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Engineers warm up to coal
By M.l8meth

W arning that the loom ing 
power crisis, would have a se­
vere socio-economic impact on 
the'‘Country , The Institute o f 
Engineers (IESL) has called 
for the im m ediate develop­
m en t o f  c o a h f ire d  p o w er 
plants.

“In view o f the urgency to 
m eet the fast-growing demand 
fo r electricity  at the low est 
cost,the IESL strongly recom­
mends the implementation of 
the coal-fired pow er plant at 
Norochcholai,without delay,”

the institute has said in a letter 
to President Kumaratiinga.

The Institute has-said there 
is no feasible altematiye.to.caal _ 
for bulk pow er generation, in 
the short to medium term over 
the next 10 years, w hile the 
CEB has already warned o f a 
power crisis in 2004, owing to . 
its inability to begin construe- * 
tion o f the Norochcholai power 
plant in 1999.,

The IESL has also recom ­
mended that feasibility studies 
be conducted on other sites in­
cluding Mawella for the setting' 
up of .coal power plants.


