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Prem ajayantha com es j 
to CEB, CPC rescu e i

- By- unza Mu.sWaq------ :------------  a ro u n d  the co u n try  to p laces |
In a h a rd  h ittin g  speech like G alagedera and  m ake [ 

Pow er and  E nergy  M in is te r h a rsh  sta tem ents a g a in s t th e  , 
Susil P rem ajayan tha  held  a CEB and CPC. It is also no t 
strong  b rie f  for the  loss mak- the  fau lt of the  CEB and  
ing  Ceylon E lec tric ity  B oard CPC's fau lt th a t they  have to 
(CEB) and the  Ceylon Petrole- face the fluctuation of the dol- 
um  C orporation (CPC) yester- la p ” M inister P rem ajayan tha  
day. said.

The M in is te r’s s ta tem en t C iting reasons for h is claim  
comes in the m idst of a ttack s on the  U nited S tates dollar, 
ag a in st the  two in s titu tio n s  P rem ajayan tha  po in ted  ou t 
fo r poor perfo rm ance w hich  th a t w hen ce rta in  deals w ith  
h a s  led to the  f in an c ia l c r is is  Independent Pow er Produ- 
gripping them. cers were sealed about four to

“Some a re  calling  th e  CEB five years back, th e  US d o lla r j 
an d  CPC as ‘b h a iy as’ w aitin g  w as only in the range  of Rs. 
in  th e  queue to  get m oney 63, bu t today it is over 100 ru- 
from  the governm ent coffer, pees. j
B oth  these in s titu tio n s  are  “Is it the fau lt of the Pow er 
g ian t o rgan izations, w hich and  E nergy  M inistry, CPC o r 
were m aking profits ju s t a few CEB th a t the F inance  M inis- 
years ago. try  cannot stabilize the do llar

The CEB has suddenly  fall- f lu c tu a tio n ,” the  M in is te r 
en in to  a m ess because of the queried, 
issue on how  to generate  elec- The M inister also em pha- 
tr ic ity  cheap ,” th e  M in is te r sized tha t until the Coal Power 
said, and  added th a t th e  CEB P lan t and the U pper Kotm ale • 

' o r  CPC a re  no t in s titu tio n s  Hydro Power projects are com- 
w hich should  rea lly  go beg- pleted, it was im possible to re- 
g ingfor financial assistance. duce the electricity tariffs.

Speaking yesterday  a t the  He also re ite ra ted  th a t a 
opening of the B oard ’s call change w ith in  th e  CEB w as 
cen tre , the  M in is te r em pha- necessary. But it should  con- 
sized tha t vital pow er projects tin u e  to rem ain  a Govern- 

. w hich had  to be im plem ented m ent entity. He also  vowed to 
m any years ago have been go ahead  w ith  th e  coal pow er 
sta lled  by th e  a u th o ritie s  in pro ject and U pper Kotm ale 
the  past. p ro jects despite  opposition ,

“After the K ukule ganga hy and  p ro test cam paigns. “We 
■ dro power project, not a single are  ready to face the p ro tests,’ 

new  project has been imple- he vowed, 
m ented. For the past ten  years F inance M in is te r S a ra th  

' we have no t im plem ented  a A m unugam a in early  May at 
new  power p ro jec t,” th e  Min- a public ra lly  held  in  Galage- 

: is te r noted. d era  called the  CEB and CPC !
“We don’t need people to go w orkers as kaalakanniyaas.


