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Norochcholal not the correc
place to erect coal power plant

Given below is a sum-
mary of a talk given by
the Bishop of Chilaw,
Bishop Frank Marcus
Fernando, at the Centre
for Society and Religion
recently.

* The place (Noroch-
cholai) is too shallow.
The coal carriers have to
stop 42 Km away from
the shore. Transport by
barges during monsoon -
prone choppy seas are
impractical. Obtaining of
cheap power from Nor-
ochcholai can be an illu-
sion.

The late Engineer E.
Carlo Fernando, who
wrote at length on this
subject, used to say “We
will have a beautiful
power plant at Noroch-
cholai. Only, the coal and
the power will be miss-
ing".

* The security prob-
lem, in relation to the
Power plant itself, and
the ships bringing coal,
which was mentioned
from the time Noroch-
cholai was mooted, has
come to the forefront in
recent times. Kalpitiya
peninsula is the back-
yard of the Jaffna-Man-
naraxis.

Recently there have
been attacks on Navy
boats in Mannar. On De-
cember 22, 2005, two Na-
vy boats were attacked.
One was sunk, and 3sai-
lors were Killed. Recent-
ly, a correspondent in an
English daily, writing on
this subject, pointed out
that the power plant at
Norochcholai and coal
carriers and barges
would be easy targets for
anyone who wished to do
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Protests over the Norochcholai coal power plant

damage. He stated that,
going by experience,
Cease Fire Agreements
are of no use. The corre-
spondent compared the
building of a power plant
at Norochcholai to the
erection of a power plant
atop a not-so-dormant
volcano. Is it worth risk-
ing the much-needed
power supply and future
of our industry by build-
ing a power plant in a
place like Norochcholai?
Even the Rambol Report
states that the Navy
would be required to pro-
vide security to coal car-
riers during anchorage.
*Experience of numer-
ous countries regarding
environmental damage
caused by coal has to be
given serious considera-
tion. The Internet gives
ample information on

this subject.. Fly ash, bot-
tom ash, seepage, heat-
ing of sea water, respira-
tory ailments etc have
been mentioned. Mini-
mizing these will cost
much money. Some types
of damage will be irrep-
arable.

* There is also the
question of enormous
expenses involved in put-
ting up the power plant
itself and getting ready
it’s connected structures
like a harbour and
barges.

Even soft loans have to
be repaid with interest.
Knowledgeable persons
have pointed out, even in
the Media, that the esti-
mates presented by the
CEB to the Government
are not realistic. The
Government should hold
a full-scale inquiry.

*The lush plantations
in and around Noroch-
cholai can be adversely
affected due to pollution
of air, land and water.

* Fishing in that area
can also be adversely af-
fected due to heating of
water and strict security,
which would be intro-
duced.

*Side by side with the
compelling ecological,
economic and security
reasons, another factor
that has to be considered
is the presence of the
Venerable Shrine of St.
Anne at Talawila, which
isonly a few miles away
from Norochcholai.
Christian  worshipers
fear that the influx of a
4000 strong work force
during the construction
period, reportedly in-
cluding 700 Chinese, in-

evitable constraints on
pilgrims due to security,
bustle and activity on sea
and land on an unprece-
dented scale will spoil
the peace and serenity of
this Shrine which is the
second largest Christian
shrine in Sri Lanka.

In case a war breaks
out, the Shrine would be
in  serious jeopardy.
Christians ask whether
the Authorities would
take such liberties with
sacred Shrines of the
majority religion.

* Everybody agrees
that Mawella In the south
is a more suitable place
to erect a power plant (se-
curity, sea depth etc). But
the majority community
there, with the assis-
tance of a well known
Professor of Botany, pro-
tested vehemently stat-
ing that the power plant
would cause a great deal
of pollution causing end-
lessedamage to planta-
tions, animals and Tiu-

man beings. ..
That site flfes aban-
doned. The minority

communities at Noroch-
cholai and its surround-
ings - Muslims and
Christians -feel that they
are being treated as sec-
ond- class citizens. Their
objections are being bull-
dozed.

*The argument being
put forward by some
CEB officials that the
power plant at Noroch-
cholai has to be erected
immediately in order to
bring down the cost of
power is deeply flawed.
Extra production costs
due to transport of coal
and making good various

forms of damage have al-
ready been mentioned.

From the moment Nor-
ochcholai  was an-
nounced more than a
decade ago, there was
strong and sustained op-
position to the choice of
that site. But the CEB
carried on, regardless. 6
years ago, the then Gov-
ernment rejected Nor-
ochcholai site and asked
the CEB to look for alter-
native sites.

The CEB did not obey.
The present problem is a
creation of the CEB. Af-
ter blundering so much
regarding the choice of
place and mode of trans-
ferring coal (jetty idea,
then bringing coal by
land from Trincomallee
etc) there is no guarantee
now that the present
plans of CEB re not deep-
ly flawed.

” Taking all these fac-
tors into consideration,
it is wise, even at this
stage, to call off this Proj-
ect once and for all -and
look for alternative
sites/sources of power.
When the crunch comes,
the present vociferous
promoters of Norochcho-
lai would have played the
vanishing trick.

The poor country will
have to carry the burden.
Let it not be said at a fu-
ture date that responsi-
ble people who loved the
country and had had no
vested interest, had
failed to give timely
warning to the Authori-
ties about the dangers
connected with Norocho-
holai.

Godfrey R.Swaris
Wattala



