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Letter

In order to  Lend credibility to  w hat I 
w rite, it w ould help to  state that I 
w as C hairm an  o f  the C entral 

Environm ental A uthority, in late ‘90 and 
early  ‘9 1 .1 w as A dvisor to  the Authority 
before that and have been closely asso­
c ia ted  w ith the M in istry  . o f  
E nv ironm ent, ever since, on E xpert 
C om m ittees on G lobal W arm ing and 
B iodiversity. I represented Sri Lanka in 
the final stages o f  the drafting o f  the 
F ram ew ork  C onven tion  on C lim ate  
C hange at the UN in New York in early 
1992.

D uring the debate that raged around 
the T rincom alee  P ow er pro jec t, I 
expressed one reservation, only one: - 1 
said it would be dam aging to  release the 
ho t w ate r effluen t in to  the shallow  
w aters o f  Tam belagam  Bay. I was fully 
supportive o f  the project. L ater w hen the. 
M aw ella Proposal w as taken up, I drew

up the term s -o f  reference fo r the 
required EIA  fo r that project.

It is a  m atter for m uch regret that my 
nam e was used in the cam paign against 
the Norachcholai project, grossly m is­
quoting the view s that I had expressed in 
relation to  the Trincom alee project. I 
was quoted, wrongly, in a diocesan. 
N ew sletter and in a  note sent to schools. 
R ecently , I w rote to  the B ishop o f  
Chi law. H e has been gracious enough to 
reply, accepting that an error had been 
m ade and assuring me that my nam e will 
not be dragged into this any more.

I have, since w ritten to  the President, 
w ith copies o f  m y letter to the Bishop o f 
Chilaw  and the relevant docum ents w ith 
misquotes. I have urged the President 
earnestly , to  ■ reconsider the 
N orachcholai project and bring it oh  line 
as early as possible. I referred also, to 
you r recen t leader em phasizing  the

urgent need for action in this regard, in 
the national interest.

I th ink  it is the w ell recognized 
energy  expert, Dr. S iyam balap itiya , 
w ho w rote recen tly  th a t th is country  
needs an  affordable  and  dependable  

' source o f  pow er, 24  hours a day, 7 
days a  w eek, 52 w eeks o f  the year, for 
a ll tim e . In  th e  ab sen ce  o f  such  
sources o f  pow er th is country  faces a 
lo g ica l and  en tire ly  p red ic tab le  
sequence  o f  trag ed y  - ‘no  fo re ig n  
investm en t in  industry , no. m eaningful 
econom ic  ad v an cem en t, no incom e 
generation , no poverty  a llev iation  and 
rising  tides o f  unem ploym ent. It is the 
People  w ho w ill su ffer if  pow er is 
denied.

We have no short-o r m edium -term  
option  but to  go fo r coal fired  pow er 
p lants. T he best availab le  technologies 
can be used. C oncerns such as the

B ishop o f  C hilaw  and  h is flock  ha^e1' 
ex p re ssed  can  be spec ifica lly^ , 
addressed  and adverse effects can '& e 
m inim ized. H ow ever, the.concerns],oj^) 
a  few , w hich as I say are  no t w ithout 
rem edies, canno t stand  in  th e 'w a y ,p £ j 
th e  w ellbeing  o f  a  nation . ; arft

I w ould  like  to  le t i t  be know n that?  
I, as a  M arin e  B io lo g is t aniFii 
O ceanographer, and  as one o f  the rriaSF;1;. 
sen io r E nvironm ental S cien tists in  th is '! 
country , stand  fo r square beh ind  the-- 
early  developm ent o f  state o f  the art!, 
coal fired  pow er pro jects no t a lone  at' 
N oraicholai bu t a lso  at o ther su itab le  
sites, as w ell.
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