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-art Coal pBwePplant -  Go for the second best site
Everyone likes electricity. Therefore the 

c 'electricity dem and is grow ing very rapidly. 
V&owever m ost o f  the electricity in  Sri Lanka is 

""consum ed by the com m ercial and industrial 
. '"’-sectors. S ta tis tics show  th a t m ost o f  the 

'•' dom estic sector still do not have access to  elec- 
. 7i.*tricity. U nfortunately both these sectors do not 
’1 use efficient system s. W aste o f  electricity in 
" 'S ri L anka is one o f  the h ighest in Asia. 
’’"iT ierefore, the present electricity dem and is 

1 " no t real. To ca te r to  the boosting energy
' -' dem and CEB is putting up m ore and more 

'pow er plants.
-l ‘: M ost recen t pow er p lants i.e. K ES 

'  f K elan itissa , B arge M ounted p lan t, O EC F 
~r: *power p lan t and pow er plants in Sapugaskanda 
^ ’tom m enced  w ithout m uch protest. This may 
i f‘b e  due to  the reason that m ost o f  the energy 
' nife n e ra te d  in Sri L anka is consum ed by 
^ ’to lo m b o  and suburbs and the public 'w ho live 

jgfefand m igh t get Bib benefits' b f  thte electricity  ' 
g e n e ra tio n  projects. A lso they m ay be ready to  

rjl\xar the consequences.
' H ow ever U pper Kotmal’e  H ydropow er pro­
je c t  got the political approval in an undem oc- 

; ratio w ay and the proposed Coal pow er station 
‘ " ’a t N orochcholai is still under protest fo r vari­

ous reasons. T he U K H P project destroy seven 
m ajo r w aterfalls including D evon and St. 
Clair. It w ill create a  d isaster in Talaw akele. 
People  in  N orochcholai a re  against the Coal 
pow er plant fo r possible dam ages to  the env i­
ronm ent and society. The attitude and the past 
record o f  the CEB has contributed to th is situ­
ation. It is clear that the CEB is responsible fo r 
the dam ages in  K ukule G anga project site  and 
the road network.

H ow ever all these factors and issues con­
tribute to  possible pow er cuts. This is the only 
factor w hich aw aken m ost o f  the consum ers. 
M ost electricity consum ers do  not care  the 
destruction o f  nature o r the violation o f  indi­
vidual rights and the living rights in this gam e. 
In o ther words, electricity consum ers d o  no t 
care  the cleanness o f  the electricity. H o w ev e r, 
it  is very undem ocratic and  unethical to  intro­
duce a  surcharge on electrical consum ption 

' d rid e rth e em erg en cy iaw s .; ‘ ' j ' ;
I do  agree that coal is an  option available 

fo r cheap electricity. Since CEB is very lim it­
ed  in  focusing on o ther options they believe 
that coal is the only saviour fo r them . CEB is 
putting m uch em phasis on  the proposed coal 
pow er p lant in  N orochcholai. B ut according to

th e  E lec trow att S tudy  p repared  in 1988, 
M undel w as the best site  fo r this coal p la n t 
F or som e reason, it w as m oved to  the present 
site  and that created the protest against the 
same.

They suggested that C olom bo w as the sec­
ond  best site fo r a  coal pow er p lant station. 
S ince m uch o f  the public in  the N orochcholai 
is against the coal pow er station it is high tim e 
CEB put up a  coal pow er station in Colom bo.

K eraw alap itiya  end  o f  M uthura jaw ela  
m arsh is already filled w ith sea sand and this 
land m ay be a  very suitable site fo r a  coal 
pow er plant. T he site is very close to  the har­
bour and coal transportation will no t be a  prob­
lem . T he site is m ore secure than  the site in 
N orochcholai.
Also people in Colombo use exteral 

costs much of the electricity. The 
CEB says that thelrproposedplant 

1  i e ^ r d a m s f c l r i f f f h e e n t f  v-’ .
and It might be easy to convince 

people In Colombo. Since CEB has 
already announced possible power 
cuts, this may bs the best time to . 

convince the people of the news for 
the project.


