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A country struggling 
to solve the garbage problem
by  Dr. (M rs )  A ja n th a  P e re ra

T he huge m oun ta in  of garbage at 
B loem endhal R oad is a fascinating 
site for the researchers, yet a fright­

ening experience to the com m on m an. This 
w as not my first sight of a garbage dum p. 
The garbage dum p of M eethotam ulla took 
aw ay all my fears to  go to  hell, as I believe 
th a t even hell cannot be any dirtier. Sri 
Lankans a re  good at keeping a problem  
and spend hours d iscussing as to w hat can 
be done about it, yet never o r very rarely 
com ing to solve the problem . The tim e has 
com e for us to change those attitudes and 
truly contribu te to m ake a difference.

B io-degradable m ateria l

85% of o u r garbage is m ade up  of bio­
degradable m aterial, i.e. if you th row  it 
onto the soil it will decay w ithin days. 
These m ateria ls can be com posted at hom e 
o r com posted at large scale th rough the 
initiation of the local authority. Hom e com ­
posting is always the best, as this would 
reduce the load of garbage w hich needs to 
be carried  bv the local authorities on a 
daily basis.

Home com posting is the responsibility of 
each citizen of Sri Lanka. It is not an 
option bu t ra th e r  a m ust. Com posting can 
be done by a p it system, a tu rn  over system 
(turning the pile at least tw ice a week) o r  a 
b in  system.

The bin system  provides an opportunity  
for the local authorities to make bins and 
sell it to  the households a t a  reasonable 
rate.

If there a re  businessm en in the a rea  who 
would like to m ake bins, then th e ir  assis­
tance also should be accepted.

Recycling waste

The w aste such as paper, glass and  p las­
tics can be recycled. The industries to  recy­
cle these have existed for years in this 
country, som e m ore than  50 years. The 
P aper C orporation  is said to  be getting 
back to  the recycling business very soon. If 
it truly happens as prom ised it w ould p ro ­
vide a large scale incom e to thousands of 
people w ho collect w aste p ap e r for recy­
cling. In  1995 a program  w as launched  to 
separate  w aste paper, glass and  plastics at 
hom e and  sell it to the Multi Purpose 
Cooperatives. This p rogram  is still func­
tioning in  som e parts  of the country. Anoth­
e r  p rog ram  w as launched to  collect the 
separated  w aste by the local authority  from  
households. This too is still functioning in 
som e p arts  of the country. If the garbage 
problem  is to be solved these p rogram s 
m ust have the support of the governm ent 
as well as the people.

Public Nuisance Ordinance
The Public N uisance O rdinance spells 

out very well th a t the provision is available 
to  fine any  p erso n  c a u g h t th ro w in g  
garbage on  to  the roadside. A person  found 
throw ing garbage onto the roadside can  be 
fined Rs. 50.00. This fine w ould be ideal if 
it can  be im plem ented as a spot fine. The 
Public H ealth  Inspectors are little re luc­
ta n t to  go to courts to fine a person  Rs. 50. 
It w as requested  from  all M inisters of Envi­
ronm en t w ho cam e into pow er w ith in  the 
last 12 years to increase this fine up to  Rs. 
500. B ut up to  now  no satisfactory answ er 
has been received. If any person  in au th o r­
ity w ishes to  solve th is  ever g row ing  
garbage problem  w hich is a key to sp read

of dengue fever, then  they must assist to 
im plem ent this fine w hich' has been  in 
effect in  S ri Lanka even in 1932.
G oing ab road  on garbage

Today the garbage problem  has becom e 
an  opportun ity  to  m any  to travel ab road . 
M ost persons w ho com e to Sri Lanka w ith  
a p roposa l to  solve the  garbage p ro b lem  
also have a co m ponen t to  iM pr p ersons 
w ith in  the relevant au th o rities ,to  travel to 
th e ir  coun try  to see how  the garbage p ro b ­
lem  has been  solved. These opportun ities 
are m isused by those who travel ab ro ad  
an d  very few positive ou tpu ts have com e as 
a resu lt of these visits to  foreign coun tries.

To solve the  p rob lem  - we can
We in S ri L anka have all the know ledge 

to  solve the  garbage problem. W hat w e 
lack is the en thusiasm  and the co m m it­
m ent. M any people believe in doing a lo t of 
charity  w orks to show  how  much they ca re  
abou t th e  m o therland . The greatest charity  
they could  tru ly  perfo rm  is to help  solve 
this, the m ajo r environm ental h az a rd  in 
the country. If you tru ly  love your m o th e r 
nation , then  com post a t home, using y o u r 
food w aste, jo in  in a recyclingjptogram  fo r 
w aste paper, glass and  plastick. B uy  w isely 
so th a t you  do not b rin g  hpmiK|®mecessary 
garbage , in  the form  of packing m ateria l, 
ca rry  a clo th  bag instead of -ft th in  po ly­
thene shopping bag, su p p o rtjjp e  Rs. 50 
spot fine for those w ho throw  garbage on  
the roadside .

Be differen t and  m ake a  difference.
(The w r ite  is Founder, N ational P rogram  

on R ecycling  o f  S o lid  W aste,M  
a janper@ sltnet.lk .)

Dumping city garbage in  the outskirts. Is this the solution to the problem?
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