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P M  c a lls  f o r  in n o v a tio n ,^  
te c h n o lo g y  a n d  r ig h t  s k ills  
to  s p e e d  u p  d e v e lo p m e n t
S  By Shabiya. Ali Ahlam

As Sri Lanka looks to speed 
up its developm ent pace 
to become a high income 
economy by 2030, Prime Minister 

Ranil Wickremesinghe stressed the 
need for innovation, technology, and 
having technical personnel with the 
right skills, to achieve the target.

In a bid to leapfrog and make up for 
the lost opportunities, Wickremesinghe 
asserted that in Sri Lanka’s journey 
in becoming a high income economy 
“up-scaling” in all the spheres of 
technology was imperative.

“We need to go into a knowledge- 
based economy and for that we 
need innovation. We require more 
technology but that is going to be one 
of the biggest issues we are going to 
face. We must promote innovation.
. “However, the constra in t to 
our development is the shortage 
of technological personnel,” said 
Wickremesinghe at the Institution of 
Engineers’, Sri Lanka (IESL), Annual 
Sessions which was held last Friday in 
Colombo.

From left: IESL President Elect Eng. Jayavival Meegoda, Megapolis and Western Development 
Minister Patali Champika Ranawaka, Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and IESL President 
Eng. Wimalasena Gamage
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A ffirm ing the g o v ern m en t’s 
support, Wickremesinghe pointed 
out the need for the local engineering 
ta le n t pool to be deve loped  
and upgraded.

With a single agency to take 
charge i.e. IESL, Wickremesinghe 
stressed that with the ongoing trade 
negotiations such as the Indo-Sri 
Lanka Economic and Technology 
Cooperation Agreement (ETCA),
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care should be taken to ensure the 
local engineers are not “placed 
at a disadvantage, or treated as 
second class”.

W ickrem esinghe a lso  drew  
attention to the. fact that Sri Lanka, 
despite aiming to fulfill a number of 
ambitions, did not have sufficient 
educational institutions to support its
growth agenda. ___________ _
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"There simply aren’t enough high level 
institutions. We first need to develop the existing 
institutions by focusing on the University of 
Moratuwa and the Engineering Faculty of the 
University of Peradeniya. We need to look at 
having postgraduate research and other types of 
advance research,” he noted.

Wickremesinghe went on to add that even if 
the mentioned universities were upgraded, the 
two alone may not be sufficient. Attempting to 
have a greater pool of education institutions, 
mainly in the areas of technology, he said 
that the government was currently engaged 
in dialogue with a few American, Indian and 
Japanese institutes to have their branches set 
up in Sri Lanka.

As pointed out by Wickremeginehe, the next 
level which needed to be revisited is the training 
system embraced by the local education sphere. 
According to him, the authorities need to explore 
whether the existing British training system 
should be abandoned and the dual training system 
of Germany should be embraced,

“We need to look at upgrading our workmen 
since automation will have a huge role to play in 
the immediate term, Coming in are areas such as 
robotics, nanotechnology and we need people 
trained in those areas. If we cannot find them, then 
our whole exercise will fail," he stressed.


