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"?Power crisis: Learn form oid Testament

bar

] o} «The children of this world are more prudent

. f"in dealing with their own generation than are the
. eiildren-of light (LK 16:8). ,

. 'We have 'no-control over nature. Monsoon'

: f’faﬂure not only affects our power generatron 1t

"R “affects, our -industries, economy- and our.

.Qiomesuc life. We have to_pray and: wait for the }

. 3rains durmg ‘the months ‘of November and
B¥etember to fill bur reservoirs full. .
ot ’Should we let'our power generatlon be affect-
_Ted byt the faﬂure‘ of monsoons? My oplmon is that
“th‘xs power ¢risis could have been averted had we
hAEd Wit Wisdomys ¥ 0 EECE
OO BIIES B e s” i

.at‘e up: the seven fat cows The
dream He: saw seven hea'
d gram on a smgle stalk

; g health ones ng was worned asto
oil sulte strologe“

They farled'to g1ve

: :God’s word that. camie: from Joseph s mouth On
. psephvs advrse he took qulck actlon and avened

“the disaster that was to corfie on his people.” .

‘God throughout history has spoken to man in °

" different ways; through visions, drearns, prophets
and lastly through Jesus ‘Christ.. Today too God

speaks to us in differenit ways Through incidents, |-

people, etc.

‘Now let us come to the present power crisis.

* The Ceylon Electricity Board engaged Mr. Carlo
"Fernando.as a Power Development Consultant in
1977, who had over 30 years of Jocal and inter-
" national ‘experience. in" hydro powef and water

resources. As. far back as 1970 he was speaking

-of

“sorne” vital“a'spébts%f

of) hydropower develop—
S LAnRE?, Fta

“Engmeers” of" the ‘Institution of Elecmcal
Engmeers in Sri Lanka-in 1978 Is it the voice of

€ q.\j, God that came: 23 years ago through one of our |
ad.a | own citizéns. But these early warnings have gone

w1th the wmd

; prehen 've
, «Industn 'satlon and. National Progress in Sri
g Lanka” ‘Highly quahﬁed and experienced engi-

“In'the’ year 1992 CEB published.a very com-
‘book: ., on . “Coal, . Power ~ for

neers have contributed- amcles o this book.

CA fullwcoverage was ‘given of all.aspects of

Coal Power productlon and its safety. There it

shows how the-world power systems are chang-_
: mg over to, ‘coal power The idea of the use of coal -
| .powet was ‘to have it as’a’continuous base load

and'to use.the other sources as Hydro and Diesel

power for: peak load purposes when necessary. .

. With all .these information ‘given during the ‘

past 23 years, why hagn’t the CEB taken. any

- action to'start & Coal Power Station? Even today
what actlon is bemg taKen in this regard?

Tnncomalee was the -best site for a Coal -
tron But it was abandoned due to secu- -

r1ty reasons “There was also the orgamsed insidi-
..ous.and envrronmental protest, against this power
. plant; These, protests and false propaganda por-

'soned the' Sri Lankan-mind and instilled fear in |

‘| s them, Mawella in the southern coast was the sec- -
ond besl: site for a coal power station. There again
envrronmental protests were staged. Due to these
protests, President asked CEB to suspend the ,

“work and to look for alternative sources of ener-

&y

"cOnferéhte; And’ |
also about “1000 ‘MW base. load Coal Power
i : plant - fof Sri Lanka to be developed in stages”,

I ,These articleswere publlshed in  the journal

1 should we not follow India’s example and intro--

1 “The children of this world are more prudent in

I childrén of light” (LK 16:8).

{ tutes. They have recommended these two sites.

% The people should be educated on these benefits.
| This could be done by the politicians and the reli-

Alternatlv_e,sources avallable ,were solar, wind

and biogas. These could never be used for indus-

. trial purposes Then the third best place was

_ Dungalpitiya in the Negombo area. This site was

simply 1gnored and CEB proposed a new site at
Norochcholal in the Kalpitiya area.

Here 0o protests were made by. the-people,
led by the Bishop of Chilaw. It was a blessing that
“the President- cancelled the Norochcholai plant
_and ‘ordered to look for another site.

_ It was thie worst site possible due to security
. feasons an easy target to | LTTE bombs.
T day U, nelghbour Tndia ises> 60% Coal
wer, about’ H5%5 hyd'rb'f)‘ower -ant abet 109"
£as, “other sources are negligible. Then why

E?

duce coal power in qur country.
By keeping the coal power out, the diesel
' lobby can make a fast-buck by importing diesel
plants. Is it about these people. that Jesus said,

"dealmg with their own generation than are the

Consrdenng the grave situation the whole
country is plunged into, the President should use
her executive powers and arrange with the help of
the Japanese government to get a well experi-

. enced Japanese firm to construct the required
- Coal Power Station first at Mawella in the South,
.then ‘another Power Station to follow at
.Negombo

_Studies have already been done on these two
sites by competent and qualified consulting insti-

. At the same time we have to educate the peo-
ple on the bernefits and advantages of coal power.

- gious bodies otherwise our factories will have to
be shut down;, industries’ and business will come
to a-standstill.

" Thousands would be unemployed. Our

‘youtiger generation would have to leave the
country in search of employment. Tens of thou-
sands of more Sri Lankan girls would join those
thousands who are already doing menial jobs in

. Arab countties as housemaids. )

Let us strive to avert the power crisis.

E. H. Fernando
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