 |News_COP_2001-43.pdf

“Coal pdVVer““’lant — Go for the second best site

R

=" Everyone likes electricity. Therefore the
electncnty demand is growing very rapidly.
L However most of the electricity in Sri Lanka is
.-*?iconsumed by the commercial and industrial
-, ““sectors. Statistics show that most of the
=Idomestic sector still do not have access to elec-
hricity. Unfortunately both these sectors do not
"' ‘use efficient systems. Waste of electricity in

s “Sri Lanka is one of the highest in Asia.

“Therefore the present electricity demand is
“not real. To cater to the boosting energy

- demand CEB is putting up more and more
“‘power plants.

"""f Most recent power plants i.e. KES

S AR 'Kélaninssa, Barge Mounted plant, OECF

‘power plant and power plants in Sapugaskanda
“‘commenced without much protest. This may
e due to the reason that most of the energy

rMyenerated in Sri Lanka is consumed by

 3Colombo and suburbs andthe public-who:live

“9%'bear the consequences. -

- """ However Upper Kotmiale Hydropower pro-

" *“ject got the political approval in an undemoc-
i -3'atic way and the proposed Coal power station
Fn 'at Norochcholai is still under protest for vari-

3

- mw Tiight get-the ‘batiefits' of the electifeity *f
*genération proJects Also they may be ready to

ous reasons. The UKHP project destroy seven
major waterfalls including Devon and St
Clair. It will create a disaster in Talawakele.
People in Norochcholai are against the Coal
power plant for possible damages to the envi-
ronment and society. The attitude and the past
record of the CEB has contributed to this situ-
ation. It is clear that the CEB is responsible for
the damages in Kukule Ganga project site and
the road network.

However all these factors and issues con-
tribute to possible power cuts. This is the only
factor which awaken most of the consumers.
Most electricity consumers do not care the
destruction of nature or the violation of indi-
vidual rights and the living rights in this game.
In other words, electricity consumers do not
care the cleanness of the electricity. However ,
it is very undemocratic and unethical to intro-
duce ‘a surcharge on electncal oonsumptlon
tinder the emérgency taws. "«

I do agree that coal is an optlon avallable
for cheap electricity. Since CEB is very-limit-
ed in focusing on other options. they believe
that coal is the only saviour for them. CEB is

putting much emphasis on the proposed coal

power plant in Norochcholai. But according to

[ 2SN { e

the Electrowatt Study prepared in 1988,
Mundel was the best site for this coal planL
For some reason, it was moved to the present

site and that created the protest against the

same. _
- They suggested that Colombo was the sec-
ond best site for a coal power plant station.
Since much of the public in the Norochcholai
is against the coal power station it is high time
CEB put up a coal power station in Colombo.
Kerawalapitiya end of Muthurajawela
marsh is already filled with sea sand and this
land may be a very suitable site for a coal
power plant. The site is very close to the har-
bour and coal transportation will not be a prob-
lem. The site is more secure than the site in |
Norochcholai. ’

" Algo people in Colombo use exteral

costs much of the electricity. The
CEB says that their proposed plant -
i ignotdamaging the envifonment |
- and It might be easy to convince -
peoplo in Colombo. Since CEB has
already announced possible power
‘cuts, this may be the best time to .
oonvlnce the peopie of the news for
- the project. ~




