
News er-v : - .-11.7 i f

Stop dumping garbage everywhere
^  ‘x o o j ,  wTT

Piles and piles o f  gar- on fighting the case is 
bage are a com m on site in m ore than the fine itself.

i v r V

the d istric t o f  Colom bo. 
P eople are not asham ed to 
th row  all tha t they do not 
require on to the roadside 
because no one w ill say a 
word, make a com plaint or 
w ill take them  to courts. 
Everyone com plains o f  the 
ugliness o f  the dum ps on 
the roadsides yet almost all 
local, as well as the foreign 
com m unity o f  Sri Lanka, 
th row  the ir garbage out o f  
the ir prem ises. The N ui­
sance O rdinance o f  1932 
states clearly  that one can 
be fined Rs. 50 if  caught 
dum ping garbage haphaz­
ardly and when it becomes 
a nuisance to the public. 
Even when people com m it 
an illegal act such as 
dum ping garbage into 
com m on property  no one 
has attem pted to take them 
to courts sim ply because 
the m oney generally  spent

Though m any tim es the 
past m inisters o f  the envi­
ronm ent were requested to 
increase this fine no one 
has done it. Therefore, the 
only option is to spot fine 
those who throw  garbage 
into public property. This 
is quick and effective, even 
though it is only Rs. 50.

It is a well know n fact 
that alm ost 14 lakhs o f  
people will gather together 
in the city o f  Kandy to  see 
the Esala Perahera. Among 
these people, i f  each per­
son brings one thin po ly ­
thene shopping bag or one 
p lastic bottle o f  water, the 
to tal accum ulation o f  this 
material w ithin Kandy city 
w ill be approxim ately
1,400,000 o f  shopping 
bags and 1,400,000 o f  
plastic bottles. I f  this quan­
tity  is dispersed haphaz­
ardly throughout the city it

Garbage dumped on the side of a

could cause drains to be 
blocked thereby spilling 
drainage w ater onto the 
streets and create a  bad 
sm ell due to the blocked 
drains and rotting garbage, 
and also provide optim um

road

breeding grounds for mos­
quitoes.

Som e people even have 
the habit o f  dum ping food 
and other unw anted m ate­
rial into the K andy lake. 
The ecological system  o f

the K andy lake has suf­
fered in the past due to the 
inflow  o f  w aste and i f  it 
continues it will com e to 
the previous state o f  the 
B eira lake. In order to  re­
vert back to a healthier en­

vironm ent it w ill take 
years and will cost large 
sums o f  money. At a tim e 
like the Esala Perahera, 
when large crowds both lo­
cal as well as foreign, gath­
er within the city o f  Kandy, 
the threat to the Kandy 
lake due to  dum ping o f  
w aste is at its highest and 
therefore a decision has 
been taken to spot fine 
those caught dum ping any 
form  o f  garbage into the 
K andy Lake w ith the ap­
proval o f  the Inspector 
G eneral o f  Police. I f  this 
method proves to be effec­
tive, it can also be im ple­
m ented in other m ajor u r­
ban centres o f  the country. 
The main aim  o f  th is at­
tempt is to build a well dis­
ciplined healthy nation.
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