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Work of Kotmale M:

ahawell

Maha Seya recommenced

The work of the Kotmale
Mahaweli Maha Seya at Kadado-
ra,recommenced on Thursday,
May 8 with the chanting of “pirith”
and sending up stainless steel by
Central Engineering Consultancy
Bureau (CECB) former Chairman
Vidyajothi Dr.Eng.A.N.S. Kulas-
inghe. v

This is the first time contempo-
rary Sri Lanka has undertaken to
construct a Stupa of this magni-
tude in Kotmale 1300 long years
after Sinhala dynasty. It will be two
feet less in height than the Ruwan-

' weliseya built by King Dutu Gemu-

mera said.

nu, CECB Chairman H.B.Jayasek-
f- Miry" 'S* Lf:
The work recommenced on the

Man”~ement Minister Gamini
Jayawickrenia Perera, is expected
to be completed in 12 months.

The foundation stone for this edi-
fice of religious and social impor-
tance was laid by late Pi*esident
J.RJayawardene on March 20,
1983, on the invitation of the then
MahaWeli Development Minister
Gamini Dissanayake.

MrJayasekera added that the
entire design-structure of the mas-
sive Stupa was formulated by
Vidya Jothi Dr.Eng.A.N.S.Kulas-
inghe, an eminent engineer of
international repute. Sri Lankan
Engineers, Technicians and the
work force of the Central Engi-
neering Consultancy Bureau
(CECB)- under the Irrigation and
Water Management Ministry has
undertaken the construction work,

The cost estimated in 1984 was
Rs.140 million. But it will cost
more now. We had to stop the

work abruptly in 1991and by then
we had completed 100 feet from

the ground at a cost of Rs.l 10 m.

. “What we have commenced now is

the balance work of another 174
feet from the Square Chamber to
the pinnacle and it will cost about
i.80 m", he said.
We need more funds to
be entire work and we
public support. We invite
to contribute ge

towards the completion of the con-
struction of the Stupa by sending
their contribution Mahaweli Cul-
tural Foundation Trust, A/c No0.005
2101 10013, to the Bank of Ceylon,
«yiie P~ArfcComerbraPch, he said,

There will be a massive cam-
paign to collect funds under the
banner “Bandimu - Vandimu -
Pudamu - Mahaweli Maha Seya
“(Let us build, Let us venerate, Let
us worship Mahaweli Maha Seya'')
during the Vesak season and those
willing to hand over their contri-
butions could do so at the collect-
ing centres set up at Viewing Room
at Kotmale Mahaweli Maha Seya
or at the Dalada Maligawa or
Ruwanweli Maha Seya or at the
BMICH or at the entrance to the

Dehiwala Zoo, Member of the

Media Committee Premasara
Epasinj-1*' **1J
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Media Committee Chairman of
the project Kalakeerthi Edwin
Ariyadasa said that the. construc-
tion of Kotmale Mahaweli Maha
Seya is a concept of late Minister
Gamini Dissanayake who held the
view that a Stupa constructed
close to the Kotmale reservoir
would stand as a symbol of appre-
ciation of the sacrifices people
made in vacating their much cher-
ished birth place Kotmale, for a
greater good and service to the
nation.

The Stupa is situated close to the
Gamini Dissanayake Samudraya-
former KotMfe—R~®servoir. “We
have received suggestions to
inscribe in the walls of the. Stupa
the names of the villages, temples
and the people who lost their lives
in building “Gamini Dissanayake
Reservoir” for the edification of
the future generations. There is
also a proposal to have a National
Day to Mark the Mahaweli Maha
Seya Day, he added.
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