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■ The news item  ‘CEB in  dir  
lem m a over coal p lan t’ (The 
Sunday Tim es, February 4). 
succinctly identifies qll as­
pects o f the p ro b lem ..

T he, s to ry 1 dem onstrates* 
evidence, o f  env ironm en ts! 
.mismanagement in  setting up; 
a  coal pow er plant, . '

.Any textbook on environ-' 
m ental, m anagem ent w ould 
show the procedure to be fol­
lowed in developm ent activi­
ties.

.A good Environm ent Im ­
pact Assessm ent (E1A) needs 
to take into consideration not

■ , only earth, air, water, animals
and'plants, but also the peo­
ple, their cultu ral and re li­
gious heritage and their daily 
activities.

A n EIA  generally leads to 
an E n v iro n m en t M an ag e ­
m ent Plan (EM P), where the 
m itigation  m easures are  in  
place to reduce the impacts. 
Before the E M P is finalised 
th e re  are a few  rounds o f  
com m unity consultation and 
a  public display o f the draft 
plan. Naturally, the revisions 
w ill take in to  accoun t the 

1 concerns o f  the community,

■ and 'in troduce further m eas­
ures. Assessments and com ­
munity consultations should 
be objective, transparent and 
far from  vested interests and 

^political influence-. A ll con- 
flic ts’should be am icably re1 
solvecfand the process com ­
pleted according to a time-jtar 
ble.
- Coal pow er, should  have - 
Come to Sri L anka about a 
decade'ago. T h e  best site for 
a coal pow er plant is in  the 
south, aw ay-from -potential 
terrorist attacks. T he p lan t 
w ould provide em ploym ent 
to  the southerners.

T he em issions co u ld  be 
controlled with filters o r other 
m eans and  c o o lin g  ponds 
could reduce the im pact on 
fisheries.'

C EB  e n g in e e rs  sh o u ld  
have  w orked  c lo se ly  w ith 
environmental scientists (e.g. 
Departm ent o f  Environm en­
ta l S c ience , U n iv e rs ity  o f 
C o lo m b o ) th ro u g h o u t the 
process.

CEB failed in com m unity 
consultation, com m unication 
and p u b lic  edu ca tio n , and 
h e n c e  in  d e v e lo p in g  a

have been follow ed could be 
the subject m atter o f an.MSc. 
thesis in  E nvironm ental Sci­
ence. ' , ,

A ll A ustralian coal pow er 
plants have gone through this 

( process. ‘ " ■ '
Today all m ajor develop- 

3W m en t a c tiv itie s  req u ire  an 
m in o r a c tiv itie s  

g » s u c h  as laying a  pipeline re- 
siJIWquire a- rev iew  o f  environ- 
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m eaninful EMP. T he inabil­
ity  to  consider a lte rn a tiv e  
sites and approaches is a re­
sult o f inadequate options in 
the Feasibility Study.

A case study on the coal 
pow er p lan t in  S ri L anka, 
outlining the problems, issues 
and procedures tha t should

In  developing the 2000 O l­
y m p ic  s ite  a t H om e B ush  
Bay, a team  o f sociologists, 
ecologists and com m unica­
tors m anaged the issues on in­
dustrial contam inants and the 
e n d a n g e re d  G reen  an d  
G olden B ell frog  at the site.

In  Sri Lainka.we need to  es­
ta b lish  g o o d  en v iro n m en t 
management: procedures and 
leg is la tio n .'

I f  such procedures w ere in  
p lace , M irisaw atiya  w ould  
n ev er h ave  b een  p las te red  
ahd “com pleted’.’ and all fac­
tories w ill be  operating w ith 
a licence from  the Central En­
vironm ental Authority.

Dr. Leonard Pinto
- .Australia
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