“Semmars

Lanka, that have taken place since, then and upto
s August 1993 can be gathered from ‘the. followmg com-
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Power generatlon 'hat

do seminars such ‘as-?f

. by ‘A. T. G.. A.‘_Wickramasuriya
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Matenals, o

“Dirty Tricks” was the title of an article by Prof. Jim
Jeffery of the University of London, appearing in the-
well known science’ journal, ‘The Ecologist’ (Vol. 20
No. 3 May/june 1990). Following is a copy of the
abstract of his. article..

’ “The UK- Department of Energy and the Central

Elecmcuy Generatlng ‘Board have slowed down’ wind.
’ power ‘research and development and wave power has

‘beeri, delrberately sabotaged,__to prevent these renew
able sources competmg wi

sources “and nuclear power in Britain.”
“About ‘ten years back l ‘quoted the above in the
concluding 'part of oné of my- articles - titled:-

1991)

- The' proceedmgs rela" to power generanon n Sr1

ment made by, the.Sciénce Edrtor of The Island of-12th

August 1993 'where he refers to my artrcle of that date ‘
and. t1tled “Power from sea waves: Prospects for Sri |
' Lanka K

..0n 15 July 1993 ‘The Island’ Scrence Page carried
an article titled. “Power from Sea Waves” which out-
lmed progress made by ‘Indian researchers m har~
‘nessing sea waves to generatenenergy

\"
o

Tt is well known that a few Sri Lankan researchers ’

‘havé -also studied ’thi
island nation. Howeve
research ‘work has

energy planners '

otentral in relanon to our
rogress ‘has’ been slow an

. In. this article, Mr A T G A chkramasurrya,
: reured Deputy Dn'ector of Trrigation ‘and consultant
engineer who has studred wavé energy options for Sri

Lanka, probes why thrs line of research has not taken

"|off in our courtry. *

1 am' glad te state that ‘at least in the past the

Instltuuon of Engmeers kept copres of articles of sci-
Jentific and technical value for reference in ‘the library.

Itis hoped that this pracnce has continued. Therefore

I thmk it uinecessary-to keep repeating all what has

beén expressed béefore. Let me therefore cut a long.

*|story short by’ commg to’ the proceedmgs of the most.
recent seminar on power generanon held on -16th"

October 1999, ‘by theé- Insntutron of Engmeers at tlus
year s annual sessions.. = -

;Semmar on “Optlons 1o "'Power Geueratlon m'the
next Millenniuim” ﬁ, koo

<We are making arrangements- to. ‘hold'a one day-

Seminar on 16th October-1999 on “Optmns for

{Power Generation in the next Millennium” at Taj.

Samudra Hotel and it-is proposed to limit the num-

{ber- of participants to 150. As we are attempting to | -
_ lobtain sponsorship, the seminar fee will be heavﬂy
" isubsidised as menuoned below.

- * IESL Members = Rs: 100, (mcludmg Semmar

* Others — Rs 500 refreshments, tea & lunch

Reglstranon will be-on. first “come’, first. served:
basis. More mformatmn wrll be pnbhshed in {,

Newsletter/Papers in due course. .o

- For registration, please contact the: Educatron & |

Training Dlvisron of IESL.

ExecuIJve Secretary

From the above it serves- that what mattered most
to the organisers of the proposed seminar. was the
venue, refreshmerits and some other material to be
drstrrbuted among the audience: No indication what-
ever being given of the options of power generation to
be considéred nor the names and designations of the
principal speakers. Furthermore, the ‘organisers

seemed to ignore the fact that. this institution has a
membership” of‘over fl\{(lv thousands and therefore

nuclear power The: devel-* ox
opment ‘of -a wave power ‘device whrch could produce :
significantamotrits of electncrty ‘cheaper than could a |
~{nuclear plant was stopped by a blatantly cynical cam-
paign . ruin by the" authorities which  control the |
‘ \research and deveIopment of both renewable energy

Actlon Plans -on" Envrronment and |-
- Development and ended it by statmg that '500Me€T. OF -
' 'later the story of even drrtrer tncks to sabotage wave

whoy

,Wea’n“ésday 17th November, 1999

restricting the attendance to one hundred and flfty
including non members was un]usnfrable Lot
 Be thata$it may,1 reglstered my. name well in time,
"and thereafter got in touch with the orgamsers, viz,
“the Elecmcal Engineering Sectional Committee, of the
‘LES.L, and éxpressed-my desire to present a papert

and speak on wave energy, and to include me among
_the panel of speakers. 1 drew their attention to the
- records in the Institution to justify my request On

_‘comply ' w1th“ my:, request as the ,programme had
,already been flnahsed R r' . .
SRR Programme '
FlI‘St surprise;, the programme was' 1ssued wrth a
: covermg letter dated 7th October 1999‘1 e. seventeen
days after the discussion I had with the’ chauman
) Second surprise; the topic of the seminar was now
‘ gomg to be “Fuel Options for’ Power Generatlon and
- not “Optlons -for Power Generahon as was. grven 1n
Athe original notice calhng for registration.”
Thrrd surprise; Wave Energy had found no _place m

- the, programme, whereas nuclear power had been
mcluded although this source of power ‘had’ been
given careful study by some ‘of our most emment sci-
-entists about twenty’ years back and reJected 1t as
bemg unsuitable for Sri Lanka!

