| 26 Oct &006 lSlaVld« Cwudw&\‘ ?e\hew 3P>

' National - Water

) Ma.nagement Pohcy (NWRMP)

eVen though 1t needs substantlal
v1ew :

. rthe Irrigation Management Policy

‘Support Activity IMPSA) project -

: ’and commencement ‘of the Asian
Development Bank supported

“Comprehenswe Water Resources

l iManagement Project” (CWRMP).
(The impetus for policy formulation
’ ’began with the recommendations

Emendanons, that -water must . be
ynanaged hohstically ‘and water

*must be managed eﬁiclently, paved_.

courage in publishing ‘the draft. '1
"Resources - §

_'from CWRMPE. The two key recom- -

"’ The process of water ‘policy "=
development in Sri. Lanka_ has .a--
ichequered past. The current policy -
development process can be traced
. iback to 1992 with the completion of -

-nars and workshops conducted afl
over the country to solicit views of
stakeholders to formulate a' water. -
resources policy. The public may
remember how- the. water. policy -
held

became an issue at times of elec-
tions in the past. Various interest-

ed parties used the water policy to.
attack their opposition in the name .
‘draining the life blood, of the coun-:’
_ try’. Those who followed the debate_ B
on, water policy ‘in the past. may
‘remeinber that’ incumbent govern-;
“ments’ at various t1mes did no
- attempt to counter some of ‘the’

and a number of new institutions -
‘were estabhshed (and subsequent-

ly closed), international assistance
sought and nat1onal d1alogues

‘In splte of all these mterven-

.tions we still find there is lack of
iunderstandmg on the: princlple
_contents and logic presented in the .

policy What was published on gth..-
: October2006mtheDallyN ws is a

0. formulate -a water -
- resources management policy. The'
.demand_for water is increasing.
:The riumber of water -users has

increased and the quantity of

- water extraction demes the right .
. for some at the expense of others.

-There is disproportionate water
" extraction by some water use sec-
tors. The' growing demand for -
‘water due to improvement in liveli-

hoods, industrialization, popula-

tion increase and protection for
env1ronment ‘and btod1vers1ty, cre-:
ates a greater demand on limited

_"g_and nnpresswe ‘but httle can; be )

‘ e The definition
pears .broad, ali encompassing

"-’-On of.;the key concerns ~in ;

- TWRM is consensus' among stake :
K holders The concept assumes con:,_

sensus, openness and inclusive-!

“ness. in decision making with I'
R respect to rational allocation: fof,
B - water among stakeholders. It all

sounds. good in theory. Practically -
it is’ the most difficult. Especially ' .

for one’s need but not for ones'-"m the South Asian context even

‘greed”, thus it is how one manages -
the lmnted quantity of water that o
) matters in the future.
Increasingly, IWRM is belng pro- f~,
" posed as the way forward. I have no
qualms about IWRM as a ‘concept’.”:
Technically it is possible to accept .
IWRM as a meansto manage limit- - consensus,
ed water resources butis it practi--.
cally poss1ble" Integrated - water-
resource 'management is: nothmgv
new to Sri Lanka, ‘however, the.cur-:

intra-institutional consensus is dif-
ficult not to mention inter-institu-
tiohal agreements. This was evi-

. dent in the very high temple of the

GWP in South "Asia. The GWP

v_South Asia regional .office had to

be: d1scontmued because of poor.
understanding and:
in¢lusiveness : among its own stake- -

‘holders.: Therefore, it'is always

good to understand the issues in’
- résources: management andA
relevant actors before'boardmg the




