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Ancient Modes of Inland Water 

Transportation in Sri Lanka: Stability Analysis on Craft 

Excavated from Attanagalu Oya.

C Jayawardana

Abstract: Strategic lo catio n o f Sri Lanka in ancient m arine routes and the availability o f natural sea 

ports aro und  its sho re line, w as a w ell established  fact. M arine archeo lo gical find ings surfaced  recently  

pro ve Sri Lanka's engagem ent in maritime navigatio n fro m  early  periods. A part from oceanic transport, 

num ero us internal w ater w ays also  have co ntributed  to  the ancient w ater transpo rt facilities in a 

no tew o rthy manner. So cio  cultural co nsequences due to  bo th o ceanic and  inland  w ater transpo rt have 

been stud ied  co m p rehensively  and  a vast am o unt o f research literature is now  available in that context. 

But the study o f techno logical asp ects o f ancient w ater transpo rtatio n mod es is a highly  limited  area.

This paper is d evo ted  to  exp lo re so me histo rical references o f the inland  w ater transpo rt crafts and 

stability  analysis o f one o f the sp ecim ens excavated  fro m  inland  w ater w ays and  now  co nserved  at 

Co lombo  N atio nal M useum.
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1. Introduction

Sri Lanka has p layed  a ro le as a great trad e 

centre o f lo ng  d istance m aritim e trad e fro m  pre- 

Christian era. A p art fro m  the trad ing activ ities, 

po litical and  religious purpo ses have also  p layed  

vital ro les in establishing  Sri Lanka as a majo r 

d estinatio n o f m any ancient authorities. Tenant 

[1], Gunaw ard ana [2] and  Bo pearachchi [3] 

reco rd  extensive fo reign relatio ns w ith Greeks, 

Roman, Ind ian, A rabian, Persian, Chinese, 

M oors, Geno ese and Venetian authorities had  

w ith ancient Sri Lanka.

2. Importance of Inland Water 

Transport

Bo pearachchi [3] further evaluating  the 

co ntributio n o f internal w ater w ays in 

internatio nal trade, no tes many o f the ancient 

Sri Lankan ports are situated  at the estuaries of 

rivers. So m e exam ples fo r such lo cations are, 

Salavathura [Chillaw ] at the Ded uru Oya, W attala 

at the Kelani Ganga, Kalatittha [Kaluthara] at 

the Kalu Ganga, Bhim atittha [Benthota] at the 

Bentota Ganga, Gim atittha [Ginthota] at the 

Gin Ganga, M ahavalukagam a [W eligama] at 

the Po lw atta Ganga, N ilw alatittha [Matara] at 

the N ilvala Ganga, Go thapabbatha [Godavaya] 

at the W alave Ganga and Kirinda at the Kirind i 

Oya.

Fig 1: Ancient Sri Lankan ports associated with 

river estuaries
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