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APPRECIATION

S.H.C.de Silva -  an irreparable 
loss to engineering community

The news of the sudden 
passing away of my friend 
caused me shock beyond 
belief and untold grief be­
cause his death was total- 

. ly unexpected, as he was 
enjoying good health with 
no known ailments.

He had as usual, gone 
for his daily early morn­
ing swim to Otters where 
unbelievably, he drowned 
in the pool. How this 
could have occurred can­
not be understood or im- 

.. agined as SHC was a good 
swimmer.

His death has left a deep 
void among his family 
and relatives and among 
the large number of his 
friends and colleagues in 
Sri Lanka and abroad.

SHC received his pri­
mary and secondary edu­
cation at Mahinda Col­
lege, Galle and Ananda 
College, Colombo respec­
tively. After completing 
the first year at the Uni­
versity, he opted to go to 
Britain to pursue engi­
neering studies and suc­
cessfully completed his 
Bachelor’s Degree in engi­
neering at the London 
University. He continued 
his studies and was awar­
ded a post-graduate Diplo­
ma in Hydraulic Engi­
neering.

On his return to Sri 
Lanka he joined the Irri­
gation Department (ID) 
where he performed his 
duties with commitment, 
dedication and devotion. 
He never acted against his 
conscience. He was an ex­
emplary public servant.

He was sought after by of­
ficers of the ID for his 
counsel and guidance. He 
was their counsellor and 
teacher. He retired in 1988 
as Additional Director of 
Irrigation. After retire­
ment he continued to 
serve as consultant to the 
ID for more than three 
years. Thereafter, he was 
employed as a consultant 
at ‘TEAMS’ for more than 
six years. This was fol­
lowed as Director of the 
Water Resources Board 
and the ICATD for five 
years and three years re­
spectively up to the end of 
2004. Even at the time of 
his death he was function­
ing as Lanka Rainwater 
Harvesting Forum’s 
Chairman.

SHC was an active exco 
member of about 20 pro­
fessional associations, so­
cieties and NGOs. He 
served as the President of 
the Institute of Engineers 
and for more than five 
years and as the President 
of the Association of 
Franco-Ceylonese Tech­
nologies.

His death is an irrepara­
ble loss not only to Sri 
Lanka but also to the 
world engineering com­
munity where he was 
known and highly respec­
ted. My heartfelt condo­
lences go to his wife He- 
ma, son Nilanth and to his 
daughter who was unable 
to be present at the funer­
al.

May he attain the bliss 
of Nibbana

D.P.W. Karunatilleke


