; j“"Confarmxng that no blddersf'have so far

oththstandmg bllllOIlS of 1 ripees bemg
ped to: generate costly alternauve sources

-4sa1d last week it wdl take ol

deal of analysrs is reqmred” N

said it was however dlffxcult

1wand whxch can bé waved'” 2 i
V'Asked about- allegatrons of bureaucratlc

‘ he. Chazrman rephed “you and T. aré logical,
,.but some decision-makers are.not”.

1 ‘eation Was p’ubhshed waxvmg the': ongm
""l;JS$ 2 mllhon bid security.. "The. _optimum,

locatron for the project, wrll also be 1dentxf1ed S
. and specxﬁed by the" ESC SRS

mitted price'of US cents\4 per umt (Rs '3/ 80)
*levehsed over & penod of 30 years, submitted
by the Australxan-baﬂed rgrant

een’ short-listed, CEB; chalrm .M. Zubair - fadtor is not: ‘the only guldmg principle; - .
“There. are other costs,. impacts and: drffer-. :
. ences among the factors to” be taken Jnito

’ account

ttme asit’sa
““huge and col plex pro;ect for whlch a great'

g Adnnmng that the; country urgently need: j
-ed a coal poweér plant as'a‘matter-of priority" .
iand the delay Was.100 costly 16 bear, Zubair
) tie it down'to’
spec1f1c tlmeframe as all ¢ optrons have to; be :

'foot draggmg on Coal power whtle consufers'
have to-pay, through' théir. nose for electnc1ty, x
N Quesuoned about the lowest b1d of a corn--

. Barclay'_:
Mowlem Consomum (BMC) Zubair said -

there are varlables to’ consrder and the prxce

besaid. =" 0l
. The ESC has; since 1994 held a series’ of

- discussions with BMC on its proposal on-a .
Build,; Own: and Operate ba51s, but 1 in what .
“BMC’s pro;ect co-ordinator and representi- -
T tive: Aruna Goonenlleke déscribed as’ “shock-
mg y! the ESC pubhshed an amended medxa".
ic  notificdtion: last ‘month desplte a soltcxted

proposal fromi the consortrum

" Denying, that- BMC’s. was a sohclted pro-f '
. posal’ Zubair said there were other Jbidders

as well, and the cheapest may not be best’ »
*“I’s not like buying & car. This is a huge'

) prO]ect mvolvmg US$ 500 to 600 mrlhon and'
‘thie funding “has. .to 'come from varxous
~ sources. There has to'be’a consortium and: afi,

expert analysrs is requxred”, the. chatrman

‘noted. 4
! Asked, whether shor?hstmg the bxdders
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will take another month. or two, he replied,

“I cannotisay when it will be done. There.is
no time frame, but we are puttmg our best
efforts into it”. .

Asked why under the amended notifica
tion, the ESC has undertaken to conduct the
site study desplte the CEB’s crlpphng finan-
cial burden, Zubair said it carinot be allowed

‘to be handled by the successful bidder as a
bloated figure may be forwarded and it may

not be done the. way it; should be done.:
““How can a developer place confidence as
far as this government authorlty is concerned
after what'~ happened.. at Mawella,
Trmcomalee and Norachcholal where the

_proposed  sites had, to be abandoned>
, Goonetllleke querled Bt

“There is loss of credrblhty .There are two
sites now avaxlable in thé south, but if the
CEB moves in there also. that wdl be the end

_of developing -a coal power plant in Sri

Lanka, he clalmed S
Continued on page 2



