* evidence. of environmenti

| .. acoal power plant,

Sunday Times; February . 4)

succinctly identifies all as-’
- pects of the problem. , -

The. stofy* demonstretes

m1smanagement m settmg 4]

-Any textbook on envrron—

"mental. management’ would
| - show the procedure to be fol-* ¢
" lowed in development activi--
| tiés.

A good Envn‘onment Im-

- pact Assessment (E1A) needs
-to take into consideration not
., only earth, air, water, animals
. '] “and plants, but also the peo-
* ple, their cultural and reli-
gious heritage and their daily

activities.
An EIA generally leads to

“an Environment Manage- -

ment Plan (EMP), where the

| .mitigation measures are in
- place to reduce the impacts.
-Before the EMP is finalised .

there are a few rounds of
community consultation and

" a public display of the draft

plan. Naturally, the revisions
will take into account the

- concerns of the community,

The news 1tem ‘CEB 1n dr :
| lemma over coal plant’ (The

far from vested interests and
polmcal inflience: All con-

“flicts’ should be’ amrcably re- . |
ssolvediarid the- -process- com-
: lpleted accordmg to a time-fa-

ble: - R

- Coal power should "have -
comie to Sri Lanka about a & i -
' 'Letters to the Editor" should
: -In déveloping the 2000 Ol-

‘decade ago The best site for
a coal power plant is in the

south, away. from-. potential
terrorist attacks. The plant

would provide employment
to the southerners.
The emissions could be

controlled with filters or other

means and cooling ponds

" could reduce the impact on

fisheries.’

CEB engineers should '

have worked closely with
environmental scientists (e.g.
Department of Environmen-
tal Science, University of
Colombo) throughout the
process.

CEB failed in commumty
consultation, communication
and public education, -and
hence in developing a

.afid: introduce further mieas-" "
- urés. Assessments and com-
mugity consultation$ should - §
~be-objective, transparent and
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" Be briet and to the point.
Address them to:
"Letters to the Editor,
~ The Sunday Times,
P.O. Box 1136, Colombo. .
Or e-ma|I to
steditor@wijeya.lk or
stfeat@wijeya.lk

Please note that letters cannot

be acknowledged or returned.

meaninfal EMP. The inabil-

ity to conmsider alternative

sites and approaches is a-re-
sult of inadequate options in

the Feasibility Study.

A case study on the coal
power plant in Sri Lanka,
outlining the problems, issues .

and- procedures that should - -

- the subject matter of an.MSc.
| thesis in Environmental Sci-

ence.
All Austrahan coal. power

, ‘pla.nts have gone through th1s
I process.

Today all major develop-
ment- activities require an
¢ 5@l minor activities
such as laymg a prpelme Te-

‘quire a-review of environ-

imental factors for approval.

ympic site at Home Bush

'Bay, a team of socxologrsts ’
ecologrsts and communica- -

tors managed the issueés on in-
dustrial contarinants and the
endangered Green and
Golden BeH frog at the site.
Ini Sti Lanka weneed to es-
tablish good environment
management procedures and

‘legislation,
If such procedures were in °

place, Mirisawatiya would
hever have been plastered
ahd “compléted” and all fac-

- tories will be operating with

4 licence from the Central En-
vironmental Authority.
Dr. Leonard Pinto
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