
News_CQP_2001-51.pdf'
N orachcholai C oal Pow er Plant nli!Zi

— the Bishop's stand
T he letter from  the B ishop o f  Chilaw, indi- 

i eating the inflexible attitude o f  the Church 
regarding the location o f  the proposed Coal 
Pow er P lant m ust com e as a  great disappoint- 

'm en t to  all those interested in the econom ic 
developm ent o f  this country. It is especially 
painful as w e are in  the throes o f a  pow er cri­
sis, and it requires little im agination to realise 
the huge dam age that w ill follow  in the next 
few  years because  o f  these  short-s igh ted  
actions.

T he B ishop says the C oal Pow er P lant is not 
;m  the interest o f the people o f Puttalam , and 
jWaints' it to  g o ’t o ^ a m b a h ^  
the ,huge  transm ission loss all the  w ay to  the 
■Western Province, w here the bulk  o f  the con- 

. sum ption w ill take place. B ut w hat if  the 
M ahanayake says that it w ill harm  the m ajori­
ty  o f  B uddhists in H am bantota, a  line he  can 
w ell take follow ing the good B ishop’s prece­
d en t.
. It seem s C oal Pow er Plants have been

dem onised thanks to  ill-inform ed Professors, 
B ishops, and Environm entalists. I  w as glad  to  
see that Mr. N orbert M anatunga has dropped 
the four Professors from  his band o f  support­
ers, presum ably after I pointed out that the 
P ro fesso r o f  B o tan y ’s theory  o f  c lim ate  
changes to  Sri L anka from  hot w ater floatiiig 
on the sea w as a  scientific howler.

L et us see w hat is happening in  Tamil Nadu, 
a  state close to  us, in  w hich I am  sure a good 
m any R om an C atho lics live. M any C oal 
P ow er P lan ts, have  flou rished  there  fo r
decades, and I trust the , B ishop w ill tnake a 
.visit to  see fo r lum self w hatthese  Po,\j{er Plants 
do. I  can  list them  as follow s:

• N e y v e l i l . i l -  2070 MW
• Tuticorin 1050 M W
• M ettur 840 M W
• N orth M adras 630 M W
• E nnore 450  M W

It w ill be seen that all these C oal Plants are

bigger than the 300 M W  w e are planning, and 
total over 4500 MW. N ew  Coal Pow er Plants 
under construction or planning;
• China Light & Power (Madras) - 2 by 506.5 MW
• N orth C hennai Stage 2 - 2  by 525 M W
• N agaijine - 2 by 507,5 M W
• Trisakthi- 2 by 500 M W
• N orth C hennai Stage 3 - 2 by 525 M W

W hilst w e are hobbling along putting up 
w ith Pow er crisis after another, w e can see , 
how  even a State in  India goes ahead. I suggest ; 
to  the new  C hairm an o f  the CEB that he take ! 
his detractqrs .on a .y is it.tp  Tam iLNadu le s se e ; 
for them selves ̂ hat; theserPowei1 Plarit^nf&'rtot i 
the dem ons they are m ade out to  be. ;

In fact, it confers econom ic progress, but 
som e w ill argue that som e seek to  be thrive in 
poverty and ignorance, arid their hidden agen­
da  is to perpetuate these conditions. I  hope I 
am  proved w rong in this by subsequent events.

S; W. Perera 
Colombo


