
ACCESS ENGINEERING COMPLETES 
FIRST PHASE OF POLDUWA RRIDGE

In re c o g n itio n  o f  ro a d s , 
bridges and flyovers clearly 
supplem enting the national 

productivity and efficiency, the 
Road D evelopm ent A uthority  
recognized the requirem ent to 
replace the existing 36m bridge 
at the Polduwa junction as a top 
priority.

A c c e s s  E n g i n e e r i n g  
P L C , w ith  a tr a c k  re c o rd  
o f  c o m p le t in g  n u m e ro u s  
successful engineering projects 
collaborated with Mabey Bridge, 
a leading specialist supplier o f 
high-quality steel bridges from 
the U nited K ingdom . A ccess 
E ng ineering  undertak ing  the 
project as the m ain contractor 
perform ed the tasks including 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  s u r v e y s ,  
d es ig n in g  o f  su b s tru c tu re s , 
in s ta lla tio n  o f  substruc tu res 
a n d  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  a n d  
implementation o f the finishing 
works o f the overall bridge.

Since the opening o f the first 
h a lf  o f  the bridge, the traffic 
p ly ing  on K o llu p itiy a  -  Sri 
Jayew ardenepura road section 
from Rajagiriya to Battaramulla 
-  h as  c o n s id e ra b ly  eased . 
This section is considered  to 
be a central artery serving the 
m ovem en t o f  tra ff ic  to the 
adm inistrative capital city and 
many other connectivity roads to 
Colombo.

T he p ro p o sed  m u lti-sp a n  
composite bridge is structurally 
portioned out into two, naming 
North Bridge and South Bridge 
and the construction  proceed 
in two phases to minim ize the 
disturbances caused to the traffic 
during the construction process. 
The combined bridge increases 
the overall bridge span from the 
existing 36m to 70.61m. Each 
bridge is com posed o f  th ree 
structures, the main road bridge 
flanked on either side w ith  a 
combined pedestrian, the service
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bridge and an architectural arch.
The com plete b ridge w ith  

tw o 9.6m  carriagew ays (six  
la n e s ) ,  1 .2m  w ide  c e n tra l  
r e s e rv a tio n  and  tw o 0 .9 m  
w ide ra ise d  sh o u ld e rs  w ill 
accom m odate C olom bo city- 
bound traffic and the gradually 
in tensifying traffic to and for 
the adm inistrative capital; Sri 
Jayewardenepura Kotte, which 
holds the parliam ent and many 
other administrative offices. The 
recently  opened South Bridge 
with its three lane carriageway 
has already started to ease off the 
Colombo-bound traffic.

This multi-functional highway 
b ridge bu ild ing  w ith  ligh ted  
architectural steel tube arches 
w ill also hold qn architectural 
significance as it will collaborate 
w ith  the scen ic  v iew  o f the 
banks o f  D iyw anna O ya and 
the  lu sh  g reenery , p eace fu l 
environm ent and illum inated  
walkways preserved in Diyatha 
U y a n a ,  th e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
opportunity facing Diyawanna 
Oya. The elevated soffit o f  the 
bridge from the surface o f  the 
w ate r allow s sa il boats and 
paddle crafts to pass beneath the 
bridge facilitating water sporting 
and sightseeing opportunities set 
up in Diyatha Uyana.

The construction commenced 
on A ugust 10, 2013 for the 
rep la ce m en t o f  the ex is tin g  
bridge. The first phase o f  the 
p ro je c t w h ich  is the S ou th  
Bridge is opened for the public 
w h ils t  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  
the N orth  Bridge is in steady 
p ro g re ss  to  c o m p le tio n  by 
Septem ber 2014. This section 
has many utility lines including 
water and sewerage pipes to be 
relocated.
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