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Get Norocncholai Coal
From  M arch 1, the CEB w ill increase the 

price o f  e lectricity  by 25 per cent. T he  m ain 

reason given fo r th is w as insufficient rainfall 

in, the catchm ent areas, in 1999 and  2000. 

This is no t a  new  phenom enon as w eather 

patterns are  unpredictable. T herefore  as w e 

are dependen t on  w ater and its conservation , 

w e have to  look fo r an  alternative. T he next 

best a lternative is coal and as it is, coal fired 

pow er p lan ts have becom e absolutely essen­

tial to  Sri Lanka. B u t the issue is still on the 

balance.

' So far, only 56 per cen t o f  the households 

in  th e  coun try  h av e  e lec tric ity  an d  the 

dem and is grow ing at the rate o f  8 p e r cent 

annually; B ut as hydropow er cannot m eet the 

grbw ing needs o f  th e 0country it had been 

argued by experts tha t the use o f  coal is a  

nfust.

1 A ccord ing  to  fie ld  studies, coal is the 

cheapest form  o f  fuel that could be used to  

generate electricity . I t is also the m ost eco­

nom ic source o f  prim ary  energy. B ased on 

reports, coal w hich cost Rs. 4 .50  w ould  serve 

the sam e purpose as a  litre  o f  diesel w hich 

cost Rs. 24.50. Furtherm ore, the price o f  oil 

is unpredictable w hereas coal prices a re  not 

ogly stab le  but a lso  reliable. T herefore, both 

developed and  develop ing  countries use  large 

coal pow er plants. I f  coal is no t used as an 

alternative fuel, by 2004 the price o f  elec tric­

ity  per un it w ill cost Rs. 9 .00 w hich is three 

titnes the presen t dom estic  price.

, A ccord ing  to  feasib ility  studies m ade dur­

ing the last few  years, the best location  fo r a  

coal p lan t is N orochcholai in the Puttalam  

d istrict. T h is  p ro ject has gone th rough  the 

Environm ental Im pact A ssessm ent and  rele­

van t au thorities have granted environm ental 

clearance. E xperts have also  proposed at 

least 4  o r 5 m ore coal-fired  pow er p lants if  

the country  is to  face a  m ajor pow er crisis 

and  if  th e  rest o f  the people  in  the country  are 

to  be supplied  w ith electricity.

, ,  B ut o p p o s itio n  to  th e  ch o sen  s ite  a t 

N orochcholai has com e m ainly from  Dr. 

M arcus Fernando, B ishop o f Chilaw. His 

concern is  th e  St. A n n e’s Shrine at T halaw ila

located I I  kilom etres aw ay  from  the site. He 

had said  tha t the pilgrim s to  the site  could  be 

affected  due  to  heavy security  in  th e  area 

because o f  threats o f  LTTE attacks. This 

logic holds no water. Dr. R ayappa Joseph, 

B ishop o f  M annar pu t fo rw ard  the sam e the­

ory o f  “security” w hen  th e  arm y sw am ped 

the p ilg rim  tow n o f  M adhu in  June 1999 and 

rescued it  from  the grips o f  the LTTE. The 

B ishop m ade a  call fo r the rem oval o f  the 

arm y  p resen ce  a t M ad h u  and  strenuous 

attem pts w ere  m ade to  evacuate  th e  arm y 

from  the shrine prem ises.

