
Norochcholai to be aborted?
f A n artic le  in  the ‘Catholic Messenger' o f

4.11.2001, says th a t th e  C hilaw  D iocesan 
P astoral C ouncil w ants th e  N orochcho la i i 

p ro ject o ffic ia lly  term inated . T he w riter has 
sta ted  tha t “the report (m eaning  the rep o rt o f 
th e  D enm ark  co n su ltan ts  M /s. R am bo ll, 
em phatically  re jec ts the 4 .2  K m  je tty  w hich 

w as to  be tile life line o f  the pro jec t.... In 
o ther w ords, even  if  the en tire  pow er p lan t is 

b u ilt and com pleted , one day, there w ould  
no t be a sing le  un it o f e lec tric  cu rren t p ro ­

duced  “there” !
In  order to  g ive the co rrec t p ic tu re  and  not 

to  m islead  th e  read e rs , e sp e c ia lly  the 

' C atho lic  R eaders, it is abso lu te ly  necessary  
to  state w hat the D enm ark C onsu ltan ts , w ho 
w ere appointed  a t the request and  insistence 
o f  the B ishop o f  C hilaw , fo r an  independent 

view . In  the ir final rep o rt - under conc lu ­
sions they  have , it is understood , sta ted  it 
strongly  recom m end a change from  th e  long 

ocean  jetty, to  a  transh ipm ent barge tran sfe r 
so lu tion  w ith  a barge landing  harbour jetty .

T h is a lte rn a tiv e  recom m endation , they 

say, is env ironm ent friendly , econom ically

v iab le  and  operationally  advantageous. ■ 
It w ill therefore  b e  seen th a t the consu l­

tan ts haye no t re jec ted  the site  b u t instead o f 

a je tty  they  recom m end  a harbour, w hich I 
be lieve  is accep tab le  to  the C EB . T herefore  

the assum ption o f  the w riter in the 'Catholic 
Messenger ca lling  fo r the scrapp ing  of, the 

p ro jec t is unreasonable.
I am  surprised  th a t the good  *Bishop o f  

C hilaw , w ho w as very  g rac ious to  assign  

tw o  C atholic  p rie s ts  to  coopera te  w ith  the 
consu ltan ts and look, a fter th e  in te rest o f the 

ch u rch , and a lso  ch a ired  m eetin g s w ith  
around  25 o f the pa rtie s  c ritic a l o f  the p ro ­

je c t  a llow ed  th is a rtic le  to  be  pub lished ,
I am  also aw are  tha t th e  B ishop w as 

g iv en  a copy o f  th e  final rep o rt by  the co n ­

su ltan ts.
I t w ould  be app rec ia ted  i f  the ed ito r o f  

‘The Catholic Messenger’ o r  the B ishop  o f  
C h ilaw  R t. R ev. D r. K en e th  M arcu s 

F ernando  clarifies its  p osition  on th is m atte r 
especia lly  to  the  C atho lic  readers.
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