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Nuraicholai question not negotiable, 

says Bishop of Chilaw d3loitl%lcu
i

“As far as we are concerned the 
N uraicholai question  is no t nego­
tiable. We are totally against it. If  the 
governm ent proceeds w ith it, it will 
be in  defiance  o f  the w ishes o f  
Catholics in Sri Lanka, and a  great 
num ber o f  other religionists as well 
living in the K alpitiya peninsula”, 
declared, H is Lordship B ishop Frank 
M arcus Fernando  addressing  the 
Annual G eneral M eeting o f  “N ihanda 
S eva” M ovem ent in C hilaw  last 
week.

T he B ishop  decla red  tha t the 
Church opposed the coal pow er plant 
at Nuraicholai for a  variety  o f  reasons 
including the safety and freedom  o f 
the Shrine o f  St. A nne, and the w el­
fare o f fisherm en and farm ers living

in that area. “No am ount o f  assur­
ances given by the governm ent w ill 
convince u s”, he declared.

The B ishop blam ed the CEB for 
creating a  problem  in the first place 
by choosing N uraicholai, w hich had 
been the least favoured site according 
to  a survey, carried ou t by a reputed 
Japanese agency, w hich had been 
com m issioned to do a  study. Even the 
decision m ade som e tim e ago by the 
President and the C abinet to  scrap 
N uraicholai had not been respected by 
the CEB.

The B ishop had a  w ord o f praise 
fo r the new  C hairm an o f  CEB w ho 
had openly stated that he. w ould not 
pursue Nuraicholai and w as keen on 
building the coal pow er plant in the

H am bantota area, w hich w as an ideal 
site.

R esponding  to  ah observation ' 
made by the audience that a certain , 
section o f  the m edia w as trying to  e re -1 
ate the im pression tha t the B ishop o f  
Chilaw  w as softening his stand on 
N uraicholai, the B ishop stated that all 
talk  o f  softening ou r a ttitude w as a! 
com plete lie, and a  v icious attempt] 
m ade by som e people fo r reasons best! 
known to them selves. T hey had tried,! 
in  the electronic and prin t media, to 1 
shake the resolve o f  C atholics. “O u r; 
position rem ains the sam e. We are; 
totally against the coal pow er p lant a t : 
N uraicholai, and no am ount o f assur-l 
ances given by the G overnm ent can; 
satisfy u s”, the B ishop reiterated. . j


