by Hemal Pieris

inister  Laksh-
I\/I man Kadirgamar
has been felled
by a wicked assassin’s
bullet. This is a brief trib-
ute to a true and noble Sri
Lankan, from a humble
fellow countryman who
has shared with him an
abiding love for our moth-
erland. This is also a call
to all who profess love for
our green and pleasant
land to strive to help
bring peace and sanity
back to our land, through
a spirit of "Live and let
live”.

Is it not ironical even if
it be perverse, that those
who assassinate others so
brutally and cold blood-
edly, too argue that they
are doing those very acts
for the love of their moth-
erland or should we say
homeland? But can love
whether for an individual
or a cause ever be recon-
ciled with brutality and
violence and even cold
blooded murder, whether
by an individual, a group
or even by the State?
Those who truly follow
the teaching of the great
religions will readily say
that these are irreconcil-
able? For "Violence will
always beget violence and
hate”, and will resolve
Snhothing, in the long term.
This can be seen in many
places in our world
today,-in the Middle East,
in Iraq, and elsewhere.

We in Sri Lanka are a
multi-ethnic, multi-reli-
gious, multi-facetted, plu-
ral society. Only the die
hard chauvinists, - [and
there are unhappily many
in our strife ridden land
on both sides of the great
racial divide] - will deny
this. Increasing polarisa-
tion along racial lines can
result in a ghetto mentali-
ty. This is increasingly evi-
dent. With the burning
down of churches in
recent times, the seeds of
violent religious strife too
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are being sown. Minister
Kadirgamer transcended
all such trends, and did
yeoman service in build-
ing bridges between the
disparate groups -racial,
religious or caste, - using
his considerable skills as
a debater, orator, diplo-
mat and intellectual. He
was at home in any group
and had mastered the art
of the truly great to be
able to “Walk amongst
princes, and to keep the
common touch”.

As a Tamil Lakshman
Kadirgamar steadfastly
held the view that no indi-
vidual or group could
claim to be the sole repre-
sentative of the Tamil peo-
ple. Most democratic
minded people would
agree that in the absence
of democratic process
where peoples choices
could be tested through
the ballot that there could
be no such legitimate
claims? That issue needs
urgent resolution and can
best be done through the
efforts of the Tamil peo-
ples themselves, with the
support of all who wish
for a united Sri Lanka, -
both here and abroad.
That issue will never be
solved through violence,
but by the ballot. Violence
will only result in the
deaths of more and more
innocents and untold mis-
ery to many more, both in
the North and South.

The other issue that
cannot be swept under
the carpet and needs to be
resolved before peace can
return, is the question of
the North -East merger. A
referendum that was to be
held and was agreed upon
years ago, was never held
and is at the root of all the
problem.

In Sri Lanka there is
much double talk and non
implementation whether
it be on this issue or even
the effective implementa-
tion of the official lan-
guages act or the declara-
tion of assets law, or the

implementation of the 17
Amendment. It is impor-
tant that a referendum be
held to decide on the N-E
merger, even if it needs to
be done under interna-
tional supervision. While
the wishes of the Tamil
and Muslim communities
are uncertain, the Sin-
halese are perhaps justifi-
ably concerned about the
need for such a mergei
and the fear of separa-
tion.? This issue needs to
be resolved in a demo-
cratic manner with trans-
parency and some sort of
federal solution arrived
at.

Many respected leaders
have been assassinated in
Sri Lanka in the recent
past - both Sinhala and
Tamil. There had been a
brief respite with the
courageous signing of the
peace accord and a rela-
tive peace and calm
returned to our land. The
economy was moving for-
ward. We were free to

move about in Colombo
and elsewhere, without
the constant threat of
bombs,- that respect no
one. For this we were all
very grateful. All peace
loving citizens need to
help create a climate of
tolerance, and respect for
human life, and help pre-
vent a slide back to anar-
chy and mayhem, amidst
growing violence and
crime that is engulfing
our society.

Above all else, what Sri
Lanka requires at this
time is the recognition of
ours, as a multi - cultural,
plural society, and the
urgent need for a truly
national identity for all
Sri Lankans. Many multi

cultural lands such as
Canada, Switzerland,
Belgium, Singapore,

India and others have
resolved their problems
through efforts at evolv-
ing a truly national identi-
ty. Ireland is moving for-
ward  despite  strains

towards resolving their
decades long internecine
conflict. Such solutions
need a great deal of sin-
cerity and selfless states-
manship by our leaders,
[both in politics and out-
side], - sadly lacking in
our land in recent years.

The late Minister
Kadirgamar was a note-
worthy exception. He
overcame the lure of a
comfortable life in the
ivory towers of academia
or the professions, where
he would have received
warm acceptance and
recognition. He instead
chose to serve his mother-
land, knowing well the
dangers and thankless-
ness of such devotion to
duty. To my mind he
would have been an excel-
lent choice for nomina-
tion as President or Prime
minister, and Sri Lanka
missed a golden opportu-
nity. India , has with great
foresight chosen people
from minority communi-
ties - Muslims, Sikfis and
others for the highest
positions in the land. The
present Indian Prime
Minister, a Sikh, is a good
example. We have a long
way to go, and time is cer-
tainly not on our side.

It is not necessary to
refer  to Lakshman
Kadirgamar's many
achievements, as much
has and will be written on
that. We in Sri Lanka
need to learn from his
example, and to note that
those who love and serve
our land best are not
those who crow about our
cultural heritage,
although there is much to
be proud of in our com-
mon cultural heritage, [to
which peoples of all races
and religions have indeed
contributed], nor to
blame our past colonial
rulers for all our ills, but
to strive to evolve a truly
Sri Lankan identity, and
acceptable power sharing
mechanisms, whereby all
segments of our society

can live peaceably and
preserve their respective
cultural traditions. Let
not Lakshman Kadiriga-
mar have died in vain. His
death only shows the
degree of insanity and
inhumanity that prevails
in the minds of some in
this land, and it is neces-
sary while taking steps to
ensure security for all in
our land, - to address the
causes for such insanity to
take root, and to resolve
them, without further
delay and procrastination
so that a permanent peace
can be established. Mur-
derous violence and war
can never resolve the
problems of our land.
Nelson Mandela, who can
be considered the greatest
statesman of the last cen-
tury, was a freedom fight-
er against a repressive
regime, in South Africa.
He was never revengeful,
in his fight for his people’
freedom, nor was Mahat-
ma Gandhi in India. Dr
Neelan Tiruc&elvam,
another [Tamil] martyr to
the cause of peace and
ethnic harmony in our
land had stated in 1999-
[refer epitaph engraved
on his memorial slab].

‘We cannot glorify death
whether on the battlefield
or otherwise.

We on the other hand
must celebrate life and are
fiercely committed

To protecting the securi-
ty and sanctity of life,

Which is the most fun-
damental value without
which, -

All other rights and free-
doms become meaning-
less."

Let us pray that God
will help all people in our
truly blessed land, to
learn to respect human
life in a spirit of "Live and
let live”. “More things are
wrought by prayer than
this world dreams of”.

May God Bless this
land, and may God .for-
give us for our growing”;
collective sin.



