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Mawella coal power crucia
for southern

I read w ith m uch interest the article o f Mr. 

C arlo  Fernando, under the above caption 

w hich appeared in  The Island o f 5 .1 .2001.. 

W ith all due respect to his vast know ledge on 

w ater resources and the electricity requirem ent 

o f  this country, I fail to  see why he insists on 

M aw ella as a  site fo r the proposed coal pow er 

plant.

Surely, he. should now realise that the gov­

ernm ent has already taken a decision to  aban­

don this project a t M aw ella, and I understand 

from  the Fisheries M inistry and the Coast 

Protection A uthorities, they have com pleted 

the fisheries harbour at K udaw ella and other 

projects in this area  are underway w ith further 

developm ent in the future.

It is unim aginable that such a  know ledge­

able person talks o f  developm ent o f  the south 

by having a  coal p lant there, w hen electricity 

generated  from  any  o ther p lace , be it 

N orochcholai, cou ld  be transm itted . He 

appears to  tickle the ego o f  the M inister o f 

Southern D evelopm ent by saying “it is fortu-

nate Mr. Ronnie de Mel has been appointed the j 
M inister fo r Southern Developm ent. A tleasij 

now le t us hope that he places the w hole mat- j 

ter in the proper perspective along w ith M r .; 

M ahinda Rajapakse, M inister for Fisheries. i 

I hope they will not fall a  prey to  this sub- j 

tie m anoeuvre and ham per already, planned j 
fisheries and coast protection work. T he prior-1 

ity in this coastal belt is protection o f  the coast'f 

and developm ent o f fisheries industry to  w hich i 

the governm ent has rightly directed its atten ! 

tion. This also is the southerners w ish. j

C om e Mr. Fernando, let as all pressurise the ; 

governm ent to  have the  coal p lan t a t | 

N orochcholai, irrespective o f  personal f e e l - ; 

ings, politics and religious objections, and save j 
the country from  econom ic disaster. Then your > 

dream  o f  coal power generation in Sri Lanka i 

will m aterialise, for w hich you could be happy } 

personally as one who advocated it. j
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