Catholic Bishop of Chilaw diocese; in a-
statement issued to the media.

While appreciating the initiative taken
by the government. to seek a second
opinion on a request made by the Bishop
the statement points out that after con-
ducting an in-depth study of relevant
material and visits to-the site, M/s. Ram-
bol Consultant

Agency from Denmark, has submltted‘
an interim report to the government. A’
copy of that report has been made avail-
able to us.

“We note that most of our concerns
have been given-careful consideration.
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{Brshop on Norachcholar coal power plant’.

* The.; govemment should re-explore thé possrbrllty to set-up the coal | -
power plant at Noracticholai on the basis of ¢ previously agreed condi- | '

tion and of the findings of the experts, before making a fina| decrsron Pl

‘! says'Rt. Rev-Dr. Frank Marcus Femando Cont. (

tepeat them the consultant has recommended trans-

It would take too long x )
: pert-of_coal by. barge from ship to the

here. . .
By way of example; we may mentlonw

integral part of the Nuralcholar pro;ect "4’ near-shore harbour’ form part of this
Many ,persons had expressed concern ..option. The consultant cautiously states
over it, due to reasons of security,” “its.. that .all -this calls for further careful
impact on fishermen’s lives,” possible studys~ It can be expected that our local
negative effects on the ‘Shrine of St- experts would study it further and:per-
Anne at Talawila, and the sheer expense haps make fresh discoveries.

and length of time - ‘more ‘than a dozen-  “It- 1s up to the government to ‘proceed
years needed according to some - to ' from here Whatever the course of action it
- the consultant has practi-. takes that would be on its own,responsibil-
cally eliminated that Jetty W ity We can take for granted that the secu-

AT T et o

“Whlle setting asidé the 42 km Jetty nty aspects especnally, would be gnven

PO

piant in case a powér plant is to be built
"the 4.2 km. off shore jetty. whrch Was an there.. ~The- burldmg of a breakwater, and.

i = vy -

23"lsea~ e L T

_high consrderatlon Moreover whatever be
the place the govemment ultimately

chooses to erect the power plant, let it be -

ciéearly ‘understood that the “‘government
bears the responsibility to ensure that all

bodies are, strictly enforced.’ antravemng

" of standards (eg. Importing of inferior coal,

.environmental and -safety measures urged '
by -the consultant and other specialised -

interruption of air and water punfymg pro~-

cesses) should be made' punishable
offences..

neighbourhood -of the pow‘

reports and other relevant data
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.

Recognised’ bOdleS from the .
< ‘rplant should
-be" authofised to call for performance ;



