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More barge 
power to 
our grid
By Tharuka Dissanaike

A  Japanese-ow ned barge- 
m ounted pow er plant, began  
com m ercial operations y e s­
terday, se llin g  pow er to the 
n a tio n a l g r id . T h e  d ie s e l  
plant, perm anently sunken in 
the C olom bo Harbour has a 
c a p a c ity  o f  6 0  M w . T h e  
ow ning com pany, C olom bo  
P ow er (Pvt) Ltd., has signed  
a 15-year contract w ith the 
governm ent to supply e le c ­
tr ic ity . A c c o r d in g  to  th e  
pow er purchase agreem ent 
the C eylon  E lectricity Board  
(C E B ) w il l  be p a y in g  ap­
proxim ately U S 6 Cents per

k ilow att hour (one unit) at 
present for the pow er sup­
p lied  by the barge-m ounted  
plant.

The new  pow er plant has 
b een  operatin g  for  nearly  
tw o  w eek s, running reliab il­
ity  tests, supplying e lectr ic­
ity  to the grid at cost. A c ­
cording to CEB sources the 
barge-m ounted pow er plant 
has co m e into serv ice  at a 
crucial tim e for the Board. 
D r a st ic a lly  lo w  r eser v o ir  
lev e ls  have forced the CEB  
to run all its thermal pow er  
plants to  m eet the dem and  
for electricity. O ver 60  per­
cent o f  the daily electricity

r e q u ir e m e n t o f  1 8 -1 9  
G ig a w a tt h ou rs (G w h ) is  
n o w  m e t w ith  th erm a l  
power.

“ T h i s is  a b ran d  n e w  
pow er plant, assem bled for 
th is  p r o je c t,” sa id  A k itsu  
O d a g a k i, C h a irm a n  and  
M anaging D irector o f  C o ­
lom b o  P ow er (P vt) Ltd, a 
jo int venture betw een M itsui 
E ngineering and Shipbuild­
ing and C om m ercial Corpo­
ration, both o f  Japan.

The barge containing the 
pow er plant w ill be  perm a­
nently m oored in the harbour 
for the duration o f  the co n ­
tract.


