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Coal p<>wer and Guard's histrionics
i; In a recent outburst (“Pow er D evelopm ent- 
,_ A  R eply” , The Island O ctober 11, 2001) a 
, -writer who calls h im self G afd adm its thatjr’i ' ’ • " • '
. C arlo Fernando is responsible fo r including a 

^ ‘.coal p lan t in the C E B ’s generation  plan.
” “W hen?” he does no t say, but claim s that Carlo 
is also responsible fo r delaying N orochcholai, 

i and adds w ith m alicious intent “perhaps due to 
‘ o ther reasons, o ther than  E ng ineering  o r .

Terrorism ”. Then for good m easure, he drags . 
“ in  the B ishop w ith “thus giving strength and 

am m unition  fo r the B ishop o f  C hilaw  to 
; object” .

He says, “It is m y understanding and belief 
tha t all those w ho object on various grounds, 

'’environm ent etc: are hiding their inner feelings 
h’w hich they are asham ed to  com e out w ith, as 
' the  reason is no t valid to  a  laym en - St. A nne’s 
'p!Shrine”. So now  the “o ther reasons” G ard in i- '
: tially  attributed to  C arlo alone, have now 
^’becom e the reasons w hy everybody if  object^
. ’ ing to  Norochcholai! • •
^  Q uite som e years ago G ard  claim ed tha t h is 
. know ledge o f  electricity supply w as first hand 

fo r he  held a low ly office in die CEB! U nder 
(“ this cloak o f  ordinariness, and anonymity, 
A G ard  m errily slings m ud at all those w ho

o b jec t to constructing  a coal p lan t at 
N orochcholai. H is com m ents, m ade from  his 
little perch  in  his lowly office, suggests that the 
concerns that make those, w hose w ider know l­
edge, experience and understanding, object to 
the N orochcholai site is beyond his com pre­
hension.
' In his early forays G ard used to attack Carlo 

Fernando because Carlo Fernando w as for 
coal. O bviously G ard did no t know  then that 
coal w ould be needed soon and it was tim e to 
start building a coal plant.

N ow  that coal is considered to  be long over­
due and som e are advocating building it at 
N orochcholai G ard has clim bed that bandw ag­
on and is claim ing that Carlo Fernando has 
u lterior m otives in pointing but that it is 
unw ise to  build  a coal p lant at N orochcholai. 
Perhaps G ard w ill tell us w hether it w as igno­
rance that m ade him  oppose coal earlier?

E arlier in his letter G ard (States “He (Carlo 
Fernando) should know  that the civil engineer­
ing aspects have been studied com prehensive­
ly by local and foreign consultants and final­
ized” . G ard  does not tell us w ho these consul­
tants are, o r w hat they “finalized”.

T he  artic le  on  “T hose opposed  - to

N orochcholai are right!” (Island 1st. O ctober 
2001) by Peter Low e, w ho obviously know s 
som ething about structures on the seabed close 

' to  the shore, expresses a view  quite contrary to 
that o f  G ard. H e says that the M aster D ivers - ; 
w ithout w hose aid the supports o f  the p ier and 
the je tty  cannot be built for they know  best 
about the sea bed around Sri Lanka - have very 
clearly  advised  the C onsultan ts fo r 
N orochcholai that these structures should not 
be  built. Perhaps, G ard w ill read  - or if  he  has 
read it, reread -  and seek to  understand: , "

Peter Low e also claim s that the foreign con­
sultants w ho w ere asked  to  rev iew  the 
N orochcholai p ro jec t have endorsed  the 
M aster D ivers view.

It is clear that by his assertions G ard hopes ! 
to  ridicule C arlo Fernando, w ho fo r long has 
pointed out that the building o f the 4.2-km  pier 
and the jetty  is unw ise. G ard on the other hand j 

. has no credentials, no responsibilities, no good j 
nam e to protect - a  ghost w ith w hom  ordinary j 
m ortals cannot grapple. So here com es one, o f  j 
the sam e ilk  from  the sam e underw orld, to  do I 
battle fo r  the sheer hell o f it! -  '  j

’B. L. A. Guard’


