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ICT sector picking up fast

Ensure sustainability 
for further growth

-  Prof. Samaranayake
b y  S u d a r s h a n a  P e r e r a

Those who have em barked on ICT 
projects with foreign donor assistance 
m ust work hard to ensure the sustain­
ability of the projects for the future 
growth of the ICT industry in Sri 
Lanka, said Professor V. K. Sam a­
ranayake the D irector of University of 
Colombo School of Computing (UCSC) 
in an  interview  w ith  D aily N ew s  
recently.

Although the downturn in w estern 
economies experienced during last few 
years brought a setback to our ICT 
industry, we are once again picking up 
fast and the country  has ventured into 
massive projects such as e-Sri Lanka 
said Prof. Samaranayake.

The Professor who has pioneered 
the m odern IT policy formulation and 
im plem entation in Sri Lanka said th a t 
his institution “University of Colombo 
School of Com puting “ will im plem ent 
e-tasting to its training m echanism s 
thus turning a new leaf in the structure 
of IT education in  the country.

“We are also planning to establish a 
com puter research  centre w hich has 
been a pressing need to broaden our 
education system  and this initiative 
will also allow Lankan students to 
improve their innovative skills in the 
field of ICT. This will also strengthen 
the research activities allowing us to 
com pete with foreign countries, he 
said.

Speaking on the training courses 
conducted a t the  institution he said 
“the inclusion of IT external degree 
course to its curriculum  is a new step

Professor V. K. Samaranayake

and we have received a good response 
from students”.

“O ur institu tion  will continue to 
play a  m ajor role in taking ICT to  grass 
roots level and  one of the projects 
undertaken us is to  assist in establish­
ing Multi Tele C entres islandwide, said 
Prof. Samaranayake.

W hen asked to  com m ent on the 
strategy he adopts in carrying ou t the 
affairs of his institu tion  he said th a t he 
follows win-win m ethods in obtaining 
the service of o th er local and foreign IT 
establishm ents.

The collaborative measures taken 
in  exchanging resources such as read­
ing m aterials, technical know-how and 
o ther assistance have brought fruitful 
results in taking our service to  a wider 
section  of society, he  said.

Talking on e-SriLanka initiative he

said th a t there  were so many policies 
to m ake use of ICT to develop the 
co un try  in th e  past, th e  re levan t 
authorities in- charge of the initiative 
have to concentrate on the im plem en­
tation  strategy of e-Sri Lanka initiative. 
The im plem entation is the crucial fac­
to r for the realisation of this initiative, 
he said.

“O ur institu tion  plays a vital role in 
the affairs of the ICT sector in the 
country  and they  have placed confi­
dence and tru s t in us, he said. Provid­
ing consultancy is also a p art of our 
service. We also conduct radio and TV 
program s on IT for the general public 
in order to educate them  on basics of 
com puter technology, he added.

Prof. Sam aranayake who is also 
scheduled to leave for UK next week to 
follow a three m onth  program on “Dig­
ital G overnance” a t National C enter 
for Digital G overnance Harvard Uni­
versity said th a t th e  knowledge and 
experience he is hoping to gather while 
in  UK will contribu te  towards the fur­
th e r developm ent of the ICT sector of 
Sri Lanka. I am  optim istic th a t this 
program  will be helpful to our in s titu ­
tion  in particular and country  in gen­
eral, he said.

He is also currently  working on a 
side supported project at UCSC on e- 
learn ing  w ith em phasis on stu d en t 
learning as opposed to teaching.

“We have no business interests, we 
m ainly focus on producing quality s tu ­
dents to be on par with international 
standards. The low cost basis adopted 
by us has moved us forward successful­
ly, he said. y  >
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