The chief guest at this seminar was Hon. General
Anuruddha Ratwatte, Minister of Irrigation: and Power
and Deputy M1n1ster of Defence. The guest of Honour
was - Hop.: Fehx Perera Deputy Mmrster of Power
. Apart from the 'welcome ‘address. by Eng R T
Gunawardene, Chairman, Electrical Engrneermg
L Secnonal al Committee, LE.S.L; and the keynote address
by Prof. K. K. Y. H. S. Perera, Consultant Mlmstry oﬁ
1 Scrence and Technology and a few others, who were to.
* give* some mtroductory speeches I give below the

items hsted for presentatlon by the prmcrpal speak-
ers.
“Fossﬂ Fuel Optlons for Power Generation
Oil — Eng. D. Chandrasekera, Advrsor, CPC.
LNG — Dr. Janaka Ratmasiri, Consultant, Mjmstry
“of Forestry and Envu'onment

;‘Generanon’* e ‘
“Nucléar - — Dr M P Dlas, Chalrman, Atomlc
"‘.EnergyAuthority o
Wind & Small ‘Hydro — Mr. Sumth Femando,
Consultant
" Dendro — Vldya Jyothr Dr. Ray Wuewardene,
Eng. P. G. Joseph o
"~ Solar +~ Mr L. Gunaratna, Renewable Energy
Consultant

Guestlons and Comments
At the ‘stage ‘of discussions my Ccomments and
questions highlighted the following:-

V.ref the Ministry, lette'
-a copy of an excerptiof -

;MmrstryMr S. Gunar th:
i '20th September 1999, the chairman of the rgamsmg
e irformed ;me. that thiey: were «unable to,},
"Sources of. Energ.

' “This committee would:

: -else to (2) above, The, ,eference _1s qu1te ev1den v12
, ‘;that every. act1v1ty that ,ad to"de, d
'of imported’ fuels w1ll

1. The meaningful and appropriate . contnbutrort .

made by Dr.. Ray Wijewarderia in his presentation. ;.
2 "l?he senous situation the- country. would face m

the event of ama]o yvar,’lmaybe ata global or re‘glon- .

.allevel, which would cut off the lmport of fossxl hiels, |
" leave alone escalano .1.11 prlces during. other tlmea

3. The outcome of; 'the _working group on" ,wave ‘
energy 'set up by the Mm.lstry of Power ‘and Energy, ;
0 th May: 1989 (1 glve below
eir: letter sent to me by the
dit ronal Secretary t’o the

State Secretary :

! ",Renewable .and Rural
RSE) ‘set up’ under It the
Mnnstry of Power & Energy. recently discussed the

The Task Forc

.need tosetup a workmg group on Wave Energy

This w0rking group will formulate programmes
to assess Wave Energy potential in- Sri Lanka’4nd

‘would advise the M]mstry ‘on the present state of

the art of Wave Energy: Conversron Technologles
from‘time to time report to-
the NERSE Task Forcé on the status of the acthqes '
The Ministry would give ‘1ts support in. helplng the

]

! workmg group to carry-out: of its. acuvxues

There was no reply elther from the panel or anyone

.1 am glad that a reply o above d1d come. from

'no less-a, person then Eng D:G. Senadrpathy whq;was

not only the Presrdent of. the IES L.in 1991 but qlso

.4 past Addmonal General Manager, CEB dunng that »

period. He said that the task of determining’ the feasi-

4" bility of wave ehergy for Sn Lanka was entrusted to
Il the University of Perademya. 'Ilns leads one to raise
-three more questlons fu'stly why then ‘was this organ-
-isation not been’ called upon-to present a paper on
" wave energy at this.: Seminar
: " fact not even bemg mentloned in ‘the keynote ad

Secondly,’ why was: t,hrs
ess
~Th1rdly, how much was

Prof Perera began hig k 'ynote address by qurte
correctly stating that the top! -.of this“seminar ayas
extremely challengmg Challengmg because, afmrllpn
nium is such a lbng perrod through whrch even, elec-
tricity generanon itself w111 change, from the present

, form to somethmg completely unknown today
) ‘Speakrng of thenext mlllenmum on energy, 1 cahnot

but agree with Prof. Perera; on. the Emstem ‘equation,
well known to most sc1enﬂsts, that is, E—MCZ where M

" is the mass of matter; and €' is’the velocrty of light

speculatlon .of the possrblhtles durmg the next thou-

.sand years is no; doubt fascrnating and good for ert-
‘ers of science fiction,

Beforé planmng development acnvmés for the next

ﬁthousand Jyears; let us for’a moment “consider the

manner in- Wthh natural eventshave'acted or re- acted
to man'’s actrvrty,at a global level as_ well,as at the, local
level As I have 8 id and pomted out on ‘several occa-
sions of gathenngs of ‘scientistsTiAchiding the

Institution of Engineers as-far back as 1964 the land

and"water wealth of Sri’ Lanka is deterloranng at an
alarming rate, due to the growing impact of the sea

;that surrounds the 1sland The topic of the seminar
“held at the Anial Sessions of the IESL: last year, on

the 17th October was “Coast Erosmn, Are there solu-

| “tions"?. 1 did;, not» have the: opportumtyz to present a;

's;su ject; and could’riot-atténd, the Ses-

s sions. Theproceedirigs. of this sefinar as. publistied
: m the transactr“ 1s of ‘the Insutunon give ohly~ the
- names of speakers, thelr desrgnauons and the topics

of. thelr presental ions, It is surprising to note that pot.

“ a'word has been entioned about conclusions or rec-
_'ommendatrons on this question! *

Finally.I wish to state that NERD is the one govern-
ment organisation that has for long been carrying out
research on alternate sources of energy. The exclu-
sion of this orgatnsatron from being invited to active:
ly participate at the recent seminar, reflects discrimi-
‘nation or to say. the least, the irresponsible manner in

"which seminars.such as these ‘are planned and con-

ducted. Worst of all such seminars discourage our sci:

_enfists- can'ymg out the type:of’ research meamngful

and necessary fof our country., "
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