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CEBs questionable approach to

~coal powerf;development -2

by Carlo Fernando ' N j- Regardmg alternative ‘sites the CEB can :
Former Power Development .- . },Only talk about Hambantota, Gall€, and Matara -
Consultant, CEB - | :None of them are suitable sites for the early:'

Wlth rega:d to coal power, the most - implementation of a coal power plant: These

1-35.pdf

essential power source to prov1de a . same officials never.speak about Mawella, the

reliable and economical power-Sup- . best site " aftér Trincomalee. Are’ they plain
ply, the CEB talks of only Norachcholai —the dumb or. resentful? May be Mawella -has
worst site for a coal power plart based on’* ' become a dirty word for the CEB. Why does .
imported coal. It is worse than Trmcomalee -‘ the CEB shun good sites and favour unsuitable
| securitywise. There are also serious drawbacks One$ is the million-dollar ‘question.. Once a-
1 in civil engineering aspects. Mind- you siting a CEB high official said that there is a ‘presi- i
coal power plant is a civil engmeer s task and  dential decree’ against Mawella. Pres1dent {
1ot that of an-electrical engineer. The fault lies- Premadasa was misled and he stopped work on -
here, So far for any power development. work " the Mawella Project. In the same misguided
the CEB gets down foreign personnel paying * manner President Premadasa_ supplied arms. -
them hundreds of million rupees ignoring the and money to the LTTE. Does this mean that
local civil enginieering expertise. “'the present government’ should contihué: such
.- The promoters of Norachcholai claim that unacceptable actions? , T

local and foreign éxperts have recommended The following are some relevant stafemments -
thls site. Let them reveal who- those expefts - made by the late Mr. A. C. H. Pereira the; eml—

are! This project was shifted to Norachcholai nent electrical engineer of the DGEU/CEB
from theJCI favoured site Negombo by some 1S - capacity as a Consultant. to the CEB‘
electrical engineers who did not have artyttiing extracted from his articles 5 appeared;in the
to do with these coal power studies. ‘Mind you CEB’s 1992 publication under the title: zCoal
officials although given hlgh flown designa: ° Power - for Industrlallzatlon and Natlonal
tions in their work places and létters added-in ~Progress in Sri Lanka’ . - ,
~front and behind their hames,,do not become From Article-No. 18. S
experts overnight by virtue of these impressive ‘It is a stark tragedy. that-the lobby. of .
titles:. . rabid enwronmentahsts has at last succeed-.
When Black & Veatch US A - Trinco Coal ed-in persuadmg Premadasa to order the
Power Consultant - madé studies for an alter- abandonment of the Mawella (Ruhuna) coal
native site they also_considered a coal power power project. This crowd of people was-.
plant to be sited in'Puttalam area. If so coal has Mever heard of in the old days. The lobby. -
to be unloaded in Colombo and then transpot- obvuously has very. strong vested interests, at,
ed to Puttalam by train. They never approved stopping work on th‘s project. Why all thls

an unistable 4 km long jetty protrudmg out into pubhclty (S !
1a stormy monsoonal sea. . . %I consider the anti-coal lobby to be a'

Those who, are_to be blamed for this utter danger to our beloved country. Steam poWer
mess are'forelgn funded environmentalists, the ., comes in 500 and 1000 MW . units amfsd
~diesel Jobby, 1nexper1enced professionals; edus . would be a crime to'instal diesel units "F%
' cated troublemakers, ‘powér hungry: characters ‘to 30 MW t,_° rnake up gven 300 MW o E!%g@
professronal jealousy, conflicts between civil ©of coal T ‘ i

and: electrical professionals and the * you pro- - . Coal power statlon chlmney stahk’s
pose ¢ oppose ‘nationial trait’. » are 100s of feet tall whilst diesel ones are’ _J
PreSIdent‘not tobemisled rudlmentary and pollute the ground dlrect-,

It is-to bé’ noted ‘that it is the.educated that ~ 1y~ ’ B

- misléd- President Premidasa and got work on “If Mawella is shelved the Government:

Mawella stopped.’ ‘Again the educated misled Wil be compelled to-instal more diesels- at\"j

‘the Minister of Power & Energy Chandra ~Sapugaskanda at disastrous results.’ %
:Bandara and. got the coal power plant shifted = - - From Article No. 26~ .v.u i
‘from - Negombo ‘the JCI favoured site to If we do not have coal now, I say we will;

Norachcholai the worst site.’ The President: have to stew in our own juice. Our chil:;
| CBK rightly caricelled the site for the project. dren’s children will undoubtedly suffer, for

Now once again the educated are stubbornly ~Erowth is the essence of life’. 14
.trying to mislead the President to get the order The CEB has spent Rs. 450 mllhon Oﬂ
cancelled Norachcholai. Forget about it. What the CEB

Had the JCI plan on Negombo been carned engineers should do now is to persuade the
out as scheduléd by the FCI without any inter- President to get her Members of Parhament to
ference and ‘intrigues ‘by- self-styled experts. tell the people in the South, the importance of
l from here, coal power generation would have the coal power plant for the development of the -

been a reality i in 1999 now. it has become a Southand save the country: from a catastrophem
i 2oyt Itii 1s the safest source ‘of base, load power

Pres1dent cancelled the - i Have 167 operate_‘ fattbties -dnd: ‘provide-
orachcholai site and ordered | the CEB to employment. The Mawella project can be
‘move“ to another site, now two years have quickly implemented too:

| passed and the CEB has done absolutely noth- If the CEB does not have plans For
i ing in this respect. The CEB says that not one Mawella, T will produce reports and plans pre-
| coal power plant but several such plants are: Pared by: Alexander Gibb. UK (Victoria

do? They removed all the engineers in the coal ~Plé set by President Ramos of the P h‘hPPmCE
power  branch, who had .gained some coal’ in the power crisis sitiation in that country
power expemse since the studies for the Trinco ~ Where he got a 700 MW coal power plant’ con~
project began. Now can you believe it, this Structed in 3 years, we can ‘succeed in’ our
branch has only one engineer and one peon. 2ftempt to get a coal power plant speedily con- |
This shows the CEBs hypocritical approach to  Structed at Mawella. It is the duty of the CEB,
coal power. to brief the President correctly on this matter !

Alternative sites S Concluded Y

fiecessary. To achieve this what did the CEB Consultant)~1fnur—Presrdentfoliows the- exant: ’



