By Dr. Gamini Kulatung

locally” seems to be the
- buzz phrase used in driving
‘everyone towards the
» dream of a Global Village
" or more correctly, the Glo-
- bal Marketplace. The three
‘books by Eng. D.L.O.

~'Mendis give a beautiful.
‘twist to this thinking by -

describing some local de-
" velopments in the backdrop

' of global manipulations.

., E'1) Eppawala - Destruc-
-tion of Cultural Heritage in
' the name of Development.
E 2) WTO, Globalisation
J and Eppawala after Seattle.
"; E3) Pugwash,
‘I Globalisation ~ and
' Eppawala -Pugwash Be-
_itrayed? Or, Eppawala Be-
‘%trayed? P
N This trilogy of books by
:D.L.O. Mendis discusses

T
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.;The Eppawala tr|I

“Think globally and act’

not only the Eppawala
phosphate rock deposit but

.the proposed privatisation
of water as well. The con- -
nection, as the author ex--

plains, is that Eppawala is
situated at the heart of the
Kalaweva-Jayaganga eco-
system.

The first volume in this
trilogy, E1, waslaunched in
June 1999 by the then Min-
ister of Sciencé and Tech-

- nology, Batty Weerakoon,
who alone in the. Cabmet-} )
-had proposed the proposal

to sell out the deposit to a
multinational corporation.
Eppawala was that much in
the news, with demonstra-
tions against the proposal at
Eppawala itself and'in Co-

lombo. E 1 conslsts of a
number of articlés on -

Eppawala set in the context
of the Jayaganga, the 54
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transbasin diversion chan-
nel built by King

-Dhatusena in the 5th cen-
tury that carries watef from
the -

Kalaweva to
Anuradhapura city tanks.
The ancient irrigation sys-
tems which the author de-
scribes as water and soil

. conservatlon ecosystems,

are also dealt with in some

. detail.
An extract fromDr. C.G.

Weeramantry s Separate
Opinion in the Danube dam
case describes the ancient
irrigation systems in Sri
Lanka as an example of
sustainable development. A
paper first published in
1974 describes ‘the plan-
nping of the Eppawala

project as a DDC project -

using labour intensive tech-
nology immediately after
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and-a half mile long

the youth insurrection in
1971. Another article fo-
cuses on the need for self-

reliant development, the.
prevailing political.phi-

losophy at the time of the
project was launched.

.Other papers deal with the

Naru phosphate casé and
the extraction of natural gas
in the Netherlands on a
World Bank pro_;ect which
will exhaust a preclous

‘non-renewable resource in
_about 30 years which-is

considered the best time
span for such a project ac-
cording to economical ac-
counting procedures. -

The second book in the -

trilogy, E 2, had actually
been launched on World
Water Day, March 22,

2000. It is-a collection of

iliustrated articles com:
piled by Mendis including

a number of ﬁrst hand im- -

pressions of the street dem-
onstrations at Seattle which
successfully aborted the
WTO ministerial meeting
in the city in November -
December
World Trade Organisation
is described in detail with
actual examples of how it
has functioned since it was
set up: as the successor of

the General Agreement on
‘Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
“The role that can and has
. been played by the WTO in

- the privatisation of water

all over the world is de-
scribed. In particular, the
privatisation of water in
Canada after the North

American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) came

into existence, is described.
The extraordinary powers
of the WTO which allow it

1999. The
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to over-rule the’ laws- of-a
sovereign state, aré also
documented with exam-

‘ples. Protestations against
the possibility of similar ifi-
terventions on behalf of
multinational corporations
in the Narmada valley in..

" India are also discussed. - *

The last volume in the

trilogy, E3, .carries. the
judgémentin the Eppawala,';
‘Fundamental- nghts case,’. T
- deliveied on-June-2; 2000:
~It also'has a chaptér on thie -
' Privatisation of Watet in Sri-
Lanka ‘which anticipates
‘many of the issues now un- :
.der discussion. :
All three volumes pro—“;
vide a comprehensive cov-

erage of the ancient ung'

life as an’ ungatlon engi-

‘neer, argues, is a. tremen—

dous asset if correctly un-

derstood as “water arid sonI

conservation ecosystems”.
This is of ‘special - signifi-

cance in the: present context
“of 1mpendmg pnvansatron
- of water since these sys+

‘tems represent the’ ost

compreliensive utrlxsatron

-of the water resources of the
-..island that are essennall)#
‘adependent'v on seasonal

rary resp:te againstattempts.
to exhaust.a non renewable
natural resource in a very.

. .short time, then pnvatlsmg
_‘of water could be seen'as & '

:1oom1ng threat to the life
_"bloodofthepeasantry fthe .
tion' systems of Sti Lanka: -coun b :
- which Mendls, who started. - The idea of attachiiig price:
- tags to goods for the con-
. venience of shoppers seems

PP

- sources.

‘water

to have reached its lumts by
price-tagging natural re-
‘Where these
strange 1deas germinated
and how they are planted in
our soil are brilliantly ex-

,posed in the trilogy. .

Afterreadmg Mendls de-
scnptlon of the role played

by water in Sri Lanka’s “wa-

ter and soil conservation
. ecosysteins” the idea of

R pn’(:ing'Waterseemstobean
. ie. idea conceived in igno-
prpawala aseas atempo-

rance. One. could not help
‘pondering over the wisdom
of defining a fool as “one
who knows the price of eve-
_rything but the value of

All in-all, thls tnlogy
should be-mandatory read-

" -ing for policy makers and all
sothers interested in the effi-
_cient and’ sustainable utili-

sation of water in Sri Lanka.
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