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by Dilanthi Jayamanne : The M inistry  o f Pow er and 
O ne o f  the m ost vehem ent Energy and the Ceylon Electricity 

opponents to  the N orochcholai -Board (CEB) have been criticising 
coal-pow er project, the B ishop o f environm entalists and the B ishop 
Chilaw,-has said that it w as ab su rd , o f  C h ilaw 'fo r hindering the gov- 
to  think he w ould agree to the plan , en im ent’s plans', to  im plem ent the 
w hich e lec tric ity  experts have '. coal pow er plant. The country has 
m ooted as an im portant step been going through a spell o f 
tow ards- so lv ing  the co u n try ’s ■ darkness w hich com m enced with 
long-term  power, need s .." v ; one-and-aTh alf hours in the m onth

“It is absurd,” said ,Rev. I3rJ ■ of. July and. increased Up to eight 
M arcus Fernando in  a press state- hours during' the last tWo'months., 
m ent,” to  suggest that I \yho strug- -; M inisterial sources said that 
gled ag a in ^ 'thy^b jfe rt^b rfl^ the^ '^ tH b 'jk iW er crisis':hkd!tUmed'fHMO' a 
very beginning w ith valid reasons-‘̂ national isSlife'AVhidh' -rad b e ;

..■/tiitoa'-ir.- .
when foreign experts them selves ‘ T he  japanes’e  aid :which the 
have rejectedrit.” " G overnm ent w as to have^received

“O ur . objections - - to  fo r ’ the com pletion 'o f the coal- 
N orochcholai still rem ain as firm ■ i-fired power- p lan t was a lso . chan- 
as ever,” he stressed. nelled else,where* .5 w h e n S r i

Rev. Dr. Fernando w as L anka’s plans were blocked. “We 
responding to  recent reports that w ould5 have To com m ence our 
he had finally  given'his blessing to  negotia tions w ith J a p a n  once 
the N orochcholai coal-fired pow er again in 2003 if  we are to  receive 
plant. “ Som e people have tried to  Japanese a id  to  com plete  the 
create  the im pression th a t the : . p lant,” they said. ’
B ishop o f  C hilaw , w ho , had . “The num ber o f hours have 
ob jec ted  all a long .. to  the ' decreased since the beginning of 
N orochcho la i Project has now  October, but the pow er cuts have 
agreed to  it,” the. statem ent said.' caused great losses to  the m assive

It pointed out that experts from . industries as well as the sm all tim e 
D enm ark, w ho were consulted by - businessm en in  the suburbs o f  the 
the governm ent, have to tally  city and the outstations,” they 
rejected the 4.2 kilom etre jetty  . noted.
that w as to  be the lifeline o f the “E veryone has tu rned  their 
coal pow er plant. w rath on the governm ent and the

H e e m p h ^ ise d  he had reiterat- CEB for the situation. People are 
ed all along that the governm ent frustrated w ith these pow er cuts 
should take adequate safety m ea- . whiph seem  to  be the only thing 
sures to  ensure the safety o f  the that is carried out sharp on tim e,” 
people in w hatever part o f  the said a  sm all tim e shop ow ner from 
country they finally decided to  K iribathgoda recently w ho was 
erect the pow er plant. serving his custom er w ith the aid

He refused to  m ake any further o f a petrom ax lamp, 
com m ents regarding the matter.
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