providb 
em ploym ent. T he M aw ella pro ject can be 
quickly im plem ented too: '

I f  th e  CEB does no t h av e  p lans > fb r 
M aw ella, I w ill produce reports and plans p re­
pared by A lexander G ibb. U K  (V ictoria  

-C on su ltan tj-Ifo u rP re sid en tfo llo w sth eex an rf 
pie set by President Ram os o f  the Philippines, 
in the pow er crisis situation in that country 
w here he got a  700 M W  coal pow er plant'cori-' 
structed in 3 years, we can succeed in ’ our 
attem pt to get a  coal pow er plan t speedily con ­
structed at M awella. I t is the duty of the CEB 
to brief the President correctly on  this m atter;

Concluded '
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