
education programme, coupled with sound planning 
would defeat any public opposition and interference 
which is so detrimental to the execution o f any planned 
programme o f work.

‘Economists generally regard a project as being justified 
i f  the rate o f  teturn is iiot less than that which can be 
obtained from other non-highway items. The choice o f 
hypotheses in economic evaluation for developing coun­
tries will be different from those o f the more advanced 
countries. Lack o f  information w ill also increase the 
complexities o f arriving'at the money value o f  advantage.

‘Whether cost benefit analysis or other methods are 
used, a systematic method o f analysing the problem will 
mean that, at least all relevant factors are identified and 
taken into consideration. However cost benefit analysis! 
alone is not an adequate method o f decision-making, 
and must combine with broad judgement taking into 
consideration the effects on environment and the quality 
o f life and other intangible benefits like the creation o f 
a greater degree o f cohesiveness by the linking or inte­
gration o f comparatively isolated areas*.

Discussion

A  long and lively discussion followed;' There was 
much argument in favour o f making the Highway Depart­
ment the Traffic Authority, with the enforcement entrus­
ted to the Police; the need for a Highway Policy which 
cannot be formulated and implemented without a High­
way authority.

Another topic discussed at length was the present 
organization which started with the setting up o f the 
TCEO ; many o f the members were in favour o f  re­
organization, in order to get a more efficient system 
which would also provide more job satisfaction for the 
engineers and specialists.

Messrs. Diandas, V. W. Abevwardene, M. R. Fernando, 
L. R. L. Peiera, M. D . G. GoDnetilleke, Denzil Ssna- 
nayake, and Dr. Tudor Goonewardene were among 
those who participated. Mr. Thilak Wijesinghe pro­
posed the Vote of Thanks and concluded,the’ discussion.

(A complete transcript o f the proceedings of this sympo­
sium is available iii the Institution Library.)

N ATION AL DEVELOPM ENT AN D  TH E  
PROBLEMS OF ENGINEERING  
SPECIALISTS

Transferability would also ensure a better and more 
even distribution o f technology within the entire Public 
Service. Further this would make it possible for specialists 
to be easily moved to positions according to national 
priorities.

On wastage alone it is estimated that the creation o f a 
Specialist cadre would save the country approximately 
Rs. 2 jo million an year.

G. N . Per era

After the Second World War all countries which could 
afford to do so invested large sums o f money on scientific 
research. As a result engineering methods, analysis and 
technology advanced very rapidly. By cutting into the 
earlier factors of safety, using better materials and by more 
creative work it became possible to eliminate a lot o f 
wastage and accelerate economic development.

To implement these advantages it became necessary 
to develop finer skills and finer understanding of engi­
neering problems. This led to the emergence o f the 
engineering specialists. (Design and Research Engineers). 
The specialists are therefore the source of technological 
development in any engineering organisation.

Library Facilities

Due to the vast advances in engineering. methods 
analysis and technology, a library is an essential part o f 
any engineering organisation.

Due to the manner with which some departments and 
corporations have been run there are no library facilities 
at all. In other places there are ill-equipped library facili­
ties which are far from what is required.

As a matter of policy it is imperative that (the develop­
ment of libraries be considered with high priority.

Investigation Facilities

In Sri Lanka*s Public Service today there are young 
engineers holding Masters and Doctors degrees and 
coming under the categc ry o f specialists. It is'* in the 
interest o f national development that an Engineering 
Specialist cadre be created permitting the development 
o f Engineering Specialist careers.

The above cadre should be on a transferable basis, since 
the in-depth knowledge possessed by specialists could be 
made use o f by many departments (eg. in-depth know­
ledge in Soil Mechanics, Concrete technology etc.).

There is a serious shortage o f laboratory facilities in 
Sri Lanka*s Public Service. It is therefore very difficult 
to build up on indigenous technology in the country. 
It will not be possible for every department to have their 
complete requirements.

In the circumstances a much closer liaison between the 
Public Service and the University is required. Investi­
gations into all major development projects are best 
carried out as a joint effort between the University and the 
department concerned.
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