In  fact, a fter the LTTE w as d riven  aw ay 

from  Jaffna, M adhu a rea  had  been  a  lush 

recruiting  ground for the  LTTE. A nd  tne 

decis ion  to  take over the p ilg rim  tow n  of 

M adhu w as because th e  C hris tian s from  

Southern Sri L anka had no t been ab le  to 

a ttend the M adhu Festival fo r years as it was 

under rebel control. S ince the arm y  took 

over, thousands o f  p ilgrim s have been  m ak­

ing their w ay  safely to partic ipate  in  the fes­

tival. T his fac t cannot be denied. '• )
T he reference by the B ishop  o f  Chilaw  

abou t “serious threats o f  LTT E  attacks” gives 

the im pression  that this area  is contro lled  by 

the LTTE. I f  so, the build ing o f  the coal-fired 

p lan t and  the presence o f  the arm y w ou ld  be 

a  b lessing fo r the p ilgrim s in  term s o f  securi­

ty. H ow ever, the question  o f  LTTE attacks 

m ay no t arise  as their strength  has a t present 

w ithered  due to  new  equ ipm ent used  by the 

army. A s their w ings have been  clipped , th^y 

are  now  w alk ing  cap in hand  behind m edia­

tors to  in itia te  peace talks.

It is w ith  regret w e state , that perceptive 

observers have noted tha t w henever there 

w as a  con flic t w ith the LTTE, the C atholic 

church  backed them  and even  becam e their

Plant going
spokesm en. T h e ir  “ in v is ib le  h an d ” is n o  

longer a  pub lic  secre t. T h is  is co n firm ed  by 

M r. S. D ixit, th e  fo rm er H ig h  C o m m iss io n e r 

fo r In d ia , w ho  s ta ted  in  h is  b o o k , 

“A ssignm ent C o lo m b o ” (P. 228) tha t, “w h a t 

w as fascinating  w as th a t th e  Tam il C a th o lic  

c lergy  kep t argu ing  in  fa v o u r o f  th e  L T T E  

th roughou t m y  ten u re  in  S ri L an k a .” I t  is 

because  o f  th e ir  b la tan t on e -s id en ess  th a t th e  

cred ib ility  o f  the C atho lic  c h u rch  as  neu tra l 

bystanders had  b een  e ro d ed  on  issu es  o f  

na tional interest.

In  th is  c o n n e c tio n , w e  m a y  a ls o  a d d  th a t 

th e  h e a d lin e  in  o n e  o f  th e  w e e k -e n d  n e w s ­

p a p e rs  w as  th a t b e h in d  th e  p ro te s t a g a in s t  

th e  c o a l- fired  p o w e r  p la n t w e re  m u l t in a ­

tio n a l co rp o ra tio n s  in v o lv e d  in  s u p p ly in g  

e le c tr ic ity  to  th e  c o u n try , la n d e d  p ro p r i­

e to rs  a t th e  s ite  a n d  sm u g g le rs  a t  K a lp it iy a .

T h e  b u ild in g  o f  th e  c o a l p la n t  a t  

N o ro ch ch o la i a n d  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  th e  a rm y  

in  th e  v ic in ity  fo r  s e c u r ity  is  n o t in  th e  

in te re s t o f  th e  L IT E . F u rth e rm o re , L T T E  

p o lic y  is  to  s a b o ta g e  d e v e lo p m e n t. W ith  

th e  o p e n in g  u p  o f  th e  a re a  a n d  th e  p ro v i­

s io n  o f  se cu rity  b y  th e  a rm e d  se rv ice s  th e re  

w ill b e  m o re  o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  p ilg r im s  to  

v is it  S t. A n n e ’s sh r in e  a t T h a law ila .

A s  such , th e  g o o d  B ish o p  sh o u ld  re c o n ­

s id e r  th e  s tan d  ta k e n  b y  h im  and  su p p o r t 

th e  p ro jec t, w ith o u t w ilt in g  to  p re s su re  

g ro u p s .

T h e re  is  a t  th e  m o m e n t a n  e n e rg y  c r is is  

a n d  w ith  th rea ts  o f  b la c k o u ts , i f  s tep s w e re  

n o t  ta k e n  t o . in s ta l l  th e  c o a l p la n t  a t  

N o ro c h c h o la i, th e  p a th  w ill b e  p av ed  fo r  a  

se r io u s  c ris is  s itu a tio n  to  d e v e lo p  so o n e r  o r  
la ter.
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