[page 4 ‘

th
8 7pecember 2016

NEWS

L

Uma Oya multi- -purpose project

- SC orders completion
of three drinking

LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA ‘

i

" Oya'multi purpose project.

The Supreme Court yesterday ™

o:@ergd the authorities to complete
threé dtinking water projects. tar-

geting the people affected by Uma.

Oya multi-purpose project by Feb-
ruary 28 next year.
*The " two-Judge-Bench compns-
ing Chief Justice K.Sripavan and
stice' " Priyantha  Jayawardena
made'this order consequent to a

Fundamental Rxghts petition filed,

farmers

(At a previous occasion, the
Supréme Court ordered the Provin-
cial Director of Agricultural in the
Uva Province to take necessary
steps to grant compensation for the
whose crops were
destroyed by Uma Oya multi-pur-
pose project.

The Supreme Court ordered the

‘Mahaweli Development and Envi-:

ronment Ministry to complete its

drinking water projects by Febru- :
;o ary 28 next year.
- The Attomey General had earher - Secre
the subn:ntted in Court, a copy-of a; «and}
been * Cabinet ~ memorandum - :
regarding - the: Uma .Ova proiect. '

1ssued

The Cabinet memorandum submit-
ted by the Mahaweli Development
and Environment Ministry had
identified the main socio-economic
problems in the areas affected by
Uma Oya project.

The. Cabinet memorandum stat-

ed; the ingress of water into the

head face tunnel which occurred on
December 4, 2014 resulted in some
socio-economic problems including

drying up of -wells, developing
, cracks in houses, damagmg Crops.

around the areas: of water ingress

: tlon, d
mto timnel lqcated m the D:stnct,:{: " Denil

“water projects

-v1ct1mlsed as a result of the Uma

only have their homes and crops
been destroyed, but they have lost
access to elean drinking water, cit-

“ing this as a violation of their fun-

damental rights. :

Secretary to the Mlmstry of
Mahaweli Development and Envi-
ronment, N. Rupasinghe, Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Irrigation
and Agriculture, the Central
Environment Authority and the
Attorney General  have been
named as. resgondents in the petj-

,erél Counsel Ravin-
appeared for the



