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Ancient Modes of Inland W ater

Transportation in Sri Lanka: Stability Analysis on Craft
Excavated from Attanagalu Oya.

C Jayawardana

Abstract: Strategic location of Sri Lanka in ancient marine routes and the availability of natural sea

ports around its shore line, was a well established fact. Marine archeological findings surfaced recently
prove Sri Lanka's engagement in maritime navigation from early periods. Apart from oceanic transport,

numerous internal water ways also have contributed to the ancient water transport facilities in a

noteworthy manner. Socio cultural consequences due to both oceanic and inland water transport have

been studied comprehensively and a vast amount of research literature is now available in that context.

But the study of technological aspects of ancient w ater transportation modes is a highly limited area.

This paper is devoted to explore some historical references of the inland water transport crafts and
stability analysis of one of the specimens excavated from inland water ways and now conserved at

Colombo National Museum.
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1. Introduction

Sri Lanka has played a role as a great trade
centre of long distance maritime trade from pre-
Christian era. Apart from the trading activities,
political and religious purposes have also played
vital roles in establishing Sri Lanka as a major
destination of many ancient authorities. Tenant
[1], Gunawardana [2] and Bopearachchi [3]
record extensive foreign relations with Greeks,
Roman, Indian, Arabian, Persian, Chinese,
Moors, Genoese and Venetian authorities had
with ancient Sri Lanka.

2. Importance of Inland W ater
Transport

Bopearachchi [3] further evaluating the
contribution of internal water ways in
international trade, notes many of the ancient
Sri Lankan ports are situated at the estuaries of
rivers. Some examples for such locations are,
Salavathura [Chillaw ] atthe Deduru Oya, W attala
at the Kelani Ganga, Kalatittha [Kaluthara] at
the Kalu Ganga, Bhimatittha [Benthota] at the
Bentota Ganga, Gimatittha [Ginthota] at the
Gin Ganga, Mahavalukagama [Weligama] at
the Polwatta Ganga, Nilw alatittha [Matara] at
the Nilvala Ganga, Gothapabbatha [Godavayal]
at the Walave Ganga and Kirinda at the Kirindi
Oya.
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Fig 1: Ancient Sri Lankan ports associated with
river estuaries

Eng. C Jayawardana, IB.Sc (Eng)Hons, MTech, MA,
MIET, MIE (Sri Lanka), C.Eng], presently a Project Manager,
Cruickshanks Ceylon Puvt. Ltd. Katunayaka

14


http://www.tcpdf.org






















