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trlbute to those who

opposed coal power pro;ect g

“Accordrng o"'_'medla reports
Government of ‘Sri- Lanka has called off the

coal power- plant” project .at. Norochcholai.'
We bow oui heads-in thanksglvmg o God.
.'states Rev, Dr, F.

for Hrs graciousness”,
'Marcus Fernando Blshop of Chllaw in a
press ‘release; © ! 5 5

o “We thank and congratulate the Pres1dent

and the Government for this wise decrsron

We also thank the Léader of the Opposmon '

who has spoken out clearly against this pro-
ject, and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference

of,Sri Lanka: which twice- appealed to the

‘ Presrdent to reconsider rt
. There are so many groups and individu-

al.s we w15h to. thank for! havrng taken a clear

sxand agarnst thls project.. To name just a
few: the people of the area, Buddhists,
‘Muslims, Hindus and Christians in the
Kalpmya region,. technlcally qualified peo-

ple mcludmgpenvrrvonmental scientists, engi-.
‘neers who proposed viable alternatives,.and .
,otdinary " folks -all . over: Sri Lanka. who

_ekpressed themselves clearly on the subject.
“The media people have to be thanked in a

special way for maklng possrble an honest .

and intelligent debate on this sub_|ect which

the.“

. from the inner springs. that their relrglous'

touches the life- of our people All these, and

<
- many -other besrdes contributed their. share

-We:are partlcularly glad that. the secumy
prob]em concermng the plant, which would

" have been’a permanent mghtmare and cost- !

ly exercise, has been laid to Test. Srmrlarly,

s the transforming of a peaceful and beloved
; .shrlne into.'a conflict zone, with securrty
~ concerns adversely affecting shrine activi-

ties and movement of pllgrlms, has been

doné away -‘with. Moreover, the democratic |

:'process where the leaders of a country lis-!"

ten to the voice of the people - notwith- !

;standrng efforts to undermme 1t - has been
_affrrmed

‘ll

Therer is no doubt that Sri Lanka needs
more power. Intelligent, people and envi-
ronment, frrendly,.dlsmterested and cost-
effective planning is called for ‘here. We
believe that Sri Lankans - who can draw

tradltlons offer. - and ‘using’ their intelli-
gence and resourcefulness, would adequate-
ly provrde for our needs in this beautiful
land' of ‘ours which has been blessed by the
Creator”'the press release states. .~




