
Environment Conservation Levy

Minister Champika Ranawaka walks past a garbage 
heap

Environment Conservation 
Levy is one of the market 
based instruments (MBIs) that 
can be used to improve the effi­
ciency of environmental man­
agement.

Use of MBIs is one of the 
strategies that can be used by 
the Government for changing 
behaviour of the General Pub­
lic through economic incen­
tives to reduce pollution and to 
improve efficiency of Natural 
Resource Management (e.g. 
Permits, deposits, Environ­
mental Conservation Levy, En­
vironmental Conservation 
Subsidies etc).

Environmental Manage­
ment cannot be achieved only 
by using command and control 
methods. Various other incen­
tives are required to improve 
its efficiency Use of BMIs pro­
motes environment friendly 
production and consumption 
and discourages environment 
unfriendly production and
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Global warming - A global warning
Global warming, climate change, 
the greenhouse effect, the rea­
sons for the deterioration of the 
ozone layer, it leads to the same 
conclusion - gradual destruction 
of mother earth. Very soon 
mankind will be descending 
from the ftying pan into the fire, 
knowingly and therefore willing- 

. ly, why? because we simply don’t 
* care.
We seem to be hell bent living for 
the present, feathering our own 
nests, making hay while the 
sun shines, extracting from 
mother Earth almost everything 
she possesses, sucking her dry 
from the inside while on the out­
side we’re doing our best to turn 
oqr green earth into a barren 
landscape. Just as a wound 
needs healing not only from the 
outside (application of creams, 
dressings etc.) it needs healing 
from the inside as well (antibi­
otics, injections etc.). We could 
plant more fruit trees, reduce 
deforestation and seek alterna­
tive forms of energy.

We need to draw the line, enough 
is enough, why cut the grass 
from underneath our feet? In 
most instances all efforts to cre­
ate an awareness of the magni­
tude of this calamity is akin to 
pouring water on a duck’s back,

consumption. This situation 
will undoubtly lead to waste 
minimization and improve the 
efficiency of Natural Resour­
ces Management. BMIs also 
generate funds that can be uti­
lized to take environmental 
conservation measures timely.

According to the present sit­
uation, both the polluter and 
non polluter bear the cost of 
pollution. Use of Environment 
Conservation Levy prevents 
this situation to a considerable 
extent. For example, the Levy 
imposed on mobile phones 
makes the user pay for dispos­
al of this product once it be­
comes waste. This prevents 
non user bearing the cost of 
pollution.

It should be noted that even 
at present her is a cess im­
posed on plastic and polythene 
products which is to be used 
for post consumer plastic -  pol­
ythene waste management.

It is extremely important to

note that the ecosystem cannot 
absorb unlimited pollution. 
According to the present situa­
tion, all the members of the so­
ciety have to share the econom­
ic, social and environmental 
costs arising due to failure of 
taking approprate measures 
timely in environmental man­
agement (Purchasing of bottle 
water, bearing Doctors charges 
are examples).

Use of BMIs in environmen­
tal management has been ac­
cepted internationally. The Rio 
declaration signed by the coun­
tries including Sri Lanka at 
the Earth Summit held in 1992 
in the Rio the Janeiro, Brazil 
promotes use of market based 
instruments (MBIs) in envi­
ronmental management based 
on the polluter pays principles.

Also it is important to note 
that polluter pays principle is 
one of the five principles of 
the Industrial Pollution Man­
agement Policy Statement

you could take a horse to the 
water but you can’t make it 
drink it. We have to stand up, 
take notice and act fast.

Here’s how we could contribute

our mite towards tackling cli­
mate change:

If every household reduces their 
consumption of electricity (the 
exception being the majority of

all households which use fire­
wood for cooking etc. which is an 
absolute necessity in the 
rural/village areas, due to eco­
nomic reasons) disposes of dry 
leaves and twigs compost 
instead of burning them, wher­
ever possible.

If we avoid business travel by 
car/air and use video/teleconfer- 
encing equipment instead.

If we share our car journeys with 
friends, when attending meet­
ings and adopt a car share 
scheme to and from work etc.

If notices are displayed 
above/below every electric 
switch and at vantage points 
(Fans/ A/C, lights) - “Please 
switch off, when not in use/when 
leaving”, we would be contribut­
ing our mite towards this very 
noble and worthy cause.

“There are none so blind as those 
who would not see, and none so 
deaf as those who would not 
hear” - the facts are staring us in 
the face. Let’s act now if not for 
our sake, for the sake of our chil­
dren and their children... man’s 
inhumanity to man will in all 
probability lead to the destruc­
tion of mankind, in the not too 
distant future.
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signed by the three Ministers 
of Ministry of Environment, 
Ministry Industrial Develop­
ment, Ministry of Science and 
Technology in 1996 in Sri Lan­
ka.

Items such as electronic 
products, batteries etc., which 
contain chemicals and heavy 
metals can cause irreversible 
damages to the ecosystem if 
these chemicals are exposed to 
the ecosystem even in small 
quantities. Rehabilitation cost 
to the society will be much 
higher than the cost of initial 
Investment which is necessary 
to prevent such damages. This 
situation has been especially 
considered when selecting 
items for the proposed Envi­
ronmental Conservation Levy 
system planned by the Govern­
ment. The items proposed for 
the levy are cellular phones, 
mobile phones, electrical 
equipment, batteries mercury 
flourasant bulbs, Asbestos,

tyrtL, md glass products.
It has been proposed to es­

tablish an environmental con­
servation council to ensure ef­
fective and effir*™* utiliza­
tion 0 revenue collecibu 
the levy. This council compri­
ses of Senior Government Of­
ficers and experienced Per­
sonnel in the fields of econom­
ics and environment. Under 
the supervision of this coun­
cil steps will be taken to ad­
dress the pollution problems 
that need to be addressed on 
priority basis.

In fact it is important to 
note that an environmental 
conservation levy should have 
been established at least about 
a decade ago. Anyway it is not 
too late for us to understand 
the need of using innovative 
strategies to address essential 
pollution problems timely to 
achieve sustainable develop­
ment of the country
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